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we HE. 00 Sermone {thoſe ex- 
cepted, which were preaifief}; at Litch-" 


feld Cathedral, and the Magdalen : 
Chapel) are an abſtract from various 
French authors, of which I have never 


ſeen a tranſlation. I have taken great 


| liberty in altering the ſenſe of the 
authors, where I apprehended the leaſt 
deviation from the doctrines of our 


| eſtabliſhed church. I have alſo added 


thoughts of my own, or ſome com- 


mentator, which occurred at the time 
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of tranſlating, Some *of them have 


been preached to large and reſpectable 


audiences. And although the ear be 


a more favourable judge than the eye, 
I Raj the latter will not be  inex> 
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ſentence not ſtrictly agreeable to the © 
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If candid aten ſhall point out 2 


doctrines of our church, it will oblige. 
me. But the ſecret attacks of diſ- 
appointment, or malevolence, I ſhall 
continue to treat with filent neglect. 
My grateful thanks are due to thoſe. 
gentlemen and . ladies by whoſe ſub⸗ 
ſcriptions 1 was encouraged in this 
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4. heart of man, that For. to 
the Deity, and that he ought to be 
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; Y * 44 4 ＋ £1 3 
ebents to* themſelv 4 Great captains 
with all their ambition and jealouſy for 
their reputation, appear to be willing that 
Heaven ſhall have a ſhare of their glory, F 
and to confeſs that the fortune of battle in Q 
lone degree N on God's, favour or 
diſpleaſure. Even heathen generals, when ® 
they have gained a ſignal victory, ſtormed ' 
cities or ſubdued, proyinces, have given, 
thanks to the Gods for their ſucceſs. 
If they raiſed trophies, as monuments 
of their exploits, they put on them che 


names of Mars or Jupiter, conſecrating to 
them thoſe ſpoils-Ahich they ſuppoſed 

were taken by their aſſiſtance, If they en- 

tered in triumph into their cities, the pomp 

of their triumph ended by /acrifices ang 
thankſgivings. In ſhort, in al mes ant 
among all people, we have ſeen thoſe who 1 
have teſtified their gratitude to the Deity; 4 
and amidſt the praiſcs of their poets, the 
panegyrics of their orators, and applauſe of 
ake Peopte, e fee hymns have been 8 1 * 
ancenze> has -ſmoaked, and temples hace 
vscen huilt in honour of the ; Cat 


=lbther proſparity. But in che world. 
vhore: it is do uſual to forget God, man: 

kind have rendered thanks to him for their 
ſucceſs: in which ſecond cauſes have been 
inſtrumental if when a general has taken 
towns, and gained battles by his arms, 
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d his conideſts ap ear d have been 
ent rn uence G de wiſdom and va 


lour, he ir nevertheleſs”: aſcribed*it to 
| God'sfayour: and goodneſs; much more 


ought this to be done in the church. For, 
eſts are gained without _ 
won without human p 


to the order of natute. God bas choſen the 


weak things of the world to confound” tbe 
mighty," . things that are deſpiſed, as 


things That are 5 bring te noug ht things 
bim 
therefore; all tbe proiſe and muſt b& 
to Rima They e triumph in Crit, oft” 


aſeribe al} tom to whom they owe them. 


— happy triumphers who 9 
dr, a :not* the. body; who ſhed 


no other: blosd- tian their own, who May" 


only vice and error, who draw. tears from 


mers in order to fill them with 
che oonſolations of pa e ace; thoſe 
tri Who have no other Armsthan tlie 


ford of the ſpirit, the-word'of God; theſe 
alſo have: always in their mouth a #/efed be 
o_ They ſinp themfelvesrofall honour,” 

to give it to bleſſed Maſter. Ia 


all wo arte they will erect trophies to his! 


More than | happy - and contentedl 
to be instruments in his hand) they Will 


| OY be to — 
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| 26 | On. THY sue ss 
1 triumph in Chriſt, and makes manift the | 


Paul, that 


* 
f ſion of ſouls, in the cities of 


Eno — 
when he thought of 


eſteem of the Corinchians,and eo render to 


Javour of bis knowledge by us in & f 
This is — particular 33 I 

great choſen veſſel, alan 

careful to * Hot: all glory ue Ar hor — 


ſucceſs that he had in preaching the geek 


in all places, particularly in Maeidonia, 
beer ag ee is the ſubjet 
of this exclamation ull of criuemph. 3 He 
had made. many ver- 


Theſolonicaand Phillippi. Divine 
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time to Corinth. It was 
enalt the glory of his 


2 aiſe, ; 
g be #4. Gout — 2 
ſaiunpb in brit. 1% THEY 
ens bj inen 


ro che work of God, and ephedrine. 
ſelves, the diſtance is ſo 


between the 

„5 es and other miniſ ers, between their 
urs and ſucceſs, and our on, as hardly 

5 allow a compariſon. Nut although we 

follow them at a diſtance, We walk in the 

ſame path, and labour for the ee 

It is 41 the favour of his knowled 

make manifeſt, and if there be any f 

is to his glory. — cas = | 

| — 
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ls herons re 1 ee ? 
the pas, oli Che ation 
ol. the your, af, — 4 ye ern mn „ 
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n a 1CCCCCC © 
> The, dende A ſpeak. the 
cauſe, who excites, them ac biens 
them with ſugceſs, Hence it will a | 
chat al ch glory ig due to Heaven, and 
at we ought to mingle our. ame „ 
owledgments wich thoſe. of el "KY 


of 50 knowledge by; 6 and t . 
angels .who fo bis pleaſure rejoice -and 
bbs, With us gh [att e bes ANY * 
This. expreſſion; Ciriumphingin Chriſt; 
1 18 e borrowed. from the; cyſtom-of 
; | they 7 e the, honour of. a. 
" [ generals, To ſay a general had, $3664 


39 


zured with a triumph, was the beſt way. 
of expreſſing his victories: and. ſucceſs. 
This idea of a triumph brings that of a bat 


ebe W 4 derbe ee 


on 72 secerss 


victory. An hiſtorian ob⸗ 
＋ chat — he ver granted a trtur 
where _—_— not _ leaſt — 4 4 
then fore to marke the great Hunks PREY 
ber of conqueſts the Apoſtles made in the 
world by their preaching, and their glorious 
ſucceſs in the converſion of finners; that 
St. Paul fays, Thanks be to God who canſes 
#5 to triumph in Chrift, He explains what 
he means by this triumph in Chriſt, *when 
he adds, and makes manifeſt" —— 0 
his knowledge by us in every place. This 
. rringpk confifiee! in the' manifeſtation 'of 
the ſaving knowledg of Chriſt by the goſ- 
ber in _ ating the clouds of vice and 
light of truth. A triumph which 
pin of thoſe who were con- 
quered, as well as the glory of the con- 
querors : a triumph in a ſenſe like that of 
the ſpirit of God over the diſorder of the 
primceval chaos, making order and beauty 
to reign where all was horror and confu- 
fion. © Inſtead of the darkneſs of idolatry 


and confuſton of ſuperſtition which then 


overſpread the face of the earth, the Apoſ—- 
tles brought order into the world, by the 
manifeſtation of the truth of the _ 
by faithfully declaring” the counſel of Gd. 
The Apoſtle calls it trĩumphing in Chriſt, 
becauſe it was by his power and to ks glory 


they | 
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er 0s COLTS 


| pts: i. in che ca E of Chriſt, 
_ ee! ee and of 


Q ol hey wp, They" determined to 
19 — nothing xy It is him 
they proj ba: jr, 2 of ſalyation, 


[ t of adoration and faith; it is in 
J him they Ns ef ah They did not, like 
| the _ philoſo Nn or es 

arcl ir for themſelves to ote 

iy N | their rc reputation; but to exalt the name 
Pf Jeſus, and promote his glory, was all for 
which they lived. The diſciples of So- 
crates, and of other chief ſages, formed dif- 
{ ferent families of philoſophers : we ſee to 
5 the preſent times the dividers made by the 
ws firſt followers of that 1 impoſſ or, Mahomet. | 
But the Apoſtles, dive ted of el -ſecking, 
e only for the good of others, by 
= extending the bounds of the Redeemer's 
* es end in ſpreading the favour of his 
knowledge in every place. We preach not 
aurſelves, but Chris Jeſus the Lord, and 
ourſelves your ſervants for bis ſake. Thus, 
when they were ſucceſsful, hey triumphed 
in Chrift, in his cauſe, and for his ory. 
So do all his faithful minifters, who preach 
not themſelves, and live not to themſelves, 
They may ſay in their ſucceſs * far 


— 
* 


„ e. rns success 


from equal to 35 the Apoſtles); it ** 
victory 1 e and error. ot 
mankind, that gives. them cauſe do xejaice 
that God makes them. to, trium ＋ in Crit. 
The racks Go! ſpeak tees — 
triumphs ; that of Chriſt upon the croſs, 
oyer a. evil A ſin z that bf a preached | 
Goſpel, — e world, idolatry, error 
and vice and that 25 Chriſt, the 3 "IM 
over death and the grave. | 

Chriſt, upon the, — en. b 
Hache priucipalitias and pottiens, be tri 
um bed . over them... Chriſt in his 
glory will triumph with all his faithful 
props but in the preaching of his goſpel 
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e tri by the miniſters of religion. 
Thanks be 10 Cod who cauſes. us to triumph 
in Chr, 405 2E $8: 65 


Tha? 1s, the glory of our winifry's, 9 1 


he inſtruments, Y which God made mani 
feſt the: ſaving knowledge of Obriſi. This 
is the dignity. of our office; to triumph in 
| — Redeemer is the glory of our ſucceſs. 
The moſt noble employment of a creature. 
is to be an inſtrument in the hand of the 
creator, to accompliſh his gracious. deſigns. 
This, appointment, in ſome. — ee 
the creature out of his native nothingneſs 
and raiſes him to, true greatneſs. 5 7 
They who enter into the 2 2 Ns 


God. who concur with him. in the fact 
an 


11 


TEE or ren gener, * 
leis a more — — = 

who act without knowing why, or are em- 
| e in 1 duration and ſmall 


ach forthe falvation 3 
| of the higheſt" 
ey run not as uncertainly ; 


the moſt noble de- 


theyteboey'ts 

ſigns of God: por the moſt grand of his 
projetts'has'not- been to form a world, to 
animate and give motion to matter, but to 
form 4 world of happy ſouls, a glorious 


body of which Chriſt is the head, and whoſe 
neuen are lb holy What an honour 
td be co-workers with God, in forming 
n vi dec 
— it 12. 0 men to choſe wo 
of power and juſtice, i in N . 9 have 
been loyed, would not be ſo eligible 
of mercy and grace in which, as the 
| Apotie fas, Weare workers together with 
4 canopy f Heaven, or to lay the founds- 
the earth, we could not herein have 
triumphed as being conducive to make 


mankind for ever happy. Nor could we 
have triumphed, ag havin contributed to 
1 Work _ alt e eber 
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might have a 
have been attended with — hondur. 1 
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| Hanes the Earth ſpall paſs away. 
But when God pe | 
ments to ſave ſouls from nl, death, 


to make us inſtru- 


what cauſe for joy and triumph! Ho- 


bleſſed to contribute to that work which is 
for eternity, to the building of the Church | 


of Cheiſly A is wn n the-rock-of 
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Sg ſoever God 


To whats ymen 
ppointed us, it could not 


It is more glorious and bleſſed to weilt 


the ſword of the ſpirit, the word of God, 
than that flaming ſword which drove Adam 


out of Paradice, or that ſlem ſo many 
auſanda of Aſſyrians in one night. Then 


when the ſword len all the firſt- born of 
Egypt, and thoſe fotty-rhouſandicia -the: 


camp of Sinacharib. fr Fin Dee. 


But theſe bloody triumph are not ſo 


happy as thoſe: gained over men by the 
preaching of the goſpel. Hence the 
Apoſtle erys, Thanks;be 10 God. who aner 


* — ** 


2 10 triumph im ; Chriſt. Won ions ft 9 
To manifeſt the knowledge of 


ay 
* 


a uſual expreſſion; but, the ſa voum o wo 
knowledge, 3 new and un- 
int out the caſe! 


the goſpel was 
eſt: coming with divine 1 


7 Jr ſ _ 
and rapidity. wi 
mate — 


triumphed by the miniſtry of angels, 
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| 4 in 8 —— wee? — 
as the odour of a ſweet ointment is ſpread 
abroad; as ſoon as the 3 that 


„ chaſeneſtel; whozj! chat box of 
cious ointment, contained che odoriferous 
balm, the ſweet perfume of goſpel 
trine; and, as the bon of ointment with 
which the wornan andinted tlie feet of 
Jeſus, Filled the whole: houſe. with its'frocer 
ſavour, ſo in all places, the Apoſtles ſpread. 
che ſavouriof the goſpel in all places, by 
Which were ſweetly drawn to Chriſt, 
and. theirwounded-confciences healed. | 
Hence the Apoſtle. Mie are a feet. 
ſavouref Chriſt to them. that. are ſaved, _ 
_ 0. them that periſh; ſo one cue are they 5 
of liſe ust. life, tb the other f | death unto 
death. The expreſſion alſo denotes the 
excellency of the doctrine of the goſpel. 
It is compared to a ſweet balm for its pu- 
rity; and healing virtue. But to the no- 
minal Cbriſtian, or. profane libertine, chevy. 
is nothing in it that is ſweet and attractive. 
5 The fwifie's delight, 1 is in filthy mire, not 
in; Pearls or ſweet odours. So brutiſn 
men turn away ſrom the pearls and ſweer 


ſavour of goſpel truths; and, although 
ſometimes ( ſuch is their excelle ney) they 
F- inn ke rom cher wei | 


. Ways 
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again, as the dog to bis namit. But to them 
who have taſted how-good and gracious the 


upon grace. Hence, God as ſouc 


ways, yet they . to their fins 


Lord is, theſe bleſſed truths; theſe waters of 
life, are ſwecter than honeyor the boney- comb. 

A commentator n them to thoſe gar- 
ments of the divine , ſpoken of 
in the Song of Solomon, bib /mell- of 


Nat. ales, and caſia. His nuptial da 


applied to the time of the goſpel, and 
as calling of the Gentiles, and their union 


| to the church's : head. It was then the 


heavenly bridegroom drew to himſelf his 
ſpouſe, the Gentile church, &y the — 


¶F his ointments. It was then, in a 


iar manner, bis name begun to be as vint- 
ment er forth to attract the chaſt vir- 


gin's love. Then the Lord cauſed his ſer- 


vants to ahem in Chriſt, by making 


mani ft the fate! oo e, ee 
| preaching. en 


Laſtly, this een freaking allude to 
the nature of the miniſtry of the golpel, 
which is a kind of unction. Miniſters of 
the goſpel are called, the anointed of the 
Lord. So indeed, are all real chriſtians, 
which is implied in their name. Chriſt 
ſignifics anointed. He war anointed with 
the oil of gladneſs above bis fellows, and of 
bis fulneſs bis real members receive grace 

aue 
mine 


RS 


mine 8 GM my 3 710 „ M. 


. lb ſheep the houje-o 
* al, bbs ende tb earth © 
he auour af the knowledge: of Chnift is to 
Nee to all people. The fir 
3 out- pouring of the ſpirit was 
upon thoſe who were aſſembled together 


\ ks. - \ 


55 Baud reteiuad an unction fee: ihe: beow 


one who: teaches, 1 han: e abi o, God, end | 


n theaword:ofur ud. Hence, 
the ſpreading this ſavour is attributed to 
them who 7 been anointed in their con- 


| kerationtothe miniſtry of the word. The 
_ "Apoſtles in particular were happ py in being 
: ö inſtruments of making magic! 
ofthe knowledgenf Chriſt. St. Paul adds, 
in all plates 5 by which is taught the na- 
tute of the gaſpel mnifiry, . lich 1 f bh 
8515 podad ta all in every p 


this odour 


FACE. . 


It was no! 


| fromevery nation under Heaven, Parthi-. 


ans, Mediaus and dwellers in Maſipotamia, 
Ga and Arab ians. Chriſt commanded. . 
his diſciples, 4% go teach. all. nations, and 
© preach the goſpel to every-creatare.' 
What à great command from their 


maſter What a great deſign in the diſ- 
Ciples to readily obey this command} Never 


was ſuch an order given before! N ever did , 
any befor S. under take ſo glorious an enter- 
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er to be l ate.” 
J/rael, but 40 be for: 4 


e 


Priel How does this Ge the See I 


s 
* 


and his Apoſtles! No Legiſlator before ver 


corss 


conceived a deſign to make his las to be 


obeyed through all the world. No author 
of a new religion ever thought of extend- 


ing his mode of worſhip to the utmoſt 


boundaries of the earth. That cruel 
ſcourge of nations, Alexander, was indeed 
vain enough to form a ſcheme to conquer 
the world, but was conquered and ſlain by 


1 


intemperance, at thirty years of age. But 


the glory of the ſucceſs of this enterprize 
of the Apoſtles, was equal to that of the 
undertaking. They triumphed in Chriſt 
in all places. Such was the bleſſing of 
God, upon the preaching of the Apoffl 
that wherever they opened their mouth to 


es, 


preach the goſpel, ſome hearts were open 
to receive it. Whereſoever they named the 
name of Chriſt, men departed from iniquity. 
Methinks I ſee them going out of Judea, 


N people the new world. God ſaid to Noah, 


children to Jeſus Chriſt. But what ſhall 
„ 5 n Ws 


increaſe and multiply, and repleniſh the 


earth. r N 


And this was not merely a command, 
hut a word of power which cauſed them to 


increaſe and multiply. So, that word of 
Chriſt, go and evangelize all the nations, 


like Noah and his family out of the ark to 


was a fruitful word which cauſed them to 


people the earth, and beget in all places 
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ve ſay of the extent of St. Paul's labourgyn 
particular, who ſays, that be laboured more 
abundantly than they all. He might well 
„fa, that God iy bim manifeſted the favour * 
14 F bis knowledge\in every place. His zeal » 


0 ; 
MT on te, ere ee Near ne: 5b 


M1: 
* 


was as great as Alexander's ambition; he 6 
wiſhed there were more worlds to conquer, | 
and bring into ſubjection to the goſpel _ So 4 ) | 
Chriſt. Sooner might the earth fail than — 
1 he want a deſireè to ſpread the /avour of be 
goſpel,” He proclaimed the joyſul ſound 8 
from Jeruſalem, as far as. Hirecum; he, » © | 

according to Clement, preached and tra- 
velled to the extremities of the weſtern . . 
world, as ſoon as a traveller in haſte; he . = 
means the two ends of the Roman empire, 2 
et he traverſes the world as a labourer | 1 


— — 
rr 


a7 


Hk the barren — 2 ſowing the good 5 
| ſeed of the word of God; rooting up the 
' — thorns and briars of error and fin, then 
j* planting the truth, and watering it with 
bis tears; building a holy temple for his God, 

Z1 þ changing ſavage men into angels of light; __ 

/ _ raiſing them from the condition almoſt of 1 
| devils to celeſtial beings. Thus did St. 5 
| a Paul and his colleagues triumph. This 

mamlade him cry with joy and exultation, 

Thanks be to God who makes us to triumph 
. Y i . 2 2 4 WIS To 1 22 


* 


but the language of his heart, wilen' this 


S Apoſtle ſaid, I bin myſelf happy, O king 
Agrippa, that I am called to ſprat before 
bee ibis day. With the greateſt fincerity 

can adopt this language of the Apoſtle. 
I think myſelf happy that I am called to 
inake maniſeſt tho xnowledge of the truths 

of the Goſpel to tliis attentive and reſpec- 
fable audience; and, with the ſame ſince- 
rity. I can add with our Apoſtle, Ti ner 
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2 grain of muſtard- feed, hich a man ahh 4 
and ſoted in bis fell: 
Fr W hich. indeed is the leaſt of all 
« ©: when it is grotun, it is the great 

. and becometh a tree, ſo that the _ A 
F | #0? in cue and lodge in ' the 1 


—_ 


ſpe] of the kingdom, 
or tho law of Chriſt. This divine law be- | 
ing written in the . reigns, and has 
C3 dominion 
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30 ON THE Syccrss 
daminion over us, and hereby fits us tb 


reign with God in glory. Hence it is 


called a kingdom; it eſtabliſhes a power- 
ful empire in the heart, which is the em- 


pire of God, and it makes us meet for | 


that kingdom above, which God has pre- 
pared fot his children. 

Now this kingdom of heaven, this holy 
goſpel, or evangelic law of Chriſt, he ſays, 
is _ ta 4 rain of muſtat 1 It is ſo, 
0 1 ess 
| the ſnallneſyof i its buginnings 


20 2 the 2 of all ſceds. 


Secondly, By its great increaſe and x pro- 
grels 1 in the world; When it is grown it 

omes the greateſt of all herb 

The chriſtian religion, in its origin, was 


ſmall, and had few to enibrace and = 
port it but; as a grain of miuſtard- ſced 
which is the leaſt of all, as ſoon as it is 

ſown, takes root; ſprings up; becomes 

ſtrong, ſhoots forth branches, 1 10 

ot 

a tree, and . me 


leaves. bears fruit, reaches the. 
fouls of the air.“ —— 
few 


to be preached in Judea, b 


men; was ſoon ſpread among al nations ; 7 


211 or ic Janos; <1 eee 


* 80 odoſerided by a learned Gänge 10 
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a law which we 


law of Chriſt, 
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lified tlie er heathen Gods, and 


became the reigning law from ſea to fea, 


and from the river to the ends of the earth”; 


in which we profeſs to place our greateſt 
hopes; and which'is the alone fue that we 


ought to lay down for all our actions and 


14 


conduct i 
Power and holineſs are Alertded to his 


The Pſalmiſt ſays, the lawfof the Non 
undefiled, and by a peculiar power att 


ing it, converts and lis the foul to God; 
it is perfect, converting the foul, the teftimony 
of the Lord is ſure, making wiſe the fimp 2 
he power» and holineſs of the 90 or 
evangelic law, is here aſſerted by the Pſal- 
mist; a power which far furpaſſes nature, 


and which from tlie firft eſtabliſpnent of 
this law has gained i it the moſt powerful 
conqueſts. It muſt therefore. be à Mvine 


= er that attends the preaching of the 
W of Chriſt or it could not effect ſuch 5 
Ponders, in faving fouls ff om-death,” 
P hrift's ſermon of whit: mount, is 125 wo 


; abr 


and ee We" to be any Without 
| cauſe. 18 e ee And 


t of this hol) lar, and the ſub 
27 here he « lains' its extent 


at the luſt⸗ 
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profeſs to have received, 


ſpel of the kingdom. | 


me mn, 
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32 |. ON THE $yccnss | 
of God. What then muſt. be that filthy. 


and obſcene converſation which ſo much 
abounds. . 

In the further exp . of the holy 
law, Chriſt makes them guilty, who ſwear 
by the heavens or the earth, much more ſo 
muſt they be who ſwear. by. the, greateſt of 
names. Hence appears, how holy this law 


is; and its author could ſay to his enemies, 
which of you convinces me of fn? Philoſophers 


ay human law-givers could make no other 
Etions to this law of Chriſt, than its 


N Lene too ſtrict and too holy. Heathen 
writers have borne teſtimony. in favour of 


the amazing effects of the goſpel on them 
who heard it. When the plague made 


dreadful ravages in the Roman army, un- 


der the emperor Valerian, the Chriſtians 
were employed in nurſing and comforting. 
their enemies, with as much care as if they 
had been brethren! No human laws had 
ever produced ſuch a change in the hearts 
and conduct of men, which. might well 
aſtoniſh . every beholder; ,.. vt be reaſon 


Why the goſpel has not now the, fame n 


ects upon them who hear it, is becauſe it 
is not heard as the word ff God. When 


we conſider how many . firſt Chriſti- 


ans have taten joyfully- ing LA o the. 


goods,' how many virgins, have ©, BI ferred 


the NO of death to the 225 emb races. 


{i 
- 


a RY 


and watered with his” 'dews of heaven! 
grace, which grows and increaſes, like a 


checks the ſallies of 


wich reſolution to do 


moſt” ancient ſu 
_ liſhed 30 ſuperſtitions on Which tlie 
TOY Weit TOE one” eternal 7 


or Twi ors,” 33 


; of 1impious: men; Wick What noble ſetiti- 
ments they were inſpired, and with what 


fervent devotion they were animated”: 
When we ſee holineſs of life, and deadneſs 


_ to the pleaſures of the world prevailing, 
not only in eloiſters, but in camps and 


courts, all theſe gloribus effects muſt be 
aſcribed to the power of the golpel; to the 
feed of God's word being ſown in the heart; 


= 


tree planted by the rivers, and brings forth 
fruit in abundance; % mightily grew the 


word of God and prevailed.” -'Fhis law of 
Chriſt inſpires its ſuhjects with patience, 
under the: moſt ſenſible pains, Feel 


injuries, and greateſt adverſities; it ſub- 
dues the riſings of reven d pins 3 and 


What this holy: - engen bi N aſpires 
without regard to 
the ſmiles or frowns of the greateſt of men: 


When Chriſt; che giver bf this evangelic 
law, after an obſcure Ife of thirty years, 


as a publie teacher, 

| things maſt” 
in order to eſtabliſn his law among men? 
The world muſt be formed à few. The 
perſtitions muſt be abo- 


| neſs 


& accompliſhet? 


1 


—— 
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neſs depened, which they preſerved as the 
inheritance of their fathers for which they 
fougght at the hazard of life. In order to 
eſtabliſh the goſpel in the world, men muſt 
be brought to renounce errors, the uſe of 
which many ages had authoriſed, which 


were ſupported by the examples of all na- 
tions, which favoured the intereſt of na- 
ture; the poſſeſſion of which could not be 


troubled without troubling the univerſe. 
Such were the ſuperſtitions and errors it 
was neceſſary to ruin, in order to the r. 
ception of the Chriſtian religion. 
Bauch was the fallow- ground, long over- 
rown with briars and thorns, that was to 
be broken up, in order to ſow this grain of 
muſtard, ſo that it might grow and ffauriſop 
_ like a cedar in Lebanon; or, like that tree 


in Nebuchadnezar's dream, yþho/e height 
reached unto heaven, whoſe. branches ſpread 


to the ends of the earth, and afford ſhadow 
to the beaſts f the field, and habitation to 
the fouls of the air. But this was not all; 
much more was neceſſary for the ſpreading 


of the goſpel: this law of Chriſt muſt be re- 


ceived in the heart; a law. that had the ap- 


pearance of great ſtrictneſs, a religion, 


contrary to all the inclinations of the fleſh. 


What a glorious but arduous enterprize 


was this ? What power and fortitude were 
neceſſary to accompliſh it? The POR ME 
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among the ſchools of philoſophy at 
made to this enterprize? But if Chriſt had 


0 t ſcience,. and without ſupport: g 
would not this ſcheme be treated as folly ll. 
and chimera? Nevertheleſs, all this Fonds 5 „ 
actually accompliſhed: by his goſpel; (TEM 


Joyful ſound went forth into all lands; 
little grain of muſtard-ſeed ſprang rh 48 
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of this holy lay muſt be poſed to the 
fury of the kings of the earth, to the Baer 
ly wiſdom of ſtateſmen, to the - cruelty of 1 
tyrants, to the furious zeal of idolaters, - * 
and to the mad impiety of Atheiſts, and i 
the rage of devils ! If our Lord had con- | 


verſed with the . philoſophers of that day, | 
upon this plan of making his law, to be [1 
univerſally received; if he had faid, in | 
| ſpice of all oppoſition, my goſpel ſhall be 2 
taught by unlettered fiſnermen; ſhall {> 
flouriſh and win its widening way: EW ; 1 
all the world; ſhall make diſciples among . Fl 
the houſhold of Cæſar, at Rome, and ; | 


Athens, what anſwer would they have 


added, that to accom 2 5 all this, he would 
mE of none of thoſe means, which 
human wiſdom would ſuggeſt, for ſuch 


important deſigns; that neither human 


TOs nor human eloquence would be „ 
We 49 oyed, but only poor and obſcure men, 6 
u 


began at Jeruſalem, and from thence, the 


and ſhot forth branches to the Mien 'of EH 
earth. This has been the admiration of * 
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many of the geat and learned, and; is 
ſtriking proof of the power and Holineſs 


of, the goſpel. This law, ef;.Chriſt; has 
been eltabſhed upon principles, in Which 
the reaſon of man is loſt, and; muſt there- 


fore. be aſcribed to a divine. „power. | 
an law. -eſtabliſhed-- 


Neyer was any hun 
amidſt ſuch oppoſitions and per ſecutions. 
Tertulian ſays, the blood of, its ſabje&s 
was the fruit ul ſeed that made ĩt tc to langt 


and prevail. God has given us a prof at 
this miracle i in that Which befel t e He- 


brew Haves in Egy pt ; the, More they 
were 3 in their labours at the: 
brick-kiln, and in Naying the firſt-borngthe. 


We family they became! a: great nation. 


at an aſtoniſhing ſcene here opens to 
our fight! We ſee the world conſpired 1 
gether againſt Chriſt and againſt his law. 


The kings of the earth tand 8 5 take coun 


el together againſt. tbe. Lord, aud againſt: 
his. anointed; ibey cm, let us breat the 


bends of this law, ande and caſt. aue 


ts cards. from. US) <2 xy Web e 


Fen pts: :. the Lord bas ibem in deriſion. 


8 N E e of dar raiſes | on all ſides 


Al 


mighty 


more they multiplied and increafed ; from. 


The Powers. of ee 8 ; hew 
down” this ſpreading tres, and to _ its. 
* branches, and deſtroy its root; hut he ub 
W s in the heavens, laughs: ary their dain at- 


. 


4 


perors ſend forth edicts; magiſtrates pro- 
nounce the moſt dreadful ſentences ; the 


hangmen Prepare their ſcaffolds; and ex- 


ecutioners- their dungeons, and racks and 


fires ; what then ſhall tender virgins and 
children do, who were among the victims 
devoted to the ſlaughter? How ſhall they 


ſuſtain the furious tempeſt of theſe perſecu- 
tors, and meet death in ſuch dreadful forms! 
But, ſenſible of their own weakneſs, God 


does all for them; they ran eagerly into 


Chriſt and his goſpel ; when the fiery fur- 


nace, and. racks and tortures were prepar- 
ing for them, they ſaid, as Hebrew chil- 
dren, that God whom we ſerve is able to 


executions muſt have deſtroyed the goſpel 


tree, root and branch? The ſame txials of 
cruel mockings, of bonds and impriſon- 


ments, and burnings, were endured by 
many in this land, under Queen Mary. 
The powers of earth and hell ſeem to be 
let looſe on the profeſſors of the goſpel; 


they are bound and laden with chains; 
they are ſhut up in dungeons; they are 


fixed upon croſſes; their joints are ſtretch- 


ed upon racks; they are ſlain by hunger 
| us and 
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and thirſt, by the 


the extremities of the earth; is powerful 
and reigns; is received and reverented: 'by 
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word and fire; yet that 
goſpel they profeſs, ſpreads and inereaſes, 
makes new conquelts every day paſſes 7 


ſome, among all nations; the more its 
followers are oppreſſed and perſecuted, 


the more chey multiply and inereaſe; more 


than this, ſome of the bittereſt Enernes to 


this goſpel have at laſt received it; thoſe 


who moſt eagerly perſecuted the profeſſors 
of it, have become the moſt zealbus to 


promote its intereſts, and defend its 


truths. © Among theſe perſecutors the gol 
pel has gained ſome of the moſt batbarous 
hangmen, tyrants, and crowned heads. 

St. Jerome ſpeaks of his rejoiein e a 
Roman lady, that the Serapis of Egypt 


was become Chriſtian ;. that the frozen 


regions of Sythia burned with the ardours 


af devotion to Chriſt, and that the barba- 
rous 


Hunni fang praiſes to the God of 
Iſrael. But now many profeſſors of chriſ- 
tianity are ſtrangers to the fervent devo- 
tion, and inſtead of ſinging praiſes to God, 
blaſpheme his name. But were chriſtians 


of the preſent day, to have their religion 


put to the ſame trials of dungeons and 
fires, and gibbets, how many would give 


vp” their e and turn e 


How 
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How: 3 rathen chuſe the» reli- 
gion of the pope, or turn Mahometans, 
age for Profeſſing Chriſt und his 


goſpel! But hence the cauſe of this 
mighty difference; that feeble women, 


and almoſt infant chriſtians, could ſuffer 

for their religion, what many would now 

ſhudder at the thought of? Why, they 

. ey ern 
y een * 

power of the goſpel, but benen *. 

| e * it ! 154 EFFECT 


1 
: 


ment, inſorma us, that the firſt -chriſtiads 


— it every day, and that if any ne- 
glected it on Sunday, they were excommu- 


nicated, that others might not be hurt by 


their bad example; they would not ſuffer 
ay; to{be.called;-chriſtians-who would not 


obey the law.of Chriſt, and adorn his goſ-- 


It is becauſe the profeſſion of chriſ- 
— coſts aus nothing, that there are ſo 


many hypocrites in the church: where we 
ſubject to the ſame perſecutions and ſuf- 
ferings as the firſt chriſtians, how ſew would 


take that ſacred character] but thoſe, few, 


vVvould probably: be chriſt ſow Soren yet. 
Chriſt himſelf; Rad one hypoe ite among his 
* diſciples, and another who n 
fear x. denies him. 10 

| | Da. 77 711 3 HS 21 Nav 
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Now it is impoſnble that the. quence | 
of man could produce ſuch wonderful ef- 
fects, as for ſo many to chuſe \franglin ta- 
ther than life, for the hope of x! 
it muſt havebeen therefore by — divine 
jg that attended the preaching of LY 

hen the ſeed of the word was ſowing, a 
divine hand directed it to the good ound, 
there rooted = and _— — — it be- 
came a tree, and brought to per- 
ſection. When the bow of the res rt pode 
drawn at a venture, by the preachers, an 
invincible hand guided the arrows to the 


hearts of the hearers, whereby the People 
fell under its power, and became its Win- | 


wh. ; 10 — called the glory 
l as well as the author of it. 
Hence the prophet addreſſed the church 
thus: Ariſe, fine, for thy light in com 
and the glory of the Lord is rin np thee. 
my this power of the goſpel is called 
wer of Chriſt. Thy people Hall be 
ling in the day of thy power, Since then 
this ele Chriſt is the greateſt of his 
mercies, it muſt call for gratitude from 
them to whom it is ſent: not to receive the 
goſpel in love, not to attend it conſtantly, 
not to obey it and be thankful, for it is 
the baſeſt ingratitude to God, and moſt 1 in- 
| Js to our . * 804 
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God has ſent his ſyhrit to reveal the 
truths of his goſpel, and to apply them by 
his power; he has ſent us the light of his: 
law to draw us from the ſhades of eternal 
death, and guide us to a bleſſed life. How 
great then muſt be, not only the ingtati- 
tudes; but the born, 5 hot, Ne „ 5 


Ne thai ad. are 98h e $235 hs 1 


The preceeding pitt". ant hep {ard „ 
juſt cauſe of aſtoniſhment, that the goſpe 1 
ſnould work ſuch wonderful effects, at firſt, 
in the heathen world, yet among many 
chriſtians, it orks no change in heart 0 
life, The goſpel: of Chriſt is like himſelf, 
the ſame yeſterday, to-day, and for ever; and 
he haspromiſed. the ſame power ſhall at- 
tend it; yet many who hear it, continus to 
live in ſin. But the reaſon is, it is not 
ine with faith in them who. Hear it; the 
have no deſire to feel its power and fits 
_ eacy- Hege it is, that many Who — 
born in heathen darkneſs, are more mora 
and decent in their lic a conduct than 
Many ghrſians...: £64326, Mac: £5 

Is it not aſtoniſhing t > . 
pel which has humbleq; kings, and made 
them renouncghthgypomps of the — | 
ſnould not „ the pride and am- __ 
bition of Chelftiansz, ſhould not efface from, = 
ny heart thoſe 1 n 2 grandeur ang 
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fortune, which ol y all their thoughts 
and time, and for which they 'facrifice 
their falvation ? Is it not aſtoniſhing that 
the fame goſpel, which-many would hear, 
at the expence of their lives and fortunes, 
ſhould now, by many, be diſregarded ?. 
Is it not ſurpriſing that the law of Chriſt, 
which has inſpired ſo many of the great 
and rich to give up their poſſeſſions, to 
have all things common with the poor, 
ſhould not check that covetouſneſs and 
love of money which ſo much prevails? 
Is it not aſtoniſhing, that the goſpel which 
us inſpired fo many feeble omen to ruſh 
into the arms of death, ſhould not deliver 
us from all fear of man, in declaring and 
profeſiing the truths of the goſpel? Is it 
__noSonderful. that the ſame gracious pro- 
*. which have ſupported ſo many mar 
e weariſome exiles, in rigorous cap 
ities, and the moſt horrid executions, 
ould not ſupport chriſtiant and make 
them patient in light adverſities? But it is 
not becauſe the ſame power is wanting to 
the goſpel, but becauſe the ſame faith 15 
wanting to them who hear it. 
-% To their faithgygwhich was the Kath of 
| God's elett, all things were poſſible; it 
follows. therefore, that they who do and 


Decauſe they are dead in i.” „ 

But what will it avail us to be called” 
chrittians,” if we have not the faith and 
holineſs of chriſtians? What advantage to 
hear that goſpel that has ſo triumphed over 
the powers of darkneſs in others, if it do 
not deliver us from the dong pride 
and laſt, and every evil temper ? Surely. 
then, all thoſe holy martyrs and virgin? 
who lived in dens and caves of the earth, 

and were burnt at the ſtake for their love 
to 3 oſpel, muſt riſe in b ee againſi 
be neglectors of the go oel of brs eneration, 
and condemn them 155 his l: "Chriſt has 
the ſame power to ſanctify rat ſave as ever + 
it had; what it has done for God's people 
in all ages, it can do for us by ſupport in 
life, and comfort in death. : 
* "Nothing, befides the goſpel, N 
this; our- own righteouſneſs cannot 


JJ K 


2 „„ OO -——_— 
* 7 5 > . 4 . ; 


W 

—_— port us under trials and temptations in 
Inaaor afford us comfort in death. 'T 5 
4 works of the law will be miſerable com- 
; forters againſt the darts of the King of ter- 


rors, but the faith of the goſpel wil expel 
thoſe painful arrows, W 2 ou_cleave, * 
to the law of works or pas and 3 
e 


but cangor i ve you 1 pre 
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be 8 in order to bis God by: the 
law ofgliberty, b of peace. But 
even this will not ſave us, if it be only 4 


heard and nor obeyed; the laws and policy 
of earthly kingdoms, are very di erent. 
from the law and policy of Chriſt's . | 
dom; my kingdom is not of this world. 
Theſe obſervations ſhould make us wn „ 
ſolve, that ſince the goſpel has been a 5 ; 
_ *tended with ſuch power in others, we will, 
from this day, yield to its authority. Let 
us pray, that when the arrows of God's 
word are flying abroad, they may be di- 
refed by his almighty hand, till the na- 
tions are brought in ſu jection to Chriſt, - 
An author, ſpeaking of this law of 
Chriſt, makes theſe holy vows: My God 
0e What thy word has made known to me, 
I will perform; I give up myſelf to the 
<« directions of thy holy law, let it com- 
| © mand, and I. will obey; let it intimate 
\& thy. will, and I will accompliſh it; let 
« jt point out the way, and I will walk 
ce therein; it is true this way to life is a 
© narrow and thorny way, but by. ts 
power of thy goſpel, which will guide 5 
« and ſupport meg. I ſhall ſupport all dif-. 
« ficulties ; he thorgg of this life will be 
& turned into flowers: at leaſt; when death 
comes, I ſhall enter into reſt. O were 
2 Ps of Thy divine ſeed to be har- 
6 * rowed i: 


oY * 


g 


= 


a RA AC. 


is afraid of the leaſt reproach of the ſmalleſt 
difficulty; but when it is grown and be- 
come ſtrong, it removes mountains of dif- 


or THE G le 456 


rod! n with ſuch Dur oſes, and wa- 
ee tered with God's bleffing, how would 
c jt again flouriſn as a ſpreading tree, and 


« © bring A1 the Je of eee and 


4 ons with the ſum of (ths parable | 
from Mr. Burkitt: the 


pared to a grain of . not yo" 
on account of its ſmall beginnings and ra- 


pid progreſs in the world, but alſo in the 
13 of every chriſtian. The grace of 


faith is ſmall and feeble at its beginning, 


ficulties, and glories in the reproach of 


8 


Chriſt. When the divine ſeed is Kirn | 


ſown in the heart, it is aday of ſmall t 


A young chriſtian is compared to a bru 


reed, that can hardly ſtand under = 
ſlighteſt blaſt of Ara and perſecution ; 
but ſtrong 090 Dear all things, and 


endure all thi 


The Church af Chriſt, like that vine 
brought out of E has taken root in 
this land, may it flouriſh to the end of 


time His church, is in the text, com- 
in which the fowls 


le people of God have 
—— to it er food and reſt, for ſhade, 


ſhelter, and proretion; ſuch is the 2 
ta 
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keclasiaerse, Chap. X11. . Verſe 255 

A HOW, thy e in . inn of 
thy youth, "while the evil days come not, 
nor the years draw nigh when thou alt 
1 7 have no FIR? in ene e 
MONG the bogs God ee 
of the Iſraelites, that: of tbe firſt 
fruits was very conſiderable. rere was 
no ordinance more exactly preſcribed, or 
that extended'to ſo many particular things, 
as the conſecration of the firſt fruits to 
God as the Creator; he required his por- 
tion of them firſt, before the people ſhould 
Fu a Ma any part of them to their vow” 
e. 
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wel A fene to God h And. 

born, otherwiſe he muſt redeem him from 
the hand of the Lord, for five ſhekels of 
ſilver. The maſter of an inheritance owed 


——— PPC Dr 5 am 


EP ; 
o 8 8 
n 2 0 


to God the firſt- born of all his cattle; 


thoſe that were not proper for ſacriſices 


muſt be redeemed, and the others Were 
facrificed upon the altar. God alſo requir- 


ed the firſt- fruits of tr newly planted, 15 
to be devoted to him. x9 r MET Q-> Nb. = 


They were offered the forth year; the 


three firſt years produce being accounted 
unclean; — the Iſraelites muſt not eat 
of them till the fifth. year; they. muſt alſo 


yearly devote to the Creator — firſt- fruits 


of the corn, and wine, and oil, and all the 


fruits of the earth; particularly all muſt 
be offered without delay, while it was 


Exod. xxii. Th an not ey 


young: 
0 offer of thine abundance. + 
As ſoon as the ſun had ri 125 ee 


of barley, they muſt be o ered; the day 
after the paſſover, which was the beginning | 


of barley harveſt, .- And at the feaſt of 


pentecoſt the firſt-fouics: of the wheat, in 


two loaves were offered, made of that 
which was produced from: the neweſt cars. 
And at the feaſt of Tabernacles they pre- 


ſented: 16 ce Lord the fink put uf he 


wine and oil, of the figs and the ſtuits 
they had gathered. By chis, men are 


1 
3 8 - 


raught, ; 


* 
3 8 N 
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N 


| ——— of the earth] for Sich u per 
craaks are due to Hir. By this we are 
alſo taugkt that . 10¹ d de 
begun“ wich religiof and piety; char 
beginne of our" Fit,” the bes Sihning of. 
every year;! toy df If our K life, 
| ſhoulif be devoted te God; vi fool” and” 
body our thoughts and actions iht not 
ts beemployel för Our Gn purpoſes, till 
they are firſt devoted to our Creator, who 
firſt made us, anch when: bolt, redeemed” 
us. abt. 381 8 e ffs $9: im 18 
* Ouronievtitings in their beginning ant 
progtels; and cotiefufion; mould be offered” 
to kim, as were che firſt fruits of the earth, 
in the ear, in the dough, and in bread; 
he'requires the . ruits at the 2 To 
that fs: the ſpring” our age aide e | 
Weunuft devote to 5 0 the Ste B.A 
 pefiteeoſt}"theprinie'v? our manhood” 120 
riper years we miſt devote ta the Lord 
the firſt· fruits of the feaſt of the taberna- 
cles, the autumn of our days; for the 
winter, which is without fruit, there Was 
no arte te feaſt or offerings of firſt- 
fruits. Old age is not in itſelf fruitful to 
God; little is done for him, when thoſe 
evil days uf weakneſs and bass eotme when 
n * in ibem. 


SRL Aud! 


8 


* 
* * 3 2 ; 1 4s 1 28 n 1 & 
I V AE tes tad ads. 4 1 
2 8 4 1 ** LR ** 2 ; 4 . 1 


* 


3 to young men; and aſter te 


l eh bring them into dense: | 
he gives this counſel that they, may eſc ape. 


a=. : ox IMM Ave 
P who reſuſe to C od their youth» 


| 3 np, 4 wy a ae eden, 


their former ways; they who: | 
low: and ſpw in ſpring have; | 
to Ka any harveſt, or am 7 
ech them from periſhing in win- 


oe 


ter. 5 TAS remem ber our Creator in ib Aye 


of youth, in the ſpring of lite, is the ſure, 


wa e from periſhi ing under God's: 
P. 


leaſure in old age, when the winter: 


| of life draws nigh, in which there is 0 


pleaſure. God hates delays and idleneſs ; Fr 
calls for our ſervioes to him early in life, 


and early in the morning; this is what 


the wiſe man points out in the text, and 
to which he exhorts. After er having pro- 


nounced upon all the pleaſures of the wore. 


vanity of vanities, he Add reſſes himſelf p: 


em, that for all cheir ſinful pleaſures, 


condemnation, remember now. t Creator 
in the days of thy youth. - And what age 
ſtands more in need of ſuch counſel than 
that of youth, who are ready to ſay. « Go. 
e and preach to old men, who. are near 


the grave, and leave us to enjo Mis. 


cc time enough for us to think of Reli- 
ion!“ Come then, you, that are in the: 

"PE: of your days, in the ws 
5 ite; 


4 


1 an TN Jays Spores in EX and age; ; 
p and 5 in che autumn, or winter 
| life 00 3 beg an attentive car ; 
| Hake been yoring, 29 ka? if the remem- 
bran nee of your yourhiul | days: cannot make. 
ou jou, may they make you weep re- 
pP. HERE tears... Cone and * what Is 
doughi to Have done, n Hh ou 
ee e en feprntante into fe Tal 
70 that e maps fulfilled: in 7 
ae ar honourable, when j 


ous 


-- "= 
* 47 
* Ka 4 * 4 
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i wid yourig,” in learning the remen 
their Crea ter; and thoſe" Who are old, 
e ich (how to repair the evils of youth, | 
þ 4, | rs Sergf⸗ There are two. 
ings to in the text; ene d ty, 
and the time, in eh it is t in praftie ce. 
— Te duty, is che remembrance. of dur 
Creator: the . E in youth, 
early in life. aracter of the 
ita” that hes 13 God; and to fav 
4 man ſoxgets his Creator, nothing worſe 
can be ſaid of him for that man is 
ſurely undder the wrath'of that God, "wh 
he hu: ts; and David ſays, not only 'the 
wickid all be turned into Hell, but all the 
W at forget God. 
. This 
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This precept,,remember thy. Creater, fi 
8 Narr firſt, That we have PM 
| ator ſecondly, .Thatweknow this; thifdly , 


Creator, ve need nat Jop 
| b , wh: e has dene, and : ; bal 
doing for us: 6 ng .of a Neſerva- 
ion, leads hs 0 fte ud (488, 71 

| leads vs to ky je 5. life i 


W384 Zo member Aur ee 2 
What mere, juſt and re — 
him to whom We. * 


and are? What ingratitude to f f 
1 Nag He Has not rae vs Lay nc (7h Fre- 
membering him, forge 


5 Teal * Tor an 75 
, - 
to diſregard, him! No; ouf deſtres of the 


the ſou aching finite galt Meer 


and che dclire of being happy. Which pre 
in t he heart 4a 


Vail in us, are implanted 
ad us nde . Auch 2 


„ ee 
at „ > 1 5% 
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at Meg, often ger Bi 1 wo tm E | 


1 ralerved - 
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loving him, to leaxe us at hem 
orig en the infinite capacity 
eh n 


18 


| 0 ares nres. if 3 


1 ad og us So Who 15 Gere Lege 
is nearer to you, and t6 whom you 
much ag ro your” Creator? Ir you kad no 
88855 you could be capable ' o 
t 

kingdoms: were offered you, What would 
they. ptofit, wete your the next mo- 
ment to ceaſe! Your exiſtence, our! life 
| is therefore a greater benefit than 
"worlds could be; you muſt 'own that 


you ought to remember the ſmalleſt Kind- 


neſs of g friend; HOW then can you for e 
: this great kindneſs of your Creator Pi: "E*:9 
To remember, is an action of the mind, 


lch brings back an idea which had &ſ- | 


caped it. Fe remember om. Creator, ſup- 
poſes that education and religion had be- 
fore impreſſed! the idea of à Creator. It 
was in 4 way*of ng that heathen 
philoſophers came to the knowledge of a 
reator, without-the aid of N by 
te on the order and beauty of the 
World; upon the connection of cauſes and 
elfecke and upon the regularity of the moti- 
ons of che ſun, and moon, and ſtars: all theſe 
# 'prodlaim the Creator, and more p werfully, 
than im. eloquence of words. hey paſſed 
from theſe works to the great artificer; 


or ſecond cauſes to the firſt; from ef- 


1 4 fects 


E fo . 


no benefit. 
fs from relations or friends; if 


be 9 ir Not to think of this Creator, is 
know, and remember their maſter' 


ture teaches, 
heathen philaophers Ju in iuag - 
ment againſt vu. e- TI 
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K eee the deſires 
1 him ho can ſatisſy them. 
may then ſay 40 every man, remem- 
rare 123 5 one Em 
S2 vou, Y | 
cence ſometimes. makes: thi "5 
ſeek hin ig; things beart, he, is here 


by =o ſpirit of grace. if thou Jaokeſtup. 


to Heayen, he Is t were, on . 


grace; if chou laokeſt 40 the 


ah things } it Sons en, is hand made them 


all; if thou 1 e into the abyſs of hell, 


- | where thopſands.c of fallen angels and wick 


- ſpirits are victims of his quſtice, behold 
he there in vengeande reigns: every where | 
impreſſion, the: mark ot his finger may 


to be below. the beaſt, that pe ow ich. 
1 not then the leflans-which all na- 


concerning the Creator: leſk ; 


Another means of. giving us the hoy 
ledge of a bac byte 18 9 


that, it is done Jake 
125 The pious Peredt 8 72 


he ck his children to pronounce e 
God, (not as me hear, ee 


childr en 15 


— 


«ag p 
rve and glori him but how: my 
den are Hiferel to play on aSab 
inſtead of teaching them ar home, .; = 
member their Creator, to remember to 
his Sabbath holy; a fad) | 
ts do not remember hi 
— . faid to che you 


F pious Parents, we 


5 0 n thai God to whom von 
y conſecrated in infancy, 
were taught to fear before you 


were ſolemnly 


. 
knew him, or your infant tongue could 


liſp his name 
FOUE Creator e you into the world, 


our Creator, is reading and hearing God's 


word, and attendance on his holy. ſacra- 
me ts; but what a ſhame and reproach i is it; 


that 


name: this is the end for which 
means to know and remember 


* — —— — 7 W 
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that after all theſe leflons of nature nd 
ligion, ſo many live in for of 
God! How many, who have: 
brance of God, yet glorify Him not as 1 . 
It is not enough to remember there is 2 
God, unleſs we diligently ſeek him as our 
portion and reward. It has been obſerved 
that this precept in the text, ſuppoſes that 
God is often forgotten: the temembrance 
that there is a God may hot be totally craſed 
from the mind; but to forget: him, in the 
ſenſe of ſcripture, 1 is not to think of kim 
frequently,andwith love and affection. Not 
to take pleaſure in frequent reflections on 
our Creator, is to forget and neglect him: 
on the contrary, to remember him is tc 
think of him oft en an and 250 5 5 
to walk in his Wa. 
in things of the world 7 6 ; 
complaint, but a bad memory, with 3 
to God and his corunatids, | is e | 
gerous, and often fatal. TER 
It is not only the abi. gr for 
; 4 Creator, . who. is that fool that [| 
Bis beari there is no God; not only che 
curean, who., denies his providenee, a 
fays, that he takes no account : of. hum 
affairs, but all who wilfully ſin againſt, him. 
They forget that he is in all places, when 
they dare to {in before his face ; they for- 
Bet his Juſtice, when they do not fer 1 


7 . 


or T HE RR Aron. 
to offend him, 8 
ful theeatehiagss ] . forget 


hen they: repay bim wich ing ingratitude 
order tg Atay the violence of che Ant 


N + this onn 


— — Creator £4 
{the wounds: of ſin are 
a to forget our bene⸗ 


ſo deep in the-ſoul, 
ths rache roar el = e 
particularly 


g his dread- | 


babe 61 7 Yau Ny . to ele their 


ETC TIEN 


2 the eternal 


! 
7 o 
* 1 ; 
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— — 
1 k DL 
2 


ber thy. Oreator's: they ſee 


Touth will not: belieut 


their omn, 
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particularly to young 


| TE in he days of 355 ahve 0 Youth 15 


when many forget their Crentor, 


becauſe they think death is afar off. V Wen ; 


ſent themſelves, which 3 2 mm, 
flatter and enchant them; all theſe object 4 
which ſtrike the mind, anddeephy i 4 
it through the windows of the Ketiſes, 0 

occupy and diſtract i i; as often to ut {git 


the: remembrance f God. At this 4 


they are all eye and all. ear to ſenfibh 
things, but are Hlind and deaf to the things 
of God and heaven: they hear not the 
voice of God, ſaying iti his word, mem. 
r heaven 
nor hell; andithey think themſelves too 
far from ald : a; . 5 
to he concerne about them 


ſhort, and ęternity err Fey hand, Nin m 
will they be perſuad — is g 8 e 5 
them to: be well:3 oved, to obtaid; an 
eternal ha — bine's 
do their on will and ſeek 
their own pleaſure.. A fanguine conktitys . 
tion puſhes: them on with Violence. The 
imagination is lively; their blood runs 
* N all the motions of 
eir 


5 cer ſpirit ar Giada * how : 


8 e are taſted with 


range can ing et are purſued 
with a hunger and . cannot be ſa-/ 


_ tisfied ;, they only ſeek for company off 
thein own age, ho, in their [converſation; 


manners, and example;. tend only to ex- 


cite che. gratifications of tha potions, and 
the books 


lead them farther: from God,: 
5 they. read; have the fame tendeney 
d romances are referred to. the orales 

| of God, and 

world has its authors to defend its maxims, 

77 in moſt companies ſome are heard to 
utter thoſe things that tend to corrupt the 
beat and life. How ready is the ear of 
0 1 5 to liſten to ſuch converſation i NO 


der their Creator is forgotten. It is 


F highly y. neceſſary then, that the miniſters 


religion ſhould: endeavour to ſtem this 


torrent of impiety and ungodlineſs, by 


frequently repeating. this precept, mem 
ber ty Creator... 1555 is for 1 9 


hat God ud have young people re- 


& <4 


tends youth, when left to them ena. 


When a man deſires to be remembered by 
another, he generally has ſome intereſt in 
it; "bux« our. remembrance of the Creator 


7 2 3; «DD E 1 3 
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of religion. The 


| to ſave thin from that in- 
- evitable;. 5 — at which ;generally ' at- 


R wo * 
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1 „ eee ee eee | 
5 8828 remember” that their Creator will 
their judge as creation began che 
actions towards man, ag e e | 
ſent world, 2 judgment will finiſh, thin. 
Henee he ſays, rejorce, O young: man, in 
| the Addys f thy youth, and walk: ir ih! 
Aab aß thine eyes, and the mclinations; of 
2 thine heart: (we may underſtand it as a 
FA declaration oſ what is the uſual practice of 
1 FF 
| BUT, 4e that for all theſe things;{tor all 
pyovor jollity, and torgetfulnefs:of youb Cre. 
aàtor) God will 3 you intb judgments TO 
call ybuth to the remembrance of Goc 
is to call the p en home to the fa 
ther's houſe. It is the creatures after Which 
the prodigal wanders; © thoſe creatures: 
chat are pronounced vanity, and are come 
| pared:to the buſts that are eaten iy (the | 
ſwine, which- cannot: ſatisfy man's Aubry” 
_ appetite for happineſs. Mia profil ing 
youth has ended his ſhort life at a 7 
2 ſeeking happineſs in the creature; and 
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eee 
. 5 
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- forgetting the -reator./* It is iherefore 
* When Abſolom had Ge forgot his 5 
as to rebel againſt his father, and to ſeek his life, 
we ſoon hear of his hanging in an oak, * 
to. i 


este *. 


into the 1 path to N N res $6. 
19 5 Fries, member thy Creator; to call 
; them from fading beauties and falſe plea- 
1 mes, to thoſe at. God's right” Hand, ue 
an never fade away.” | 
This precept inches the wht « re- 
ligion. To remember our Creator is to 
Wet um always before us; it is to have 
regard to him, in all our actions, and to 
walk diligently in all his commandments 
and ordinances.” He who rightly remem. 
bers his Creator, will fear him, becauſe he 
| is Almighty; will love him,” becauſe he 
is good; will honour and ſerve him, be- 
cauſe it is his due. He who properly re- 
members his Creator, will remember is 
laws to obey them; his threatenings to fear - 
them; his promiſes to believe and” em- 
brace them; and his benefits, to thank him 
for them. He will remember too, that 
very thortly; this Creator will reward; with 
157 TEend of happineſs or miſery, all man- 
ind, according to their works. 
441 Thus you have heard what is implied 
in this dt) LN "remembering our Creator 3 
and that young perſons are particularly 
exhorted to this duty. This, 1 purpoſe to 
daliſt ußon mote largely, at another op- 
F , T 73 re .conclude, with 
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bis grace, 
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. Commending. vou to; God, an- 
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1TH 120 chapter the ik und pelt 
nitent Solomon cloſes his ſer 
e vanities of life; in which are forwe 


4 


deep! impreſſion, on the hearts af: all, ef- 
e of youth. They are counſelled to 
devotion, from 8 taken 


Br any; calamities of old a e, and the 


great change that death will make. 
In my firſt diſcourſe, on this ſubject, 


you heard what OO in this duty, of 


remembering 


We” 


AS * 2 * 1 2 * 
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enhimbering wr Carol your ſerioũs and 
candid attention is now entreated, while 
it is conſidered, that this duty, is in a 
more particular manner required of youth. 
In the preceeding chapter, verſe 8. 
a man lives many 
all; yet let him r the days of dark- 
_nefs, for they ſpall be many. All that com- 


eth 3s vanity. But where are they to be 
found, who live nan 64 Jears and rejoice in 
y a- dee not 


2 all ? This is on 
in fact. The moſt 


ſtate 


its allays, and tlie mo cart! pi we ; 


— its damps; jovial ſinners have 
melancholy qualms, and chearful Alus 


have their gracious ſorrows. But ſuppoſ- 


ing the ſinner's day of youth ſhould be un- 


elouded, and its joy uninterrupted, yet A 
winter's night of age, or death, muſt fol- 


low; the days of darkneſs ſhall be aa ; 
the days of lying in a bed of death; or 


bed 1 duſt, where the body will lie Fi 
_ the dark, where the eye ſeeth nut, and the 


fun ſhineth not. The grave is a land of 


. 2 there aur . eee 
e days of our lying u ground: 
be more than the $:ofraur living above 
ground. Though a man's years 
earth may be thret ſcore andi tun,, hig 
under the earth, may he three ſdore 
ndred arid OO as aaa; i 


* bg nc WA 


E 


ears, and gjoice in them 
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4 2 . — — RT”. | "OR 
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ſurely corhe, and that they wilzbe mang 
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will have its morning. Though theſe days 


of darkneſs be many, they are all num- 
bered; and will be finiſhed at the motning 
of the reſurrection. It would be falutary 
for youth; in their mining of Hfe, to re- 


member. that thoſe: days of Garkneſb will 


6 J 


ani mirth onen 01 n fog e t 00150Y 
ze Many other reaſons may be aſſigned, 
why we are echorted particularly, to de- 


vote the flow - | I of 5 3 to God 3 1 T he 
difficult and important 


think it a trifling eaſy matter to be 
prepared for the kingdom of Heaven; 
now not what is implied in that prepa- 


ration. Ih the ſcience of ſalvation, we 


may ſay with juſtice; what has been ſaid 
of medicine v the art is long, and life is 


ſhort. The whole of man's age is ſhort 


enough for the taſł aſſigned him, of being 


prepared to meet his God. That virtue 
which gives meetneſs for Heaven does not, 


ke Jonah's gourd, ſpring up in a night. 
It is a delicate plant, grows and ſtrengthens 


by degrees: it wants time and much care. 
The guilt of ſin will not be; removed by a 
figh, nor the kingdom of Heaven be taken 


3 


will have its night, ſo the longeſt night 


nt work of our ſancti- 
fication and meetneſs for Heaven, ſhould 
engage us in it early in 1 life. Hi Th ey bis 


M4 | in 
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in a moment: nor will few fring wiſties 
change the ſinful heart. We! are ſub- 
bw: the power of , thoſe: unclean; ſpitits, 
which ane not caſt;out, but by faſting and 


prayer: and though the power of 
L is Almight 8 
N as Lene yon 

t by time: in ſome 
- know time is oY beſt ph 


youth then the * conquer firiful 
inclinations. aeg regular 9 
Though you are young, you have a long 


and narrow, and thorny way ta go: H you 


ſtay till towards the end of the day, and 
fſetting of the ſun, night may ſurpriae e 
and prevent you from ever arriving 
your wiſhed-for home. One who died 
K e « O for a month, qr-q 


« week longer!” but confeſſed, an age 


e was too ſhort for the work lie had, 20 


do.“ Hence David ſays; I made baſte, and 


delayed nat to keep ti commandmenta. 16 


it be objected, that what is called thi 


olden age of man, is little proper to e- 
| IF piety ;- that youth is flighty, in- 


ſpring is only proper for flowers, and 


autumn for froits; that l and pleas - 


vt * ' * 1 : y : p by z 57% DIES 2 - 
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et ſo Iveetotate are | 


2 11 Is: not. 


conſtant and fickle; that devotion re quires 
a more tranquile and ſettled age; that 


. or THE CREATOR, 


2 _ 126 1 11 1 Br nh 
To ſuch objections we may oppoſe this 
:cepr of Solomon, : and other paſſages in 


— 5 will nd i. 2 and good in his 


old age. We may alſo bring the ex- 
les of thie ſaints, . te who have 


amp 
choſen to ſervt and remember their Crea- | 


tor in youth. Fi _ mos Ant out of 
2 \anauth * : 


God, er Win to e — | 


to teach them the com- 
ſermons, ifi it be not t 


manded to teach their children the holy 
iptures, and to alk of them whor fitting 
int ' houſe, and walking 0 12 OE not 


1801 75 Fa We 12 "i 
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a Land Biſho of Cheſter: in his-excellent 


e chis . 


8 That N nyt 2 


te, which counſel youlls as well as 
4 1 ons. Ty; 


poker vf Chrilt: in bis | 


Lie. and to bring them to hear 
to remum ler their 
Creator im youth ? Why are parents co. 


TESTO 


et, preached lately at this me 
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to put them in practice, when grown up? 
ET all theſe pains, if ; ben 66 to be left 

its > pony their youthful days to the 
world and ſin? Everylage has its hin- 
drances, and its helps to piety and devo- 
tion. Youth and old age have their par- 
ticular temptations, and difficulties to ſur⸗ 
mount; but our -yonthful days are -moſt 
favourable to religion; chen the ſom ãs 
tender, and ſuſceptible of Pious impreſ- 
fions; then the mind is inflesible, the 
heart has not contracted obduracy by time 
and evil habits-. Why then ſhould: not a 
youth be turned early to that object to 
which he muſt one day be turned, or be 
turned into Hell. Moſt youth have prin- 
eiples of fear and modeſty, which may he 
improved to the advantage of early piety: 
but granting that youth are beſet With a 
thouſand ſnares and temptations: on this 
very account they ſhould remember: their 

Creator. An unbroken horſe: has need of 
the greateſt care, and the ſtrongeſt bridle: 
* is in a furious tempeſt there is the 
greateſt neceſſity of a good pilot. 1 75 
what may we compare à youth; who is 
abandoned to the inclinations of his own 
heart? He is like a ſhip” without fails, 
without a pilot, and Without a helm; 
toſſed by 1 dreadful. tempeſt in a dark 
night, ready to ſtrike againſt a rock, and 

| every 


h S . * 


moment liable to ſink into the great 
220 Such is the danger of a youth, when 
the yoke of religion is ſhaken off, and he 
is under the power and guidance of his 
e And are there not ſome ſuch, who 
1 my 72 RE de. and look into 
t infernal abyſs vine vengeance, 
over which you hang but by a brittle 
thread If the remembrance of the Creator 
does not reſtrain you, the conſequence; will 
be, you will go on, like the ox to the flaugh- 
ters er the fool to: the corretFion of the Bocks: 
CT gur 21 e moſtiy a guide 
1 Alibertine in youth, js | 
e ſame in age; i flelfes and 
Clit is the: ſame; even perhaps 
when he has loſt the. powen to act. Many 
ee rpoſes with regard ta a future 
© While their en is: only in 
idea; and their attachment ta the world is 
. they are ſurpriſed” by death, which 
3 11 0% ud che bar of thar God vf 
ey have forgotten. . 
Many who have palied hs meridian; of 
_ life, + oi grand it is tima to think of God and 
t. live the ſame. | With what 
EN and fettes are they held down to- 
things of time and Ee All their old 
habits plead for continuance, and ſeem to 
«a, 17 1 _ at laſt be forſaken? The 
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* on KEMEMBRANCE: 


gzination md conſtitution koveacquingd 
motions: and impreſſions, which refuſe to 
be conquered. 3 like a tree that 
has 185 deep root in the earth, which 


dannot be plucked vp oe 5 hand as once 


it might) hen a yo ng plant: much more 
d wiettden⸗ "Is then 


It is a good been that taken 
abandoned youth,” if . 

lives to old age, is generally decripid and 
Ne what is more ho oorable 


happy than old age, aſter piety and 
religion 12 youth? "Whan the Nane of 


1 ben plentebus in flowers and 


oſſoms, the autumn and winter of age 
will abound in fruit. When youth has 


been active, in running the race ſet. before 


45, age will, with joy, reach the be gol, an : ner 
obtain the prize: when youth has bee 


vigorous in warring tbe good warfare, age 


will compleat the victory. How bart 
and peaceable will old age be, when free 
from the reproaches and remorſe of ah ill- 
youth 1 In order then to eſbape the 
_— 


remember thy Creator in thy yuutdß. 

Fou have heard that the 8 un 
ter the law, muſt be offered y young, in 
order to be acceptable to God. The ſer- 


vices: and ſacrifices of youth, are moſt 


pleaſing 


But God expreſſed his hatred of victims 
offered that were lame and eld. They 


| Lord, but a foul 


| or THE extAron 0 
lehnt to the Creator: the lepe-willof- 5 
Sine of our early years, will brit | 
glory to him: When days of ſtreng un 
health, and beauty, are devoted to the Cre- 
- ator, 'this is a ſacrifice well-pleafihg in bis 


Night, that is ſure} to meet with. tokens of 


_ his acceptance; as did the dactifice of Abel. 


who live in forgerfulneſs; and: neglett of 


God, and his ways, till he euil days. of age 


gome on them, have no aſſurance of find- 


ing acceptance withhim, God wduld not 
accept the; facrifice of an unclean beaſt 


bis altar. ! 1 e u not uwe; 
What can old age have te offer to the 
long defiled and polluted 
by ſin; anc «oe ſinking under the 
mee of many ars of guilt? How can 


a ſinner, with any comfort or confidenct; 


offer to God the facrifice of his: laſt days, 
in which/he: can no longer ſerxe himſalf, 
mor the world; What can he then ex- 
ect, but to be ſent to thoſe maſters whom 

e: choſe. to ſerve in his. youth? To hear 
hs Creator bid him go to the world aud 
his compandons in ſin, And try what co 
fort they can now afford him But ali theſe 
will prove but miſerable comſoxters arhen 
Death ſtates him in the face, and points 
him to helf, as the juſt reward of ſin. 
Then 


72 ON REMEMBRANCE. 


Then he may ſay, O Death! bou bitter is 
the thoaght of thee, to an old man that has 
ere e e ys in fin, and forget- 
kulneſs of God ! CALF 18, ORE 444. k e 
Let thoſe then, who are young, begin 
to conſecrate the flower of youth to theit 
Creator. All that you poſſeſs of ſtrength, 
or wit, or beauty, you owe to him: re- 
member youth has th{wings of an eagle, 
its flight is rapid; it is a flower that 
muſt ſoon. tarniſn, born juſt to bloom 
« and fade.” What can be more wiſe or 
happy for you, than to conſecrate this fad-- 
ing flower to the Creator, Who will then 
crown you with never fading youth and 
beauty, in the realms of immortality. We 
learn from Ifaiah's propheſy, that the 


prince of darkneſs chuſes alſo for ſacrifices 
thoſe'who are young. So far did he blind 
the minds even of ſome among the Iſrae- 
 lires, that they made their firſt-born, when 
young, fo paſs through the fire to Molotm. 
They live ve. among the Heathen, 
t 


that they learned their works; the moſt 

ſinful and cruel of their works was, 70 offer 
_ their. ſons: and daughters unto devils. And 

ſatan ſtill gains too many ſuch victims, 
though in another manner; many young F 
perſons fall victims to the vanity and pride 
of parents, who do not teach them, 0 
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remember their Creatar; ho, on this ac- 
count, like Job, have called for impreca- 
tions on their father and mother, and curſed 
the day of their birth. But ſuppoſing our 
youthful days, ſhould be devoted to God, 
what ſacrifice is made for him? You re- 
nounce the ſinful pleaſures of that world, 
which you muſt ſoon leave, at the cal 
of death: you give up thoſe things which 
Bring the wrath of God upon the children f 
diſobedience, _ . 
But how hers the advantages of an 
early devotedneſs to God! It furely will 
have great reward; a more ſnhining crown of 
life, a far more excceding and eternal weight 
of glory. To irenounce the world, while 
© Tiles upon you; whilſt it courts your 
affections and-regard; to fly to the arms 
of divine mercy, when the world is 
embracing you, chis is acceptable with 


God. 


neceſſary, in order to a right remembrance 
of the Creator. Verſe 1. Keep thy foot, 
when thou goeſt to the houſe o, God, and be 
more ready to hear than. to give the ſacrifice 
of foals, far \they. conſider not, that dhe de 
keep it back from the houſe of God, nor 
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The advice given in the 5th chapter, is FE 


754  _ ON REMEMBRANCE | 
gs with reluctance, but look well to your 
.goings. Keep your thoughts from wan 
dering; and your eyes from roving, while 
engaged in God's worſhip, To drawnigh 
to God with the lips, when the heart is far 
from him, is to offer the ſacrifice of fools; 
I. e. of the wicked. They ſuppoſe, by 
coming to God's houſe, they are doing 
God ſervice: but they conſider not, that 
even in this they do evil, for their prayer 
iq turned into ſin. : VVV 
A Commentator call this chapter, the 
Application of the Royal Preacher's Ser- 
mon, on the Vanity of the World. Touth 
fatter themſelves with great expectation 
from it, but Solomon had tried it to his 
coſt and diſappointment. He therefore 
'exhorts youth to guard againſt the miſ- 
chiefs and forrow he had found, by re 
'membering their Creator. This chapter 
is alſo called, the Royal Phyſician's An- 
tidotè againſt thoſe Diſeaſes of youth, love 
of mirth, and indulgence of ſinful pleaſures. 
The only cure for theſe diſeaſes, i remem- 


. 
> I'S. y 


' brance of the Creator. © © © 16. 
The reaſon to (enforce this command on 
youth, is in the latter part of the text, Be- 

Fore the evil days come; of ſickneſs, age, 

and death. Theſe days are terrible days 

to nature; evil days indeed to them, Who 
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' OF THE CREATOR, , 28 


have, forgot their Creator. Theſe evil 


days will come, ſooner or later. Days ot 


labour and ſorrow, when. there can be no 
pleaſure in them, except it be from a com- 


fortable proſpect beyond the grave. Theſe. 
evil days are elegantly deſcribed in this 
chapter, in figurative. expreſſions. Verſe, 


2. While the ſun; or moon, and ſtars, be not 


darkened. To old age, their light;is dim; 


their brightneſs clouded.,.. Light.is ſome- 
times put for comfort: old age has often 


no comfort or pleafure in the converſe, of 


the Day, or fepoſe of the night. Thus, 
the ſun, and moon, and ſtars are darkened, 


to them. 


. 
n : 


- Verſe, 3. The keepers of the houſe ſhall: 


tremble ; id e. the head and arms begin to 


ſhake, and can no longer preſerve 


defend this houſe. of clay, which is ready 
to fall into the grave. The ſtrong men ſhall. 
Born themſelves; i. e. the legs which uſed, 
to ſupport the body, and bear its weight, 


bend under them. The grinders ceaſe, gen 


_ cauſe they are few; i. e. the teeth, by which, 
our meat is ground, ceaſe to do theig of- 


fice, becauſe they are decayed and gonea 


And thoſe that look out of the windows. are,” 
darkened. The eyes wax dim like Taac's, 
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hen he could not diſcern his ſon, Jacob. 
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The light of the eye often goes before 
the light of life, 1 Gags 
Verſe 4. The doors ſhall be four in . | 
ſtreet.. Old age is often confined at JI 
| home, has no 9 tw oe to viſit, or be * 
viſited. He fball riſe up at the voice of 
the bird, and the daughters of the „ 
/pall be Brought low. Their reſt is diſl- | | 
turbed at the chirping or ſinging of early 
birds; and hence, they will awake and 
19 ariſe, at the crowing of the cock, and have | 
\ Þ | no longer ear or voice for ſinging. 1 
Verſe g. The almon-tree ſhall foariſh, | 
s | and the graſhopper be a burden. Age will | 
whiten the hair, like an almond-tree in Fn 
bloſſom, every little thing then becomes F 
burthenſorne tothe mind or body, though = | 
light as the graſhopper. © ' 
Verſe 6. The ſilver cord ſhall * looſed, | (4 
and the golden bowl be broken. The filver J 
cord, by which the ſoul and body ry = 
| faſtened together; and the bowl that 5 
i ſerved the waters of animal life, will ! old | 
them no longer. They man goth to | 
his lung home ; The body to the duſt, and the 
ſpirit 10 God that gave it, by whom it 
will be judged. This muſt, ere long, be 
the end of young and old. God grant that 
we Coma be FORO for theſe " kn ! 
ow 
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better World!! It is in one ene an ir- it | 
recoverable loſs. %% 


called, may you now begin to lament | 0 1 | 


remember his commandments to do thin. ' „ 
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addreſs to them, who are guſt, enterjpg 
on theſe evil ys, but have org otten 
their Creator in youth. What ar an wh . 


loſing your beſt days, with regard a i 
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But although thoſe diys ; cannot! "ey 6. 
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. ſpeakable loſs have you | ſuſtained, | 1 Wh i} ; 


the loſs of them you have ſpent to little Mit fit 13 i li " 


urpoſe, 'or to bad purpoſes. ' Old age 
Ends fin in the heart, like an old infolent 


domeſtic, that refuſes to be turned out of 
the houſe; or rather like a tyrant, hab 


Will reign, and whoſe language is like 


that of Pharaoh; when he refufed to let 


Fa 5 Iſrael go to ſerve the Lord. 


When ſin has been ſerved to old FAT it 0 1 


Vill not eaſily let the ſinner go, that he | „ 
Ide Nferre che Lord. But happy they, E 


who in youth, remember God; whore 
not forgetful hearers' of his. word; WhO 


They hall be had in everlaſting remem- '-_ f 7% 


brance with God; he will think of them 
oy allies aa! age and denn He will Far of 408 
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| "rains be in Chriſt, br is 4 ne = | 
ä , eee behold 1108 
| all things are þ ecome new. bat anne 


TF we look upon the face of nature; and 
1 confider, how latety ſhe was in her win- 
try ftate, we may ſay, old things are paſſed 
away, and all things become new, Inftead 
of being covered with ſnow, the is covered 
with. flowers and verdure. And how pleal- 
ing is this change in nature! But more 
| happy is that moral change ſpoken of in „„ 
| the text: Mankind are very fond oft 
= change, and of new things. bing: © | 
Ps, 
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haps, no inclination that is more natural 


to us. They who can produce ſomething 


- new, are almoſt ſure to pleaſe; and with- 
out novelty, even pleaſures become inſi- 


pies and riches weariſome. The moſt de- 


icious dejntics are no more reliſned; ho- 


nours, praiſes, glory, erowns, and king- Hel 


doms, in the end, are no more 3 
muſic, ſpectacles, ſports, and feaſts; 

ſhort, every thing that is moſt 18 

to the ſenſes, joſes ſome degree of as 


when become familiar, and it can no more 


'be ſaid, Dit 3s mhey.. 24959 * 44%! 
It is for this reaſon, we regard the moſt 
excellent works areal 


od, without admira- 
tion, becauſe we ſee, them -every + day. 


The heavens, which are ſpread around 


us, like a rich, curtain, painted with ſo oF 


many colours, and a orned with BG many a 


fi res: that beſpangled cano „that co- 
1 . Pede an Wakich, A 


vers ſo ſuperbly our 


firſt, ſo agreeably ſurpriſes our eyes, hardly 
_ excite our notice, becauſe no lon er. 232 


The ſun, with the brightneſs o its rays,” | 


the rapidity of its courſe, and all its on- 
derful effects, is no more than a A 0 
ohject, becauſe it is ſeen. every da t 


* 


is nearly the ſame with the objects t the 


mind, as with the objects of the 88. 


Our ſciences, our diſcoveries, our books, 
and the truths of r are apt to be 


1 
* 
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leſs agreeable, as they are leſs new to us: 
but what is more ſtrange, we are weary of 
ourſelves, of our life,” and of our time, if 
there be no diverſity or change. Some, 

though united in the firmeſt bonds, can no 


longer pleaſe, nor bear the ſight of each 


other, only for this reaſon, becauſe they 
always are the ſame, and mult appear in 
the ſame form. They change in apparet 
and cuſtoms, manners and employments, 
their ee and their country; but all 
this f change their promy and tern- 
In their figure and beauty; there is 
Ae 9wj- but they TE hid, every 
day, and conſequently lefs admired. ' For 
this reaſon, many are afraid of growin growing 
old, yet at the fame time, kill many 
their fleeting hours, and wiſh for new 
days and years. It muſt be confeſſed, 
there is much ch oddity and cap aprice, in this 
_ perpetual defire of change, and of new 
things, yet there is ſomething natural, and 
ſome will ſay neceſſary. The imperfec- 
tion of our ' ſenſes and imagination; the 
inquietude of the human heart; the vaſt 
extent of our deſires; the nature of the 
ſoul, which ſeeks the ſovereign good, but 
cannot find it in the creature: this is the 
real ſource of this love of change and no- 
velty. Since we are not in a happy and 
perfe ae; it is natural, and in a 1 
1 J 3 
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juſt, that we ſhould love change, and ſcek 
for that which we do not poſſeſs, | Bur let 
us turn this inclination the right way; let 
War us make a good uſe. of . this panchant, 
RE Which is eee exceſſive, ungoverna- 
= ble, and urtful, when it inclines us to 
ſeek novelty, in the objects of ſenſe, and 
in the things of the * Let us, with 
all haſte, ſeek fora Cc hange, and for new 
anger Do you aſk in what? Why, it 
abi t to be in our u our morals and - 
DADS. is at 9 % 
By the power of che goſpel all things. 
may. become. new. The Grace of God 
promiſes a: thouknd new. benefits, to which | 
we are yet ſtrangers, or that we do not 
perfectly know; and glory reſerves for the © 
Haichful chouſands more. Ah, if novelty _ 
is capable of exciting your deſires, you 
find it in the favour, of God; by 
4 walking in his Ways, and i in the enjoyment 
of his bleſſings. Here you may be 
| brought i into 2 new. covenant,” become a 
migmey creature, and return to new days of 
5 beauty and youth. The goſpel directs 
Fou to find the new Jeruſalem, whoſe 
# | ſitreets are paved with gold, thoſe yew hea- 
FE vens and new earth, herein dwelleth i | 
. | teouſneſs. 
| +38 If you wont os what the text ſpeaks 80 
4 | Fe, a newman, 4 new creature, * things 
1 a will . 
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will be your own. Vou will eſs new 


pleaſures, and new benefits,” and which 


will be always new in the Kingdom of God. 
Tf it be your perpetual aim, and defign in 
our religious duties, to be renewedi ga) 
in day, in the divine image, you wWill fir 
within you a pe erpetual ſource of new foys 
and hopes, Which will /pring ap unto ver - 
laſting life.” This is the change; this is 
the new life, the new n hf of which 
the text ſpeaks. 'T cannot. iſh y you any 
thing better than this change 
propoſe to you any thing, mofe ad antage- 
ous, or more neceffary for you.” Ha 15 
for ybu, if obeyi ying the calls of the go of 24 


Sau ſpall put off the old man with bis. STA 


and become nee creatures, by a new heart, 

andla nem life! 8 : 
Every thing Fla the bartl N. new; the 

terms and tis thing itſelf. Theſe terms, 


to bein Chriſt ana to be a new creature, | 


are not the uſual language of mankind; it 
is the language of Canan, Ane che ſtile 
of) holy ſcripture. + | 

In the world, it is common to ſay, a 
man belongs to ſuch a perſon, to ſhow the 


union or dependance he has to his parent 
or maſter, But neither the diſciples of 


philoſophers, or the followers of any 


religion, or the ' ſervants; Th princes, are 
faid to be in their maſter, The thing alſo | 
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84 + ON THE MISTICAL ; UNION 
is new. The union that real chriſtians 


have with Chriſt, is very different from 
ordinary ties and relations among men. 


That new birth, or regeneration, which the 
ſcriptures explain, by the new creature, is 
alſo a change unknown to moſt men. 


Therefore to ne myſteries, it is neceſſary 


to have new expreſſions, and to have NEW 
words to new ideas. To be in Chriſt then, 


is to be a real chriſtian; to be in the church 


of Chriſt, by che profeſſion of his doc- 
trine, and to he in communion with him 
by the 27 of, grace; it is to live in the 


true faith of Chriſt; it is to be in him, as 


one's principal, and to be united to him 
by a quickening and ſaving union. This 


fon is ſometimes rather general, as 


when the apoſtle ſpeaks of the churches of 


Judea, which were. in Chriſt, that is, chriſ- 
tian churches; and the apoſtle, in the 


greateſt of his epiſtles, ſalutes the 
Ew in Chriſt Jeſus; and he ſalutes his 

kinſmen which were in Chriſt beſore him, 

meaning, they had been called by divine 


truth before him. In this ſenſe, to be in 


Chriſt, is oppoſed to being under the law, 


and being out of Chriſt. To be in Moſes 


and the law, is to be in the ſynagogue of 


the Jews, and of the religion of the Jews. 


Jo be in Chriſt, is to have left the ſyna- 


gogue, and to follow the laws of Chriſt. 
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to be out 0 Chriſt, is to be in the ſtate of 
heathens, and all who have no part in 
the covenant of grace, and che bleſlings of 
the goſpel.. 

But to be in J in 1 ſenſe of the 
text, is more than to profeſs the chriſtian 


religion. It implies, to be a chriſtian in 


reality, as well as in name; to be in him 
by e uickening, and myſtical uni- 
on. Io rightly. comprehend it, let us 
compare this expreſſion with others that 


may clear it up. For example, we ſay, 
that members are in a body, to ſignify they 


are part of it, that they are moved and 
animated by the ſame ſpirit. And it is 
thus that real chriſtians are in Chriſt; they 
are all ſo united to him, as to 8 
and tbe ſame myſtical body with bim. 


Hence they are called, fla of bis fleſh, and 


bone of his bone. I hey live by the ſame 
life, and are animated by the, ſame. ſpirit, 
which proceeds from the Saviour. 

The branches which are united to the 


"=E do not more live in the tree, than 


believers live in Chriſt, from whom they 
receive. the life of grace ; and from whom 


they receive ſap and nouriſhment, by the 
participation of his ſpirit. fy 


By nature, we are all in Adam; 7 in 
Adam wwe all died: he is the root of man- 
kind, from whom we derived our origin, 

that 
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that father who carried us all in his loins. 
We were in him, when God placed him 
in the Garden of Eden, and k wee into 
covenant with him for himſelf and his poſ- 
rerity. We were in him, when he ſinned ; 
He repreſented all of us; and when he 
Wende ſubject to death by ſin, we fell un- 
der the ſame ſubj ection. It was thus, hat 
in Adam all died. It was from him, we 
derived what St. paul calls the old man, 
ard became liable to condemnation. But 
by divine grace, true chriſtians are * 
longer conſidered in Adam, but 
Chriſt as their repreſentative, and ling 
head. As they died in the firſt Adam, ſo 
they are quickened and made alive by the 
ſecond A am, the Lord from heaven. 
They are in him, as the ſource of their 
it, being, and the author of their new life; 
a happy participation of nature, very diffe- 
rent from the former; a happy union 
with the redeemer, by which we become 
one with him, and he with us: we dwell 
vith him, and be in us. Theſe are reci- 
procal, one ſuppoſes the other, and in 
which there are mutual acts. On our part 
it is by faith, love, and obedience, we are 
united to him. Hence, St. Paul fays, 
live ly the faith of the ſon, of God. On the 
ber of Chriſt this union is made, by his 
ove to us, and * his Fo Selling in 
us; 


* 
3 


n 


mankind being in 
| int wwe: 1 live, - nad wavy: and bave uu 
5 This means that his power andaĩn- 2] 
fluence are abſolutely; neceſſary; to the ex 
iſtence of all, 1 to be win. 
drawn fer a moment, our life muſt en 
F be hide bis face, nan is troubled; aud 


8 Wwe . on * antes! 
152 by wh how great are the wonders of 


grace! See the happy exchange our Re- 


deemer has made with us ! He has. taken 
our nature by his incarnation; and he 


makes his people Reeker, of his own, wu 


regeneration 4. 
Our. nature became thi b of: 


the divinity ; hence, one of the names of 


Chriſt is Inmanuel, God with us. And by 


being born from above, we become tbe 


babitetion of God; through the ſpirit; Here- 
by we are raiſed to the dignity of children 
ol God, and heirs of heaven. It is not in- 
this ſenſe, chat the apoſtle ſpeaks of all 
od; when he ſays; ba, 


returns again to bis duſt. In this / ſenſe, 


therefore, all creatures are in God; live 


and mode in him. But Who are in 


Chriſt have ſpiritual life and motion fromio 


him; and it is by this union with 


the new man is formed, or the new crea | 


ture is created. This Phraſe of being a 
new creature in Chriſt, is a figurative Hoy 0 


; POOR We are told that a maſter in 
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Iſrael, a reicher of God's word, aſked our 
Lord, Ho can theſe things be ? How can a 


nan be Born anew? Can be enter a fecond 


lime into his mother's womb Well might 
ueſtion with another. 


Chriſt anſwer this 95 
Art thou a'maſter in 


ſrael? Art thou' ap- 


Pointed to teach men the way: to heaven, 
and know it not thyſelf ? | © 1 

But this change, which” divine grace 
produces, is not a natural, but a moral 
_ e; it is a renovation of the qualities 


abits of the mind. 


When Chriſt - 


4 the water into wine, and when the 
rod of Moſes became a ſerpent, this was a 


change in nature; but when a ſinner be- 


comes holy, when the debauchet becomes 


ſober and tem 


its 


rate, then the ſtate and 

moral habits of the ſoul are changed; W 
rpoſes and inclinations. 

ome have imagined, thatin deen, 


or becoming a new creature, there would 
be a change in the body, like that of Na- 


aman, when healed of his leproſy. 
ſcripture expr 


mean a change of heart and life; a . 
natural change, produced by a princi 


But 


eſſions are not to be wreſted 
beyond their intention. When they ſpeak 
of the new man, and the new creature, they 


e of 


divine grace. It does not mean a change 
of the outward form, or a deſtruction of 
che Ln and deten of the mind. 
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| Hegel urn to fear; I n need 5 
not ſay to Chriſt, hs hs devils did, 27 
thou came to deftroy us before ibe time of | 

He came only 20 deſtrey tbe works of the 1 
_ In giving a new nature, he takes | . 
| nothing: good from the firſt.- Our 

Red ſeemer be ir 5 goods | 
ſoul, to re- build, and purify. this 1 
of the divinity, whack." fin had profaned;* 
to give us more elevated and more W \ 38 
deſires and affections. In ſhort, to Pro- 
duce ſuch a happy change, which ſe Fat | 
from hurting our nature, exalts and en. 
bles it. A change which the bible fame 
times calls a Reſurrection, a new creation, 
ſometimes, a new birth, or ſanctification. 6 1 
This expreſſion, a new creature, was net * 
unknown to the Jews. Proſelites to their! . 
religion, they called new men, and new 
born; after their children had ſtudied five 
years. the books of Moſes, and three more! 
in the myſteries of the law, they - ſaid” 
they were become new creatures. And St. 
Paul would here have us underſtand, that 

the real chriſtian deſerves this title, dette „ 
than the Proſelites of the Synagogue, 15 He, 

the children brought vp. in the ad, of 
r Phariſees. | 51 

hat great myſt of nals which: 
is taught by the Rey of god Chriſt, hath. 
much 1 more of the new and marvellous, 
7 ES: 3. than 


f 
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out of our ruins a new man. He gives 
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than all the leſſons of the Jewiſh rabbies. 
The eyes of the underſtanding are enligh- 
tened by his ſpirit; the thoughts of the 
heart are cleanſed, and the will renewed 
by the power of his grace. This term of 
being a new creature, is oppoſed to man's 
firſt eſtate in Paradiſe, as well as to his 
ſtate after the fall. Indeed, when man 


came firſt out of his Creator's hand, he was 


a new and moſt excellent creature; his 
outward form was the moſt beautiful of 
all that God had created; his body newly 
formed from the earth, free from pain and 
diſeaſe, was at firſt a noble palace of an 
innocent ſoul. This innocent ſoul bore 


the impreſſion of thoſe divine hands that 
formed it; God looked on this compoſi- 


tion, which he had produced, and he ap- 


proved the works of his hands. The de- 


vil was envious of man's beauty and hap- 

pineſs, and endeavoured to ruin this glori- 
ous ſtructure. He but too well ſucceeded: 
the happy ſtate of man endured but a little 

time; his golden age was ſhort, almoſt as 
a watch in the night; being in honour, he 
did not abide therein, and became the 


worms inferior. But the text ſpeaks of a 


new work, coming out of the hands of God, 
far more durable than the firſt. Behold 
our Almighty Redeemer comes to form 


him 


" a2 
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him the piercing eye of faith, to diſeover 
divine myſteries; he gives him the hear 
ing ear, attentive to the voice and word of 
God; he gives him a. taſte for heavenly 
things, noble ſentiments, and holy affec- 
tions; he gives him immutability and im- 
mortality. The firſt man was made a 
living ſoul; the new man is quickened in 


ſpirit, renewed in the image of his Creator. 


The firſt man was ſubject to change to 
death, and an irrecoverable fall; but the 
new man, being begotten by the inoorrupti- 
Sie ſeed of the l of God abides for ever. 
This new ereature is as immortal as the 
angels. God will not loſe what has coſt 
him ſo dear, he has made it to endure for 
ever; all things are tranſient and fading; 
riches, honours, cities, kings, and em- 
pires, and the world itſelf. There are 
fome graces of the ſpirit which will ceaſe 
and be no more, as Patience, Faith and 
Hope. But the new creature will remain: 
it is a work done for eternity. The real 
cChriſtian is alſs called by this name, in 
oppoſition to the ſtate of fin, or what St. 


Paul calls the old man. When ſatan trix | 


umphed over man, he changed him into 
his own likeneſs. He produced a body of 
ſin made up of criminal deſires, and paſ. 
ſions; and the ſoul of this body was pride, 
and ſinful ſelf- love. But Chriſt, who came 

CEA 5 1 to 
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to deſtroy ſin and death, will have. us cru 
 cify this old man, with his dead, and the new 
man to be formed in us; that we ſhould no 

| ae bear the image of the earthly Adam, 
but of the heavenly. | This is the change 


that muſt paſs upon all who enter into life, 


becauſe feb and blood cannot enter the king 
dom of heaven. It is therefore a matter of 


infinite concern to each of us, to conſider if 


we are the ſubjects of ſuch a change. God 


cannot deny himſelf, nor alter the word 
that is gone out of his mouth. He has 
confirmed it by an oath, that none but 
thoſe who become new creatures ſhall 
enter the new Jeruſalem; ſhall be inha- 
bitants of that new heaven and earth, 


wherein only the ri hteous dwell. In Re- if 


a +, 


velations, it is ſaid, None ſhall enter the 
boly city that worketh abomination, or mak-- 
eib a 75 ; but they whoſe, names are in tbe 
| book of life. But it is certain that all who 
experience this divine change, have wein 
names written in heaven. 

That we may be ſo changed, is the end 
for which the means of grace are appointed. 
If we then reſt ſhort of it, the end of our 
coming to church, and ſacrament, is not 

| anſwered. If in all our prayers, and hear- 
ing God's word, we do not pray to be 


changed, by the ſpirit. of the Lord, into 


the divine image, all vill be in vain. 
You: 


Sen for ever. 


WITH e - 10. 


You, who have never been ured from 
the old ſins, muſt be ſtrangers to this 
change. To all of this character, that 
ſaying of Chriſt applies, F you die in your 
ſins, where I am ye cannot come. But thoſe, 
who through grace, are walking in newneſs 
of :ife; who have new purpoſes, and de- 
fires, and have ſtedfaſtly ſet their face to- 
wards the new Jeruſalem ; yet, a little 
while, and Chriſt will call them to- theſe. 
bliſsful realms, where all will be new and 
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don, on Sunday, the 15thof June, 1777, 


When Dr. Dov, late preacher there, was under 
Sentence of Death; 


(THE THIRD EDITION.) 
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him. 


He knew not that the Lord was departed from 


— 


HO that reads can but be ſtruck 
with grief and wonder at what this 


chapter relates! Samſon, a judge in Iſrael, 
is 


e ſubject of it. In his character met 
f . 
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the greateſt Atengch and the 
neſs: ſtrength of body but weakneſs of 
mind. Biſhop Hall fays, © I know not 
« which moſt 'excites my admiration, his 
« ſtrength ' or his weakneſs.” As a proof 
of his "weakneſs, we need dilly read from 
verſe 17, to the text. After Delilah had, 
by his telling her three lies, given him as 
many evident proofs, that ſhe ſhould deli- 
ver him into the hands of thoſe that ſought 
his life: Jen be told her all his beat, 
and ſaid unto her, there hath noi been a 
razor upon my bead: for I have been a Na- 
zZarite to God from my mother's womb : if 
I be ſhaven then my ſirengrb will go from 
me, and I ſhall become weak, and be like any 
other man. And when Delilah ſaw that be 
had told her all his heart, ſbe ſent and called 


for the Lords of the Philiſtines, ſaying, Come 


up this once; for be hath ſhewed me all his 
heart. Then the Lords of the Philiftines 
came up unto her, and brought money in their 
| bands. And ſhe made him fle 
knees: and 
cauſed him to ſhave off the ſeven locks of his 
head; and ſhe began to affiift him, and his 
tren 7725 went from him. And ſhe ſaid, the 
Philitines be upon thee, Samſon, And he 
 atwoke out of his le 15 and ſaid, 1 will 
out as at other times before, and ſhake aye Tf 
(1 But he was ſadly miſtaken ! the chin of 
in 


upon ber 


e called for a man, and ſle 


greateſt weak- 1 


* 
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* 


ſin are not ſo eaſily broken and ſhaken off 
as the new ropes.) And be knew not that 


the Lord was departed from bim. 


When we confider what Samſon once 
was; a Nazarite to God; the wonder and 
delight of his parents, judging Iſrael in 
righteouſneſs, and conquering their ene- 


mies with his own hand. After ſeeing him 
in all his Sort, to find him, as the 21ſt. 


verſe informs us, © in the hands of his 
enemies, with his eyes put out, and grind- 
ing in priſon with ſlaves.” O how are the 
mighty fallen! How 1s the glory and de- 
fence of Iſrael become the ſcorn and tri- 
 umph of the Philiſtines! Vpen told in Gath, 
and publiſhed in the ſtreets of Aſeelon, how 
do the daughters of the uncircumciſed rejoice! 
The nature of Samſon's puniſhment was 
ſuitable to the nature of his ſin. He did 
not reſolve with Job, to make à covenant 
with his eyes. By them he1s firſt betrayed 


do ſin, and now they are firſt pulled out. 


At Gaza he is firſt captivated by his ſinful 
luſts; no whe is brought thither a wretched 
captive, The people of Gaza once ſaw 
him with aſtoniſhment, at midnight, bear- 
ing away the gates of their city. Now 


they ſee him in his own darkneſs, ſtrug- 


gling in.chains. All this was the ſad con- 
ſequence of his departure from his God. 
Once the Lord's preſence was his ſtrength, 
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| Ve ſhield, his glory, his heaven. Now his 


abſence is his miſer 15 his ſhame, his re- 
proach, his hell. By ſad experience he 
might adopt! the 15 8 language, | 


« Tell him his preſence 1 my heaven. And 

e 

re EO tell him that his abſence i is my hell.“ 
Mrs. Rows. 


But was it not better "3 Samſon to be 

blind in priſon, than to abuſe his eyes with 

- an harlot? * Was he not a greater. ſlave, 
when gratifying his paſſions, than when 
grinding in the priſon houſe? Was he 

not more blind, when he ſaw licentiouſly, 
than in his preſent blindneſs? For till they 
put out his eyes, he ſaw not the nature of 
, his crime. Now the fighing of this Priſo- 
ner came up before the ; 48s, Like peni- 

tent Manaſſah, when blind, and bound in 


prayer is heard. His tears are wiped away. 
E15 requeſt is granted. His hair grew 


his hair. In the ſhouts of the Philiſtines 
he ſees the God of Iſrael mocked. On 
this account, he prays to be avenged. 


* Biſhop Hall's Meditations. . 


— 


miſery and iron, he cries for mercy. 1 


with his repentance, and his ſtrength with 


f F NO. ſhorn of his ſtrength, he is | 


J 1 | aſſured, 


| W by | 
| . * 
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f affured, the arm of the Lotd is not ſhortened. 


Deep calleth unto deep. The deep of his 
forrow and miſery, to the deep of God's 
mercy and grace. The Lord heard his 
voice, renews his ſtrength, and ſends him 

2 glorious deliverance, verſe 22—30. 


| Now, a great man is fallen in Iſrael. Now 


Samſon's race is ended; his race of glory 
2 of ſhame, but his end is peace. From 

the hiſtory of this governor and Judge in 
Iſrael we learn, 
I. *Fhat the faithful enjoy the peut 
of that God, Whoſe they 8 and N 


cc they Nr 7 


. That e or 7 ran com- 
miſſion of fin, rob ſome of this unſpeaka- 


ble bleſſing, who yet remain ignorant of 


their loſs. 
III. I mall ſpeak of the ſad effects of 


"God's departing, as eee 1 the 


ſubject of the tet. 

IV. I propoſe to point out their 1 
ter, with whorh the Lord hath promiſed his 
gracious preſence; with whom he will make 
- his abode for ever. 

But let me firſt call upon Aqua in the lan- 
guage of our church liturgy, to © lift up 
« your hearts to the Lord” in fervent - 
prayer, that he may ee 4 bleſſing 
upon the word of his grace; that it may 
anſwer the great and glorious purpoſes 
whereunto 


2 - 9 9 : 
" ® 8 oe Sa” 
* * Ig "'- 


N 


2 whereunto he ends! it; " Goin ** 


«tal rocks on which others make { 
ol their faith, we may arrive in  fafery a the 
| haven of eternal reſt. 

I. For the high and lofiy one who inha= 
biteth eternity, to promiſe, his abode with 


man, is cauſe of aſtoniſhment and admi- - 
ration. Hence, Solomon cries, but will. 


God indeed dwell. upen | earth ; bebold the 
heaven, and heaven of heavens cannot con- 
tain thee | How. great this condeſcenſion 
when man was little lower than the angels ! 


Ho much more ſo, ſince by ſin he is caſt 


down from his primeval dignity! Hence, 
David cries, Lord, what is man that. thou 


art mindful of bim; that thay ſbauld vifit 


him every morning, and 2 Lim euery mo- 
ment! 


Once Di enjoyed the uninterrupted 


preſence of God. He talked. with him and 


ved. Then © no terror cloathed his 


© brow.” Sin broke off this communion. 


Conſcious guilt made Adam ſhun the pre- 


ſence of God. He' fooliſhly choughe. 70 


hige himſelf among the trees of the garden. 
And that voice of judgment, Adam, where. 


art thou? muſt have ſunk. him into the 


deepeſt deſpair, had not the voice of mercy 


a the feed of the woman ſaall bruiſe the. 
ſerpent's head. In conſequence 


ae, ed * 74 er 1 will dwell 


of this pro 
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preſence go not with us, 71 us not up bence. 
A proper prayer in all our removals and 
changes in this mortal life. If God's pre- 
ſence and bleſſing go not with us, no hap- 

The people of God have in all ages been 
ſupported and comforted by promiſes of 
his preſence. They have pleaded them at 


in keeping his promiſe. God bath indeed 
dwelt with man upon earth. He bowed the 
| beavens and came down. He was made fleſh 


His delights were with the ſons of men. The 
ſun of righteouſneſs aroſe on our benighted 
world. Jeſus, the deſire of nations, came 


He delivered Iſrael from the yoke of the 
Philiſtines only twenty years. Jeſus de- 
livers his ſpiritual Iſrael from the more 


dreadful bondage of fin for ever. 


womb. A child of promiſe. As long as 
he governed in righteouſneſs God was 
with him. Before he ſinned he reigned 
and conquered. - Now he bows down un- 
der the Philiſtines yoke. He is weak, like 


* Nazarite, 


in the nid of Hraci. And Iſaiah fays, 
the angel of bis preſence ſaved them, Moſes 
pleads, . when in the wilderneſs, i by 


pineſs or proſperity can be expectet. 
a throne of grace, and found him faithful 
and dwelt among us. Mie bebeld bis glory. 


to be a mightier dehverer than Samſon. 


Samſon was a Nazarite to God from the 


unto another man. But Jeſus, the true 


I. r. 
* FI J 6 _ py kn 2 
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Nazarite, will reign over Iſrael for ever. 


He is that child of promiſe, whoſe name 
is © JELHOVAH OUR RIGHTEOUSNESS.” Un 


| to 45 a child is born, a ſon is given, aud the 


government ſball be upon bis ſhoulders, and 


he ſhall be called wonderful, Counſelor, the 
mighty. God, the. everiaftng ber abe 


| Prince of Peace. W 1 exfe 204 
When Samſon was! made a captive, the 


Philiftines triumphed: but there:1s mourn | 


ing in the cities of Judah. All who . 
tor the proſperity of Zion, might cry, **how 
ec ig the glory of Iſrael fallen! But when 
Samſon falls by death, che . Philiftines 


mourn and Iſrael rejoice. For more of 


their enextes were ſlain at his death than 


in his life. So when Jeſus, the captain of 


our ſalvation, became a priſoner to the 
Roman ſoldiers, the enemies of God tri- 
umphed, but the daughters of Jeruſalem 
"mourned, But when the beauty of Iſrael 
was ſlain on Mount Calvary, all the ene- 


mies of his church were conquered. He 


took the ſpoils of death and hell. Some, 
indeed, ſaw. no beauty in him, fo as to- 


_ deſire him. They probably thought Jeſus 


died as a fool dieth, without honour to 


huimmſelf or advantage to others. But he 


obo were waiting for redemption in 1jrael, 


| 10 um 8 of Fae. and truth, the faireſt 


3 among. 
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among ten thouſand,: and altogether lovely. 


His preſence was the joy of their heart, 


the life of their life. To them he was in 
his life lovely, in his death, glorious: and 


triumphant. - They walked in the com- 


forts of the Holy Ghoſt, and the preſence 
of the Lord was their joy and Peng. EW 
But alas] ſome by unfaithfulneſs, or the 
commiſſion of fin, loſe this unſpeakable 


| 2 and yet remain inſenſible of their 


II. No age but has had its Delilahs, by 
whom ſome. fpiritual Nazarite has been 


ſhorn of his ſtrength and glory: Who, 
like Samſon, inſenſible of the fatal ſleep, 


dream of going out as at other times, and 


know not that the Lord was departed. As 


at other times they think to go forth to 
their ſpiritual warfare, and know not that 
they are weak as others who are ſtrangers 
to the power of Divine Grace. They 


perceive it not till the Philiftines are upon 


them, and they are brought into ſad cap- 
tivity: Ifaiah brings this charge againſt 
the people, your fens have ſeparated be- 
tween you and your God. The fins of un- 
faithfulneſs and Noth do this. God ſays, 
J will be unto Ephrahim (backſliders in 
heart) as a moth. A moth corrodes a 


. _ garment imperceptibly, and by ſmalleſt 


degrees. 
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degrees. So it is with thoſe who in their 

heart depart from God. 

They imperceptibly loſe the preſence of 

the ſpirit and grace of Jeſus ; they loſe 
their firſt love/ to him; their graces fade 


| leaf, when the winds of perſecution | 


and temptation ariſe. Their fruits of 
righteouſneſs wither, their ſpiritual ſtrength 
departs; their heart 
every unhappy temper, every fooliſh and 
hurtful deſire. 


I perceive, firs, you feel chis 1 

= Zholy truth, in the remembrance of him 
whoſe abſence from this pulpit you lament. 

By what is ſpoken, I intend not to upbraid, 


but rather to apologize. And it is my 
earneſt prayer, that like him, who is the 
ſubject of the text, © his race of glory and 
* of ſhame” may end in peace. Thoſe 
who are ſo clamorous for e e 
ranken that 


cc Though inſticn be the Lack 8 ak on this, | et 


% That in the courſe of juſtice none of us 
Should ſee ſalvation; 

And earthly power doth then ſhow likeſt God's 
& When mercy fealons juſtice. 
5 i  SHAKESPEAR, 


| Being engaged i in Ra: F of Bedford 
chapel, and _—__ to preach. there for 
him 


10 


comes the prey of 


* 
W ee 


20 ; ON GOD'S DEPARTURE 


bim in conſequence of his impriſonment, 
I could not but be intereſted in the fad ca- 
taſtrophe. I was witneſs to the racking 
anxiety, and deſpairing thoughts, which at 
firſt rent his diſtracted heart. When he 


ſaid, “ nothing but the apprehenſions ". 
* miſerable eternity prevented his own 


hand from giving the fatal ſtab.” 


© how is the ſcene changed When he 


was treading the paths of popular applauſe, 
and proclaiming to crowded audiences, 
that life and immortality was brought to 
light by the; Goſpel. How little did he 
e this language wt be his 
n 5 


« Ah | hc FARE go] 1 not os a 
66 Als that dread of fre pg afier death, 


That undifcoyer'd country, from whoſe borne. 


No traveller returns) puzzles my will 
And makes me rather bear thoſe ills I have, 
«Than fly to others that I know not of. 
Ihe moſt dreary and moſt loathed worldly life 
< That age, pain, want, impriſonment | 

Can lay on nature, is a e 

15 10 what ] fear | in 1 death. 7 
| Fr SHAKESPEAR. 


Now © the raging AY the "HE ring 


& ſtorms and ſhades of night are ſuited 


we tothe Som habits of his foul.” "Now 
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wet is fallen under chat ſad curſe ; Deut. | 
xxviii. 6 5— 67; The Lord ſhall give thee 
a trembling heart, and failing of eyes, and 
ſorrow of mind. And thy life jhall bang 
in doubt before thee, and thou ſhalt fear 
day and night, and fhall have none aſſurance 
of thy life. In the morning thou ſpalt ſay, 
would to God it were evening, and at even 
4 thou ſhalt ſay, would tu God it were moru- 
ba. ©; ing: for the fear of thine heart wherewith 
* _ ſhalt fear, and for the fight. of thine eyes 
wherewith thou ſhalt ſee. * 
{'Þ Now his breed e paint 
{ , ; in all its dreadful BT 774 
« That gulph of deep perdition, n. 
« Whence ifſue long remedileſs complaints, 
With endleſs groans, and everlaſting yells. 
<« Legions of gaſtly fiends (prodigious ſight ! D 
« Fly all confus'd acroſs. the ſickly air, 
And roaring horrid, ſhake the vaſt extent: 
Pale, meagre ſreares wander all around. 
5 Andpenſive ſhades, and black deformed ghoſts: : 
With impious fury ſome aloud blaſpheme, _ © 
WW; * And wildly ſtaring upwards, curſe the ſkies : \ 
(CH | <Whie ſome, with goumy derben in their looks, 


3 It is remarkable that after the forgery, he 
was going by a church where ſervice was 
forming, and going in, the preacher named theſe 

1 words for his text, when the Doctor was imme 
5 diately ſtruck with the dreadful apprehenſion of 55 

= | | being ſoon Wren into cuſtody. _ 
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« Trembling all over, downward caſt their eyes, 
“And tell, in hollow groans, their deep deſpair.” 


Mrs. Rews. 


Let it then be our earneſt prayer, that 
not having found mercy here, he may find 

it at the bar 

— ticipated the | | EE: 
III. Particular propoſed; the ſad effects 

of God's departing, as exemplified in the 

character of Samſon. | v2 


of God ! I have already an- 


o 


That many, like him, when the Lord ts 


departed, ſleep in the lap of falſe ſecurity, 
and cry to themſelves, peace and ſafety, I 
ſhall bring the authority of Mr. Henry. 


He, ſays, we have reaſon to think Sam- 


cc ſon found ſome change in himſelf and 


« yet be knew not that the Lord was de- 
« parted.” He did not conſider that was 
the reaſon of the change. Many have loſt 


the fayourable preſence of God, and are 
not aware of it. They have provoked 


God to withdraw from them ; but are not. 
ſenſible of the loſs, nor even complain of 


it. Their ſouls languiſh, and are grown 


weak; their gifts wither; every thing goes 
croſs with them; and yet they impute not 


this to the right cauſe. They are not 
aware that God is departed from them; 


nor are they in any care to reconcile them- 


ſelves to him, or to recover his favour. 
| When 


fe. 
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When God is departed, we cannot do as 
at other times. Again, © thoſe that have 


&« thrown themſelves out of God's protec- 
* tion, become an- eafy pry to their ene- 
lap of our luſts, 


mies. If we ſleep in t 
«we ſhall certainly awake in the hands of 
ce the Philiſtines. When they blinded 
« Samſon, he might remember how his 


O luſt had blinded him. They bound 


ce him with fetters of braſs, who before, 
Thad been bound i in the cords of his own 
© jniquity.” | 


“The devil 6th thus by ſinners; Blinds 


de the minds of them that believe not, and 


ce then enſlaves them. Poor Samſon, how 


art thou fallen! How is the defence of 


cc Iſrael become the drudge of the Philiſ- 


tines! The crown ts Fallen from his head; 
& woe unto him, for he bath ſinned ! Let 0 
c all take warning by his fall, carefull 


« to preſerve their purity, and to watc 


« apainſt all fleſnly luſts. All our glory 
ce by gone, and our defence departed from 
c us, when the covenant of our ſepara- | 
« tion to God, as ſpiritual Nazarites is 


« profaned. 1 
When it is ſald of Samſon, that his 


Nrengib went from him, his bodily and ſpi- 
ritual ſtrength are implied. Both went 


from him, when the Lord departed. 


Now his enemies have the dominion, and 
| 1 
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he is in captivity to them that were before 


his captives. He did not ſay with Joſeph, 
aàgainſt God! He fell by thoſe. feſoly luis, 


how ſhall T do this great wickedneſs, and fin. 


* 


which war againſt the ſoul. That many < KF 


fall by the ſame temptations, the objects 


of this charity now preſent are me lan- 
choly witneſſes. By the ſame temptations 
too many fall, who by the grace of God, 


Had once eſcaped the pollutions that. are in 
the world, through lu. They loſe their 
ſpiritual life and ſtrength ;. their commu- 


nion with God is broken off; their heaf̃t 


is eſtranged, and their affections alienated 


favour is no more; © Clouds and darkneſs * 
| "x. reſt; upon . Theſe are the ſad effects 


The ſcriptures ſpeak of man, in 


9 


from him: the evidence of his love and 


of God's departing, or rather, of our de- 
parting from God: for he never ſo forſakes | 
any who do not firſt forſake him. This Bag 
eien, IE, 1 
IV. To point out thoſe with whom the 
Lord hath promiſed his gracious preſence; 
with whom he will make his 4 ever. 

is natu- 


ral ſtate, as being at a diſtance from God; 
« far gone from original righteouſneſs.” - 
The carnal mind is enmity againſt God, is 
not ſubject to the law of God. Conſequentl 
before God's preſence can be enjoyed, 


there muſt be a change, both in the heart 


and 
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and life. A reconeiliation muſt take place. 
How ran tens wwalk together except they be 
agreed ? And how many repeat theſe 
words, c take not thy Holy Spirit from 
de us, who are; ſtrangers to his gracious 
vreſence !-Sin is that evil and bitter thing 
hat has ſeparated between God and man. 
Wie muſt be humbled under a ſenſe. of its 
exceeding ſinfulneſs and deſert; muſt re- 
turn to God, from every evil way, with 
cceping and ſupplicution. I till pour upon 
them the ſpirit o, grace and ſupplication, 
and they ſhall look upon me whom (by their 
ſins) they have pierced and mourn, + Then 
we experience that godly ſorrow that work- 
eth repentance not to be repented of. And 
when it is given us to believe in bim who. 
Juſtiſies the ungodly, we can ſay, O Lord, I 
_ will praiſe tbes: though thou waſt angry 
with me, thine anger is turned away, and 
thou comforteſt me. David ſays, | I biber 
ſhall ' I go from thy. ſpirit ? And whither 
ſhall I flee from thy.-preſence-? If I aſcend 
up into heaven, thou art there: if I make my 
hed inhell,--behold thou art there alſo. But. 


he preſence of his Holy Spirit is only with 


them who are brought nigh by the blood of 
. Chriſt; who know his pardoning grace, 
and have in reality poſſeſſion of , chat 
© peaze which ſurpaſſeth underſtanding.“ 
But how many reſt ſatisfied in hearing 
theſe words pronounced by the miniſter, 

1 „ 7 4 
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at the diſmiſſion of the congregation, with- 
our knowing what this peace means ! Art 
not thou the man 3/Wherethe ſpirit of the 
Lord is in his gracious influences there is 
this peace; there is liberty, from the guilt 
and dominion of ſin; it no longer reigns 
in our mortal bodies. The body of fin is 
1 85 cruciſed wilh its affeftions and luſts. The 
[ Nazarites under the law engaged ſolemnly 
f | to be ſeparate from the world, and con- 
ſecrate themſelves to the ſervice. of God. 
To ſuch the Lord hath promiſed; I will 
never leave nor forſake the. 3 
By our  baptiſmal covenant. and\\vows WW 
wie are engaged to be ſpiritual Nazarites 
to God, in renouncing the world, the 
_ « fleſh and the devil. That is our cove- 
nant of ſeparation from the world and ſin. 
And he's who do not profane this cove- 
nant of grace: that better covenant which 
is eſtabliſned upon better promiſes than 
the covenant of works. Such are indeed, 
*© from children” of wrath: made children 
of grace.“ They can ſay, the preſence 
of the Holy Spirit ec ſanctifies me, and all 
<< the elect people of God. Chriſt is to 
them wiſdom, righteouſneſs, ſanctification, 
and redemption. They are brought into 
the glorious liberty of the ſons of God. 
Liberty to draw near to him as to a recon- 
wen father, through che ſon of his W. 
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for a ſupply of all their wants. Tliey are 


| . mga. 2 4 | Eid, BEE 
kept in this liberty, in the uſe of the means 


of grace, by the effectual fervent prayer 
of Rack by walking in all the command- 
ments and ordinances of God's houſe; 
fading his word, and receiving his ſacra- 
ments. If eu 1 oy ede, 
th will be d in t e ily prac ractice of 
et the preſent right Rev. the Lord 

Biſhop of Cheſter calls) * the much neg- 
elected duty of family prayer.“ The aut- 
goings of the morning and evening will find 

them offering their ſacrifices, of prayer and 
chatkſgiving. They ge b fine 
betanſe the days are evil, imptoving their 
fleeting moments for eternity. Their 
converfation will be of heaven and | hea” - 
venly things, looking for, and haſtening 
the coming of the day of God. They 
find that by keeping at the greateſt diſtance 
from the ſpirit and temper of the world, 
they have moſt joy and peace in believing. 
Such the Lord has promiſed t keep from 
Jalling, and that the ball be preſented 

22 before the throne of bis #4 

_ exceeding joy. ' By maintaining a cloſe walk 
with God, they are lovely in their lives, 
and in death not divided. By a ſlothful 


* 


careleſs walk, many have loſt the Lord's 
gracious preſence; „the Holy Spirit has 
E been taken from them,“ and, (like diſ- 
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„eden Iſrael in the wilderneſs) their 
© Hays have been conſumed in ſerrow and trou- 
ble. How doth the inflance in the text 
forbid the ſtrong to glory in his ſtrength ! 
tow does it ſtain the pride of human glory! 
Therefore, let not him that putteth an ibe 


armeur boaſt like him that putteth it of 


Do not Oe are: _ — 5 to us 5 this Jan 
guage : 855 i I $3 RT 1 0 15 2 


A time, fortune ma 1 an Er 9 h 


% And grace us with ſome wreaths of victory; 
4 Fut in the brighteſt day dark clouds may Tile ! 
Man touches ſoon his higheſt point of ax 


% And from the ſull meridian of his gl LY 

He haſtens to his ſetting. And ſhall fall, 

Like a bright exhalation in the erung, 

10 And no one ſees him more. h 
Saerkefsas. 


22 "y 


How "a, path this nutz in A bebant 


ee The ſad cauſe is hinted in the 
text, he. knew not that the Zard was, . 5 


a, from bim, 

In the ebrlicgtions of this Accent 1 
chall firſt addreſs myſelf to the objects 4 
this charity. Fou have known, by ſad 
experience, the miſerable effects of that 
ſin, by which Samſon fell. Perhaps you 
have been the cauſe of the fall of many, 
verifying thoſe words of Solomon: à whore 
ie 4 bite be that is abhorted of the 


Lord | 
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Tord will. fall therein. He goeth after ber, 
A an ox to theflaughter, or as a feol to the 

correction of the ftocks.” She hath caſt down 
many oounded, and many. ftrong men ba ve 
Been ſlain by ber. Her | bouſe is the way to 
Bell, going down to the chambers of (eternal) 


LY 


death. But when your ſin had brought 


you to ſhame and miſery, and made you 
an outcaſt to your relations and friends; 
in this houſe you found an aſylum from 
ſeducers and from want. In this ſenſe, 
you are ias brands plucked out of the fire; 
but are you ſo in the ſenſe of the ſcripture ? 
Tou have great cauſe for thankfulneſs to 
God, and to the patrons of this charity 
for the bleſſings you enjoy: but if you 
are ſtill under the guilt of ſin and the 
wrath of an offended God, what good can 
life do you? Have you then, by deep and 
unfeigned repentance, been hrought to 
_ that fountain pep for fin and uncleanneſs ? 
Has this been t 7 
O Lord, waſh me thoroughly from my wick- 
_ edneſs, and cleanſe me from my fin. Create 


e language of your hearts ? 


in me a clean heart, O God, and #enew' a 


4 right ſpirit within, me. I beſeech you, 


let theſe things, that make for your peace 


be deeply impreſſed upon your! hearts 
Have you ſinned with Mary Magdalen? 
O then, like her, repent. Fall at che 
feet of a compaſſionate Jeſus: waſh them 
eee ee eee oa toc 
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with repentant tears, and he will wipe 
thoſe tears away. He is exalted at the'right 
Band of his father, to give repentance and 
forgiveneſs of ſins. The riches of his grace 
are exceeding. abundant... Plead at the 
throne of grace for acceptance through the 
atonement: of Jeſus, and much, yea, all 
=: will be forgiven. ; Where fin bath abounded 
7* 1 grace will much more abound. Whoſoever 
El cometh to Jeſus, be will in no wiſe caſt 
| out, Such is his compaſſion to humbled 
El! repenting ſinners ; he will not -upbraid 
8 them for paſt vileneſs, or the number and 
1 aggravation of their ſins. He came to 
. call ſinners, Magdalen finners, the chief 
5 of ſinners, to repentance. O bleſſed Jeſus, 

LES do thou command thy bleſſing upon the 
A | Vord of thy grace, that thoſe who are 
El caſt, out by neareſt, relations, may find 
2k reſt and peace in the arms of thy mercy ! 
=. Say to ſome of them, as thou didſt to 
| x weeping Mary, hy fins, that are many, are 
"i . Fergiven thee. O that there may now be 
| joy among the angels of God, over ſome 
of the moſt guilty repenting ſinners! Let 
1 not your unworthineſs diſcourage you from 
1 . looking to Jeſus, for pardon and peace. 
1 He is pitiful, and of tender mercy; and 
$ be with him there is plentious redemption. 
= Does the forſaicen father look with com- 
paſſion on the returning prodigal, while 
yet afar off? Do his bowels of pity, on 
ſeeing 


ſeeing him ſo naked, give wings to his 
aged feet? Does he run, and haſtily fall 
on his neck, and by kiſſing him, prevent 
his humble confeſſion ? How much more 
all ourtheavenly father, the father of all 
mercies, pardon every returning finner, 
and comfort every mourner in Sion! Ho] 
does this bleſſed truth appear in the ſub- 
ject of the text! And in Samſon's charac- 
ter, all who depart from the living God 
(eſpecially; backfliders) 'may fee their 
own. Have yo profaned the covehant 
of your ſeparation, as ſpiritual Nazarites to 
God? Have you broken, inſtead of kept 
your baptiſmal vows ? Then you are ex- 
poſed to the ſame condemnation with thoſe 
objects of your charity. The ſcriptures 


haye concluded all under ſin. 


I ſolicit your generous. contributions 
this evening, towards the ſupport of this 
excellent charity: but I dare not ſay, this 
will deliver you from the guilt of ſin, or 
rehaſe favour with God: for only the 
lood of Chriſt can waſh away ſin. 
Only through his Tighteouſheſs* can vou 
find favour with God: But he hath 


_ promiſed, that whatever is given to the 
poor for his ſake, and from a motive of 
Bee to him (not in order to merit his fa- 
vour) ſhall be rewarded in a way of grace. 
He will acknowledge it as done to him- 
ſelf) In that day, he will ſay, come, ye 
, à˙B̃ . Sleſed 
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Bleſſed of my | Father, for I was an hungry? 


and ye gave me meat, thirſty, and ye gave 
me drink, naked and ye cloathed me; in as 


much as ye did it to ibe leaſt of theſe, ye did 


it unto me, The Lord 'is often found of 
them, that ſeek him in works of mercy. 


Acts x. We are told, Cornelius gave much 
alms to the people, and prayed to God always. 


* 


And an angel of God came and ſaid to bim, 


thy Pr ayers and thine alms are come 4 


for a memorial before God. Then he is di- 


' rected to find Peter, who ſhould tell him 


what he ought to do. Thoſe who give 


alms from right motives know that 


« The quality of mercy. is not ſtrain d. 


. 
» a 


It droppeth as the gentle rain from heaven 
Upon the place beneath. It is twice bleſt, 


<« It bleſſeth him that gives and him that takes. 


By mercy the moſt exalted character is more 


* 
, 
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The throned monarch better than his crown. 


loſt the li 


om) 1 » SHAKESPEAR, | 
Are any es who like Samſon, have 


t of God's countenance, and a 


ſenſe of his gracious preſence? Hath ſome 
darling Delilah, ſome unmortified luſt, 
ſhorn you of your ſpiritual ſtrength, and ſe- 
parated between you and your God? O 
then, flatter not yourſelves, 1 go as at 
other times, and enjoy the tokens on his 

| | love 


RON SAMSON. e 


fove and preſence! God has a controverſy 
With you. He ſaith, Fam mandraw back 

= tis ways and people) my ſoul ſhall 
Have na pleaſure in him. But do any lament 
the abſence of an offended: God? O then 
adopt the prayer of Samſon, verſe 28. 0 


Zang Gad, remember me, I pray thee, only 


this once, O God! As ſure as the Lord an- 


ſwered him, he will anſwer you. His arm 


is not ſhortened that it cannot ſave, nor bis 
tar beavy that it cannot hear. Jeſus is the 
ame yeſterday, to-day, and for ever; in 
anſwerin ag the pra EYES of his people; in par- 
donin giving them the 
knowiedge of 1 pardon by affured 
peace. Zachariah ſays, to John the Bap- 


tiſt, thou ſhalt go before the Face of the Lord 


10 prepare DIS Ways; 10 give KNOWLEDGE 
of ſalvation unto his people, BY TR RE> 
MISSION or SINS.' He that believeth in the 
Sen of Cod bath the witneſs in himſelf ; 

vrhen his faith is of the operation of God 


the ſpirit. This faith is the ſubſtance of 


EE Bs hoped Thi the evidence of wings 
not ren. | | 

+. Jehovah. our ü bee l maik two 
thrones, one in the higheſt heavens (ſitting 

in his eſſential glory) the other in — 


humbleſt heart, dwelling by the ſpirit of 


his grace. I dwell in the bigb — 14 
Place, with bim a who 7s. f an humb n 
an 
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and contrite ſpirit. If the Lord be denied 
the throne of our heart here, for the 
preſence of his holy ſpirit, he will deny 
us a throne in the preſence of his 55 5 My 
hereafter. 'Thoſe who: now ſay, wrath 
have not Feſus, the God of mercy; 10 relon 
over us, muſt be under the dominion of 
inexorable juſtice; where divine vengeance 
only reigns; darting forked lightenings 1 
and hurling thunderbolts for ever. The 
day will ſhortly come, when we muſt all 
eu 750 che. nn a ſeat be TIO 


. 


74 


«© of whoſe judgment ha is no e #1914 34) 
« From whoſe ſentence there is no app; Sri 1 
« His irreverſible decree con G 
„The unrepenting ſinner 
4D To everlaſting: groans, = 742 
Unreſpited, unpſtied, eee 5 i, tf 
- Agor -o hopeleſs pain; en ee W 
vi” ee wo 
0 be warned to fly from this *wrath to 
come. With David, “ haſten: your eſcape * 
from the: * A Lowe and tempeſt 
by flying to Jeſus, . e ſet before us. 
Iaiah 1 of no other ge the God- 
man Chtiſt Jeſus, when he ſays, 4 man 
Hall be an hiding-place from the wind, and 
& covert from the tempeſt of avenging juſtice. 
In him alone, the guilty find pardon, and 
the weary reſt. Holineſs of heart and life; 
Raine from ſin and ſinners are eſſential 
to * 
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i to follow him, the covenant of our ſepa- 


| FROM: $AMSON, 8 119 #1 


to our e ſpiritual Nazarites. Jeſus, 
the true Nazarite, was ſo, When we ceaſe 


ration from the world and ſin is profaned; 
thc Hol v Spirit departs, and the heart be- 
| Tome: lis any other man's) a prey to 
every ſinful deſire; to all the horrors: of 
death and judgment. It is faid of Zion, 
that her Nazarites, (ſuch was their-purity - 
and holineſs of life) were whiter than ſhow. 
| Jeſus came that we might have (purity of) 
life; that we might have it more abu- 
dantly, than they had under the legal dif. "7 
ation. He that is leaſt in the bingdom 
of heaven (the Goſpel; diſpenſation): is 
greater than Jobn the Baptift, evon than 
the immediate fore- runner of the Son of 
Sod. 145 be vod of Chriſt cleanſeth from all 
ſin. © e continual preſence and in- 
9 1 5 13 his Holy Spirit, we may | 
perfectly love him, and perfectly mag- | 
e nity-his.holy name“ The adminiftra- . 
tion of the ſpirit exceeds in glory the ad- 
miniſtration of types and ſhadows. The 
law made nothing perfect, but the bring- 
ing in of a better hope did, by which we 
draw near to God, with more holy bold- 
neſs, in thę full aſſurance of: faith, By - | 
doing, our; hope, our joy, our peace will 
abound. Not looking for this bleſſed $8 
Ropes and, the. TOY eee of the ö f 
bleſſed 
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bleſſed God our Saviour, to make our 
hearts the conſtant dwelling-place of his 
Holy Spirit, many (like Samſon) fall 
aſleep in the lap of falſe ſecurity, and awake 
in the power of their ſpiritual enemies; 
ſhorn of their ſtrength, having loſt the 
beauty of holineſs. Therefore let him that 
Standeth take' heed leſt be fall. Let it be 
our prayer to God, that the character now 
conſidered, and all we hear of, ſimilar to 
it, may be effectual warnings to us, that 
we may finiſh our courſe with joy. Let us 
plead; at the throne of grace; that thoſe 
who have evil will at our Zion, may have 
no more cauſe to triumph at the fall of her 
miniſters; that the overflowings of un- 
godlineſs in our land may be ſtayed, and 
that they may proſper, who pray for the 
eace of Jeruſalem, Let us be conſtantly 
king-unto Jeſus, that he may fulfil in 
us the whole / counſel of his will, and 
the work of faith with power. Then ſhall 
we enjoy his .uninterrupted- preſence of 
his Holy Spirit, and be fitted for the 
njoyment of his preſence in glory; where 
Bert is fullneſs of joy. and pleaſures for 
-vermore.: where we ſhall for ever ſing 
hat new triumphant: ſong. _Unto bim 
Hat loved us, and waſhed us from our fins 
in his own blood, and hath made us kings 
and prieſts unto God and his father: io him 
be glory and dominion for ever. Amen. 
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And Peter remembered the words of Jeſus, 
_ which ſaid unto him, Before the cock crow, 


©" thou wilt deny me thrice. Aud be went 
eu and wept bitterly, 


II isa divine precept, rejoice with them 


that rejoice, and weep with them that 


deep. The former many will do, but few 


the latter. Yet Solomon ſays, it is better 
to go to the houſe of mourning, than to the 

houſe of feaſting : for the heart of the wiſe 
is in the former houſe, but that of fools in 
c „ | 

In my preſent addreſs, you will be in- 
vited to this beſt houſe, the houſe of mourn- 
ing, becauſe it is the direct way, to that 
houſe not made with hands; where there is 


fulneſs 
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fulneſs of joy. And thoſe, who through 

grace, accept this invitation, will find that 4 
promiſe ſure; 7 bey who /ow in tears 5 ſhall | 

reap in joy. © 
| Moſts ſpeaks of a laver of braſs, w which 

alſo was a mirror, for the women aſſembled : 

at the door of the tabernacle. In the fall of 

Peter; we ſee n laver and mirror” together. 

A laver in his tears, and a mirror in his 
repentance. A laver, through which the | 
ſtains of fin may be-wathed away A If 
mirror, in which we may ſee how great a 
change muſt paſs upon us, that we may 

be meet for the kingdom of God. On the 
occaſion of Peter's bitter weeping, I ſhal! 

not much enlarge.. With too much confi- 
dence in his own ſtrength, he had boaſted, 
though all ſhould deny thee, yet will not | 
J. Yet none of the diſciples, but Peter, | 
denied their. Maſter, though all forſook | 
him, and one betrayed him. This fall of | 
Peter began with following Jeſus afar of, | 
Verſe 58. Peter fe/lowwed him afar off, ta the ' «| 
high-priefſt's palace; and ſat. down: with the ö 

fervants to ſee the end. The diſciples, of | 
19 are in danger of falling, when they, 
ike Peter, follow him afar off. . But Da- = | 
vid could ſay, my foul: followeth hard " ne 
Cod. And Peter's fall was compleated,  *' 
by /ittirg down in the ſeat of the ſcornful. 

No wonder he mould be aſxed in ſcorn, 


When 
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rod of Moſes, but by the piercing e 
Chriſt. At the two firſt denials, fear ſeemed 
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when ſitting with ſcorners, art not thou one of 
this man's diſciples'? The evangeliſt par- 
ticularly obſerves, that he ſat down. with 
the high-prieſt's ſervants to /ee the end; and 


there Peter is put in fear, and conquered, 
by the queſtion of a feeble damſel, though 
he thought his ſtrength ſufficient for all 
the powers of darkneſs. Once the cock 
crows: but Peter, deaf to the faithful 


monitor, repeats the fad denial. But im- 


mediately after the ſecond; crowing, St. 


Luke obſerves, Jgſus turned and looked 
on Peter, and this brings to him the ſad 


remembrance. of that warning voice, 2. 


fore the cocſt eo. twice, | thou hal deny 
me thrice. His eyes became a fountain of 


tears: he <vent out and wept birterty. . In 
this action Peter anſwers to his name of 


Cephas, a rock; a ſrmitter rock; (like 


that in the wilderneſs) from which waters. 


flow in. abundance. Not ſmitten b the 


to lock up the ſenſes of Peter, and was as 
a thick cloud upon his mind. But the 
eyes of Jeſus, thoſe rays flom the ſun of 


righreouſheſs, diſpel this cloud. Then 


Peter ſaw how ungrateful he had been, in 


denying the beſt and kindeſt of maſters. 
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124 ON PETER'S TEARS, 
When the cock crew he wept, ſmote by 


That eye, which looks on me, on all! 
« Which bids. this midnight ſentinel, .___ 
With clarion ſhrill, (emblem of that 
Which ſhall awake the dead,) raiſe ſoulss 
© From ſlumber into thoughts of heaven. 


Leng 


2 
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Peter's mourning was a bitter mourn- 
ing. In him that ſcripture was emi- 
nently fulfilled, hey ſball look on me whom 
they bave pierced and mourn, and ſhall be 
In bitterneſs, as one that mourns oF bis 
Arſt-born. They ſhall look on me. Yet St. 
Luke obſerves, Chriſt looked firſt on 
Peter; andit was a look not of terror, but of 
pity and compaſſion. This broke his heart; | 
then Peter had the wiſh of the weeping pro- ' Þ| 
phet. His head was water, bis eyes a;foin- © 
tain of tears: And eccleſiaſtical hiſtory 
ſays, that from this time, whenever Peter 
heard the cock crow, he fell on his knees. 
and mourned; and if at midnight he aroſe 
ag OT 17 26s P51 .a Sponge 
Thus the true penitent will not excuſe 
his fin, will not leſſen his guilt, but judges 
and condemns | himſelf that he may not be 
condemned cf the Lord, in the laſt day. 
He pleads guilty at a throne of juſtice, that 
he may be acquitted at a throne of grace. 
Like Peter, he goes out from the company 
and ſeat of the ſcornful, and weeps in ſecret, 
This is that which St. Paul calls * godly 


ſorrow 
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ſorrow, which worketh - repentance to ſal- 
vation, which ſwells the boſom wWith n 


can, to ſmite our breaſt with felf indigna- 


tion, and cry, God be merciful to me 


fonner ! Who ſhall deliver me from the 


_ wrath to come It was thus, with the royal 


prophet, when he watered his couch with 
tears, and mingled his drink with weeping. 
It was thus with Mary Magdalen, wher 
ſhe waſhed Feſus's feet with ber tears, and 
wiped them with ber hair. Then ho- 
precious, how deſirable theſe fepentant 
tears! For they are an evidencq to us, 
that the divine wrath is appeaſed.; that the 
fire of his indigniſtion 7 is extinguiſhed. 
When theſe happy tears begin to flow, 
the thunderbolts of divine wrath are dif- 
ſolved, and ſhowers of blefſing fall. When 
the eyes of a penitent are bathed. in theſe - 


tears, Heaven is diſarmed; the. ſword of 
juſtice falls from God's almighty hand, 


who acts as one that is conquered. That 
language in Solomon's Song, is very re- 


mirkable: the Lord ſays to the church, 


turn away thine eyes, for thou haſt overcome 
me. When he ſpared king Hezekiah, 
this was the reaſon God aſſigned, I haue 
een thy tears. A divine compares repen- 
rant tears to the Jordan, in which our ſpi- 
ritual leproſy is cleanſed; and to the pool 

| | 13 of 
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of Betheſda, in which our | diſeaſes are 


_- - healed. But theſe expreſſions are ſo to be 


._ underſtood, as not to derogate from the 
efficacy of the blood of atonement, which 


one can cleanſe from ſin. ; Theſe tears F 


are called the wine of angels, becauſe they 
rejoice on their account. But all tears are 
not ſo falutary, becauſe they do not ſpring 
from-the ſame motive. 
St. Paul ſpeaks of a repentance, that 
need be repented of, and of a ſorrow that 
worketh death. I read of the tears of 
pride. Some weep becauſe they have loſt 


> 


their reputation. I read of the tears of 


Hypocriſy, like thoſe of the crocodile, only 


to deceive unwary paſſengers. I read of 
tears of murmuring and reſentment, like 
thoſe of Eſau, bitter in themſelves, but ind 
uo place of. repentante, cannot turn away 
divine diſpleaſure. The wicked in miſery 
will often weep, but ir is on account of 
what they ſuffer for their fins, not becauſe 
they are committed againſt God; not love 
to him, but ſelf-love cauſes their tears to 
flow. They are therefore like the ſorrows 
of hell, where there is weeping, becauſe 
of ſufferings without. hope of deliverance. 
In vain do men weep. on account of the 
troubles of this life. for this kind of ſorrow 
worketh death. In vain do they weep be- 
© cauſe of weariſome nights on beds of pain: 
L | | | tears 


or PETER'S TEARS. „ 


tears cannot heal and give them reſt. in 

vain do we lament the dead: rivers ¶8 _ 

tears cannot bring them back We muſtt 

go to them but they cannot return to c Df 7 
: Boe: tears like Peter's, flowing from 4 

look of pity from a Saviour's eye, are an 

evidence of our being ac uitted from our 

debt, to divine juſtice, of ten houſnd 3 
talents. Then the deſeaſes of the ſoul. are : 
healed, and we are raiſed from a death of 1 
ſin to life of righteouſneſs; But the pro- | 
curing cauſe of all this, is the bloody 

tears of Jeſus. | He, in th days of bis es, 

offered up to God Arong cries and tears; 

therefore ours are accepted. Good Biſhop 

Beveridge, ſaid, his tears wanted waſh- 

< ing in the blood of Chriſt,” > A 

parent, who had many years prayec and 

wept for a prodigal ſon, was t d, * it was 

1 < unpoſſible a child of ſo many tears ould 25 ö 

enn, - Anth ſo ie ene, © - 1 

Nor is it poſſible that Wey 2eriſh, £ 

who ſhed theſe falutary tears. O then 
let us look at this example of Peter, iy | | 

go and do likewiſe. And is there not a 0 

cauſe? If not in words and oaths, yet have 

we not in works denied our Lord and Sa- 

viour? That charge ſtands againſt all-who 

name the name of Ghrip, and 'T nut depart 

from iniquity : they profeſs to know. God, b 

in e "OP bim. The humility of Chriſt 

1818 is 


* 
** 
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isdeniedordefpiſed by all who walk in pride. 
| —— —̃ — by the (| 
_ revengeful at; implacable. And ſome are 
$5 not only to deny the Lord that brought | ] 
m, but to erucify him a freſh, ind put nm 
to an open ſhame. This is to exceed the fin 
of Peter, in his fad denial. Phree times 
indeed, he denys his Lord: at the ſecond 
warning, from the erowing cock, he 
out and weeps bitterly. How often Bee 4 
we, in ſinful works, denied the Lord! HoOW *_ 
many warnings have we heard by the ſound i 
of the goſpel! Yet, how few, like Peter, 
vo. gone out and wept. «© 
_<afFas: crowing cock, which called 4 4 
to repentance, is an emblem of the miniſtry 
of the Goſpel. | There is nothing of that 
ſweet melody in the voice of a cock, which 
is heard from that of the nightin ale; but 
his crowing is loud, fonorous — awaken- 
ing. So the miniſters of the goſpel are 
commanded to cry aloud, to awaken ſin- 
ners from the ſleep of ſin, and rouſe them 
into thoughts of heaven. God ſays, ſound 
an alarm in iny holy mountain. He told 
Ezekiel, that to ſome of the people, his 
preaching was like @ pleaſing voice of ane 


that plays well on an inſtrument, they hear _ 
thy. ee but do them not. But the goſ- 1 
pel ſays, if ye know theſe things, happy are 
of ye do them, It commands all men 

= oY 


Je, 
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eben len ta: repent. But how ory 101. 
1 0.5 ſy 1. 175 
We ſee c anges 5 appare Sample - 
tions, and (conſtitutions. © Old 
advances, et how few are changed in 
heart and Me ! When Chriſt was going to 
Mount CG: bearing his croſs, tbe 
daughters of. Feruſalem btwailed and la- 
mented bim. But be turned, and ſaid to 
them, Weep not for me, but for yourſelves 
and your children. If any ſhould now la- 
ment this ſad fall of Peter, I may ſay, , 
weep not for him, but for yourſelves,” and 
your ae thoſe fins which made the fon 
of God a man of ſorrow. Such mourners 
in Zion have a divine promiſe, that their ; 
ſorrow ſhall be turned into Joys. and wn Es 
mourning into gladneſs. 
Ila. xxx. 19. That divine promile will, = 
ere long, be repeated to them. 7 hou 
Nb. weep nd more. When ſinners return « 
to the Lord with weeping and. 9 * 
tion, he will return to Hens 18 . 
reſtore comfort unto Wa They Who 
now ſo return to him, ſhall return from 
their grave with Leit a en | * 
Joy upon their head. 7” 77 
In divine writ,' we. nd: hid; en y 
propoſed, Can a fountain at the has time © 
ſend forth bitter waters and feet? In the | 
| "FO 1 N it Although 1 


tieſe ö, 


g 
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he might have gone out and hanged himfelf, 
Peter s wege was attended with hope 
en 


— 
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theſe a d tears may at firſt be bitter, 


they ſoon be turned to ſweetneſs. 
The joy of the world often ends in ſorrow, 
and makes the bitterneſs of death more 


bitter. But godly forrow terminates in 
fulneſs of joy and pleaſures for evermore. 
And when a humble penitent, thus like 
Peter, mourns in ſecret, it is from the 
ſame cauſe.” It is in conſequence of a pi- 
tying. look from a compaſſionate Saviour. 


If . Chriſt had not fo looked on Peter, the 
cock might have crowed a thouſand times. 
He would not have ſhed one gracious tear. 
And, like Judas, inſtead of going out to weep, 


and con ce in pardoning merey: but 
that of Judas, with deſpair. Peter's was 


therefore a repentance unto life, but that 
of Judas unto death. And there was a 
reat difference in the ſin of Peter and of 


udas. Peter's was through frailty and 
ſudden temptation: but that of Judas, was 


a premeditated deliberate act, and aroſe 


from a rooted habit of covetouſneſs. 
Happy they, who like Peter, mourn in 


hope now, that they may not wail in 


hopeleſs pain for ever!” For every eye muſt 


ſee this once crucified Saviour, and they 


who pierced him, and the nations who 
obey not his goſpel, muſt wail becauſe of 


him. 
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him. There is no 


in the 
grave; rel es there. 
ben n Ban af kfe W, ohas erde 


night: is come, when none can work. 

Loet us ſee that our repentance be like 
hike of Peter, and not like that of fudas. 
Many indeed, confeſs they are miſerable 


linners, yet never felt any miſery for ſin. 


Many acknowledge they are tied and'bount -- 
with the chains of their” ſin, yet never Wt. - 


uneaſy in theſe chains. Thoſe who go to 


the Lord's table, confeſs they have ſinned 


by | thoupht, word, and dted, againſt the 


divine Majeſty ; that chey are heartily 


ſorry for their miſdoings ; that. the remem- 


g wed tg of: their, in is grievous, and its burden 
_ intolerable." - Yet, after theſe humbling 


confeſſions, go out of God's houſe, not 
like Peter,” to mourn in "ſecret, Dor: into 


all the vanities and follies of the age into 45 
thoſe things that bring the dih late . 
heaven, on the children of diſobedience. 

Such indeed eat and drink judgment to 


themſctves, not difcerning 998 Lord's body. 


But let not the humble believer there ; 


fore be diſcouraged from coming to the 


ſacred table. If there were a Judas, who 


ate and drank at the Lord's table, in his 
own preſence, what may we now expect? 
We cannot diſcern with certainty, between 
a penitent Peter and a hypocritical covet- 
ous 1. [0M a day; 1 Is coming, when 


F 
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theſe characters will be made manifeſt wo 
men and angels. Let no covetous deceit · 
| then dare approach that holy 


ful Judas 
table, leſt it be one day ſaid, as it was of 


that traitor, it bad been: better for you never 
to have been born, But thoſe who know 


* 


that ſin is an evil and bitter thing, and 
mourn on account of it, are pronounced 


dleſſed. And they, who thus, like Peter, 
ſow in tears, ſhall reap the fruits of peace 
and joy: they ſhall doubtleſs return from 


their grave with ſinging, to the realms of 
ee blifs.. Mourners in Zion, in 
the church, have the promiſe of every 


conſolation. But it is written, wo to them 
” who are at eaſe in Zion. Their time of 
mourning will come, when none can com- 


fort them. But hereby it will be known, 


when our repentance is like that of Peter. 

We ſhall go out from the Paths of fin, and 
forſake the ſeat of the ſcornful. We ſhall 
chuſe the afflitfions of the righteous, before 
be pleaſures of fin. We ſhall wait in pa- 


Hence, the days of our appointed time, looking 


For themercy of our Lord Feſus,to eternal life. 
And when that Saviour ſhall appear, 
whoſe pitying eye made the eyes of Peter 
'a fountain of tears; in that day, ben 


every eye ſhall ſee him; all mourners in Zion 


ſhall have their tears wiped away for ever, 
and ſhall enter into the joy of their Lord. 
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4 ! ſower went out to Wits bi has y ey: as 
be ſowed, ſome fell by the way-fide;, and 
it was trodden db 1 an 15 Auel . 
Ea. air ee if. n 1 
HIS i is part oft one 1055 Chriſt's para- 
bles, which even his diſciples did 
— underitand ; and he tells them the 
reaſon of his ſpeaking to others in para- 
bles; {{hat ſeeing they might not ſee, and beur- 
ing they might not underſtand, and for this 
reaſon 1t did not profit. For if the opel 
be not underſtood, and obeyed, it muſt be & 
h  Javour of death unto death. But our Lord's 
| . M diſcighs , 


Ma: x, i 4 ts 7 * 
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diſciples, ſenſible of their need of divine 
teaching, ſaid to Jeſus, bat might this 
parable be? And he anſwered; the. ſecd is 
tbe word of God. Verſe 12. Theſe by the + 
way-ftde, are they. that hear: theni cometh. 


the devil, aud taketh away the word out of 
their hearts, left they ſhould believe and le 


Javed. They on the rock, are they which, 


when: they bear, receive the word with joy, 


and theſe have no root in themſelues, who for. 


4 while believe, aud in time of temptation; 
all away. And there are many of this: 
ſort of hearers, who have ſome: joy and 


pleaſure in hearing, who for a time, believe 
the truth, but when they come under va- 


rious trials, fall away from the profeſſion. 


and practice of the truth. Verſe 24. That 


 nobich fell among thorns, are they ubich 


ruben the bave beard, go forth: and are 
choaked with cares, and riches, and pleaſures: 
of this life, and bring no fruit to perfemian. 
This ſort of hearers are more numerous 
than the former. They who believe for a 


while, are many, but they who miſs of 


heaven, through the cares and riches of 
the world, are more. But thoſe perhaps 
by the ſinful 


San. Our Lord proceeds: hut they; 17 
. N | £00 


pleaſures. of life, I fear are 
moſt of all; eſpecially at the preſent day, 
in which, thoſe pleaſures abound more 


+ 
Te, [RET >. on 
Wage 
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who are eagerly: 
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beartyi having heard the tod, keep d 


py For forth fruit with patience.” Their i 


words of Chriſt remind me of that remar- 


kable ſaying of a great ſcholar, when: be 
read the ſermon on the Mount; either 
. Chriſt's-words: OE. true; or we art 
not Chr 451. bop 


ſeed in ti 
air. Who are forgetful, carclefs ignorant 


hearers, Wha, e eee them 
fees. OS R It 
2 Thefcond elafs, are thoſt Who ate ſoak: 
lowed up, with the cares 1 this . and 
pleafures of the world uu bolus 


-: Athird-claſs, re bed 


o are: religi3 


ous only for 8 ene dd not e L 


to the end. 


eber * our Mes 
cribes, are. they who-ſhall ſurely be ſaved; 
ar upr ans yt; good hearts, moren # 


only u1 Werftand | it, but remember it and 
obey it. Nero a9 „bie- . 25 : 


That which 1 Wend. chieſſy to inſiſt 
ypon a preſent,” 8 which is declared 
ä „ 


e . | | 
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goad grand, are they, obich: in nile 
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under 5 or eaten by che fomls of the 
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by Chriſt, in the rach werſe. The red is 


word of Ged. Nothing > much con- 


cerns us, as to have that upright and pa peer 
f - 


heart, which receives the Gerd 0 


ſd as to have. bur fruit unt holineſs,cand 


tbe ent eternal 1 eg n el⸗ 
| fefts would the 1855 uce, were it 
attended with ſuch a * poſition. Dives, 


in his ſpecch to Abraham, fuppoſes, that 


if one went from the dead to: preach; to his 
brethren, they would bear with.) .attentics | 


and repent. | But he was much miſtaken; 


| AbrabamPaid; if they: hear not Mefesiand 


the propbets, neither will they be. perſuaded, 
though one roſe from thei dead.. . The ſpeak- 
ing from the dead would affright many, 
_ whowhen their fright was wore pO live 


the ſame as beformmeuue 1 7 N 


Ihe reaſon why he: PAY is not alway 
attended with ſaving effects | upon!: ther 
that hear it, is beea ſe few. hear it as, he 
word of God. Hence it is, that inſtead 


of ſaving ſome from death, it becomes the 


dccaſibn of their greater condemnation. 
Being taught their maſter's will, and neg- 
lecting to do it, they are beaten with many 
Os, n than thoſe who never 
E „ r 
It is evident Haim een that God 


Mobs! by the mouth of the . preacher, an nd 
it is * word, that we announce, 
6 ap when x 


heard | 


* 1 Pe. bh ** . ” 
* nm 5 9 — D 
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1 beer of their not profiting” by the 
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* you” HEARING THF cent 
22 bl 88 5 oy 
Jen that ſpeak, but the pit of 674 


wthority from Chriſt, and bis church, 
you world be under no obligation to hea: 7 
the golpel. R is this chat 57 ra our 
office, and gives infinite imp o 
Ak, It is this at eker "the! 


_ 


des, res t of men, to he 
the greate en, to hear the: 
# — words who thereb. Io 


el as 
855 his will to us. Sometimes Goch has 
dken to men, by the mini of . 7 
Ren“ be fad, Bear, O asl, for. 
+ Lord. © But whether 8 an Aue of or. 
+ human being, that has authority 
E he requires the ſame regard. an 14 
attention, as if he Fpake himſelf, It fol- 
lows from hence, that if the goſpel be Heard, 
as if it were the word of man, it 18 not. 
likely to profit any more than a tale that 
„is told. The apoſtle ſpeaking ol them, 


who' were deſtroyed in the wilderneſs,” . 
Nys, the goſpel 2 100 ant tbem, not be. 


ing mint with faith; They did not hear 
it as the word of God. And what was the 


4 


e "made light of the re- 


rnedy God ene n and therefore pe- 
riſhed without remedy.” And ſo muft all 
” M3 who 


/peaketh in yin; © Without this miſlion and ; 


from 5 


Why 3 were deſtroyed in the 
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1 who treat ahmen in like manner, The. | 


E&riptyres ſpeak of miniſters of the. el! 
5 as being God's mouth. He ſaid 0 Mate 
0 | u as my nat 10 the paopla. ILO 
bY | ar it therefore only as a human com- 
27 is to make tlie goſpel of no effect - 
This is to receive this grate of God in _ 
vin, to give up all the bleſſing s. Of the; 3 
＋ pen and to be expoſed wal? 3 fi 
$ a human co ition, there || 
imperfettion; but — kein — Oh 1 
divine oracles, it hath 3 Powerfſrf |} 
effects. Hence, it is ſaid, f de the power 
of Ged through faith; mighty through God, 
19 the pulling down of tbe ſtrong  bolds of- 
ſatan, and 95 deſtruction of his kingdom. 
When the goſpel is heard, as the word of 
run, it oy {trikes the car; but when. 
received as the word of God, it brings the 
kingdom of God to the heart. Hence the 
gofpel,; in its effects, is compared to ſome. 
of the moſt powerful things in nature; to 
a de vouring fire, that burns up the ſtubble; 
10 a mighty torrent, that bears. down all 
before 1 it. I not my ward 4 4 hammer . 
that breaketh the.rock in pieces? I is alſo. 
compared. to a two edged ſword, that di- 
Vidles the ſoul and the ſpirit, the) fol ts and, 
Marrow... But it has none of theſe happy. 
becken ſome, becauſe they hear it as the, -? 
Wet 0 Aidan; and not as. the word of . 
0 e 


The goſpel: — Acts them whe 
hear 1 aecordin 1 the manner in 11 
10 E het be 
_ a from the mouth of God, it will produc ce; 
the woſt happy effects, in ſaving your 


foul alye.'| ut if you hear e Word 


of. man, it will, be attended with conſe- 

E quences, rh mlt urhappy. Jou will be 

more inexcuſable! in che day ehe ene 
than the heathen world. 

| Thus it was with many of the 4 Foun; in 

_ e. Fane Ry to 

| them the me truths. He ex- 

: plained: to them the higeſt myſteries, and 

| x taught them the Way of ſalvation. And 

1 though he was their Meſfiah, the ſon of 

the moſt high, how did they regard him? 


How did they honour and receive his word? 


Why they ſaid, is not this the carpenter's: 
n! They regarded him merely as a man, 
as a mean man; and not raiſing their 
thoughts above his humanity; though he 


was the mighty God, and pale as never 
man ppate, yet his word made no mente 3 


1 on many of their heart. 
But on thoſe, who cantdered the apoſtles. 
as ſen of God, and as his mouth, What 


wonders: did the goſpel effect, though 
ned fiſhermen! Peter, 


pPreached by unleg 
ff who had lately left His nets, to follow Jeſus, 
became a fiſher of nien. In the midſt of 


* Jeruſalem, 


you hear, and receive it 


evoſutem; that Terr 
lately crucified the Lord of Glory, three 
thouſand were converted under one ſer- 
mon. A lictle before, they eried, auß 


with him, cyacify him; now chey cry, what* 


fall ve do id be ſaved ? Under another" 
ſermon five thouſatid experienced the goſpel" 


to be the power of God unto falvarion} 
Churches were ſoon formed im al 72 1 


The faith was received to the etre 


of the earth,” But whenee the ak” of ö 
theſe wonderful effects? how came fo? 


many of the ſubjects of the prince of dark-" 
neſt in ſo ſhort” a time, to become the 
of the prince of peace ? Why, be- 


N they” heard the goſpel, as the worck 


of God. Some come to hear out of euf- 
tom, or to paſs' away the time. Some, Ft 
haps, from a ſpirit of en ity and cen ure; 


others from a vain curioſity, without any 
view, to gather the fruits of ſalyation, which 


the goſpel produces in them who hear i it, 


with an Boten and good heart. How few 


come in that diſpoſition” of the Pſalmiſt, 7 
hear what the Lord will Jay, by the mouth 


, bis ſervant; to hear whether he Wi 
| Jpeat peace to me as be doth to bis people! 


ow few come in prayer to God, that bis 
word may be as good ſeed, ſown on good 


ground, and bringet forth much Fruit! * 
This 


lem, which wh & 


* A Ga. 
r x * as 
— * 


the ſacrament, U if in tlie 


iam. But You! would noe cath our K 


you one day in ſeven. And can God pro- 
nounce his ſervants to be ſo; who 19 


1 5 ns SI and impi ious, ons 


the bb hb-profeflion of religion. But it 


thoſe who profeſs to be the ſer- 


_vants 5 God, if they have any right to 


mar name. What would you fay to that 
ſervant, who would only obey you now | 


and then, when it was attended with no 
inconvehience? And will God then dn 


and accept the ſervices of only one day in 
ſeven, and perhaps a ſmall- art of that 
day? How many neglect his ſervicę on Ihe 
moſt trifling 9 Þ How many neglect 
preceeding week 
chey happen co kk in a paſſion with a fer- 


pant. But are net theſe tempers a8 
ſinful at other times,! as in their weeks 


preparation for the ſacrament F- In the 


great day God will pronounce his 79585 


to be *in Vill done good an 2 


vants good! l faithful, who 6 


him no better? Hence, then be aſſurtd, 


chat in order to be accepted of God, 


ſervices muſt not be partial; but conſtant; 


not only one day in a week, but all the 


days of your life. Many make no account 
of ſins of omiſſion; are as eaſy when 15 


"wit: the duties of God's houſe, as if 


AA TR] _anengled 
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attended them. But theſe omiſſions ds 
pt ſet ſo light, when} on a dying bed, in 
e immediate views of death and judg- 
ment. Then I have known the guilc of 
them to lie very heavy on ſame, : aud 1 0 


encreaſe their fears of jud * 
Such then are the 9 et 5h o Wh 


hear the goſpel, and are -not ſaved. by it. 


Hence this obſervation of a pious di- 


vine. The preacher, aſter ſpen — hams 


« ſelf in watchfulneſs and ſtudy in the 


« his ſtreagth,.in! lelivering them; but 
ſome, either plungedd in ng or full of 
” Foricly. 6 gares, pay little attention to it, 
t or ſoon, for get it. Such is the reception 
the, wort a of od 22 1 ha ya ſome; 
c gathering that heavenly manna, 
which the goſpel — around them, like 
Iſrael, they deſpiſe or murmut. 


But if men would conſider the goſpel a > 


the. word of God, they muſt. liſten to it 


with a very different ſpirit, and ſentiments - 
ry the reverſe. Then this | houſe of 


would be always attended with a holy 


recollection of mind; with an humble ſenſe 


of — Own unworthineſs, and of 1 2 
jeſty of that God who is going to addre 

vou by the mouth of his Jon ant. His di- 
vine word ſhould be read and heard with 


bon Peper to profit by it, and put it in 


244 — 


1e truthg 2 the goſpel, afterwards waſtes 


practice. 


4 
of 


. 


"at 
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pra © It ſnould be heard with the do- 
cility of children, to know and learn their 


9 


father s'will, with determined ſubmiſſion 


ecepts, and o take with 25 


to all its de 
tience all its kin reproofs. ' 
In ſhort, the goſpel ſhould ON heard 
wich 
all thoſe motions that it all pleaſe God to 


inſpire, and to all thoſe g 25 with which 


he ſhall pleaſe him to enlighten us. This 


only thought: that is God ho calls you by 


the mouth of the preacher that it is God 
who gives you divine leſſons; that it is God 


who reveals to you the myſteries of his 
kingdom; that it is the Majeſty of heaven, 
who makes known his ways to yo: Mh 
announces to you his lively oracles: T ſay, 

this only conſideration would awaken all 


your attention. Then you would appear 


in his holy temple, as conſtant as the doors 
are opened; you yould liſten to the goſpel 
with as much humility and reverence, as 
it God himfelf were preſent, in all that 
ſplendor in which he appeared to Moſes 
on Mount Sinai. Then your patience 
would not be weary at the ten of the 


ſervice, eb 


[Thoſe who ſpend. fo Woche of theiy Une 
in mirth- and ftivi ig, never complain of 
Bot that they are too 

: than.” The longeſt wo with them are. 

ane 


lingering hours; 
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gone too ſoon, and as: Job ſpeaks,” the 
dawn of. the day is to them, as the ſhadow 


of death: that is very unpleaſant, becauſe 


it tells them their feſtive hours muſt end. 


But bring theſe, votaries of Bacchus, to 
the houſe of God, and how tedious is the 
hour! How much longer does it appear 


than a whole night ſpent in riot and feſti- 


vity. Inſtead of ſaying with David, a day 


in God's courts, is better tban a thouſand 
elſenubere; they would ſay, an hour in the 


: houſe of mirth, is better ann A; thouſand 


in the houſe of God. t 
It was the ſaying 1 St. Jermmney a: 


the ſighs and tears — the audience ſnould 


make the eulogium of the preacher. But 
ſuch happy conſequences cannot follow, 
unleſs the goſpel be heard, as the word of 


God; unleſs it be heard with a view to 
get greater hatred to ſin, and ee ne 


to virtue. 
When the e FRAY of the mar- 


vellous effects of the goſpel they ne | 


it is a holy ſanctifying word, as the word 
of life and ſalvation. Hence David prays, 
Quicken me, O Lord, by thy word, in which 


is all my hope and truſt. He ſays, a young 
man muſt cleanſe his way,” and ſave his ſoul 
from death, by taking) heed to God's: word. 


Peter ſays, unto bon, Lord, ſhall we go, 


n thou haſt the words of eternal life ? And 


Chriſt 


4 
3 
1 


akon» das een $5 GT 
lte in erident then, — the end of: 4 
Soſpcd is to bri men into the paths of 
_ righteouſneſs and peace. But hen it is 
not heard and received us the word of God, 
3 — heard and not obeyed, it ag 

F 1 his truth — appeas, en what ſhall 

now be farther advanced. | 

5 is certain that —— of falva- 
tion, with which God furniſhes a le, 
lay them under greater obli ation to 
prove thoſe means to his glory. One fol- 
lots as a confequence of the other. Hence 
ariſes that threatening of God to them 
who obey not his goſpel: Becauſe, when 1 
called ye \refuſed ;\ therefore will I laugh at 
your and moet 'when your fear 
cometh. As . 2 ee T-have' ſent 
you my word an to turn 
from the paths of 2 but you 2 
regard mt, refuſing | to know 2 do 


geathe. ing to your peace; 


belongi : 
off a .inftead; of delivering you in 


r calamities, hen fears of death and 

<<Judgment come upon you, hall not 

only be an un d ſpectator of 

< them, but muſt ſiite with the keeneſt 

<« arrows of my juſtiee . Hence alſo, that 
ſevere-reproach' of 7 Chriſt to Jeruſalem, 
for rejecting his word. I would have ga- 

N . 


thered 
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thered.,you,: but ye would not . How 
often would J have gathered you; under 
the wings of my mercy! How often 
* would I have diſſipated youn clouds of 


e a el and error, by cy light of my 
< goſpel; but your negligence and hard- 
cc neſs of heart, rendered all ĩneffectual l. 
For this xeaſon, ** be things that mate for 
< Your peace are Io from your eyes. He 
«ſhall be delivered, into the hands of 
« enemies, your habitation ſhall be left 
ce def late, and e temple laid even 
« 15 the ground FISHES, Bo Brie 463173 444 
Henge that fatal ſentence,. pronounced 
on the ſlothful ſervant. \Thou wicked ſer- 


want, I entruſted thee with a talent, which, 


43 7 of i improving, thou baſt laid up and 
not uſed. Bind. him hand and: pot, and caſt 


1 4 into utter daringſs. To have the gol- 


I.! is a talent committed to us, and for 
which, we. muſt; give an account another 


ay. That careleſs inattention, therefore, | 
which renders, the goſpel unfruitfulʒ is a 


ſin of an aggravated nature, and DAkens 
ſinner's ſtate without remedy 
Rae ene the goſpel is the chief means 
which ſinners are-turned from the paths 


of ſin, and delivered from the wrath to 
| * Thoſe therefore, who are negli- 


gent in their attendande,, or do not re- 
ceive che kaun, rs by mow yuan: 


Lf 11 
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ern to Fu in 43 7 of ines 
What was the greateſt ſin of the! Jews? 
It was rejecting the Goſpel of Chriſt; for 
had they received that, they would not 
have rejected Chriſt himſelf: had they re- 
ceived that, they would not have cruci- 
fied the Meſſiah: - ar the goſpel 
therefore, was en of all the ſins that 
followed and that brought deſtruction on 
 themiſclves, and on their children. By re- 
jecting and e 85 goſpel,” men. deſ- 
t eir judge. i F i in 
What fays Chriſtito, this purpofe ? He 
who reve eng my word bath him that 
Judges him be word <which\I ſpeak ſhall 
 fullge bim in that day. And every one who 
9 as the oracles of God, may adopt 
language of our Saviour. 10) doftrine 
e * his robo ſent ine. It is 
the word of God that muſt inform the 
judgment and convert the heart. It is 
God's word. that muſt ſtir up and warm the 
affections with love to Chriſt and his ſer⸗ 
vice. It is the goſpel that muſt eſtabliſn 
a  wavering: hope, and re=enkindle our ex- 
tinguiſhed love; and faith muſt come by 
bearings the word of God. ; "Conſequently, 
they who negle& it, tak have neither 
faith nor hope; nor right love to God and 
their neighhour. How wonderful have 


1 . N 2 e 


They who hear it as from God, will find 


N 


been attended to and — agſthe word of 
; idolaters from the worſhip of devils to the 


nei of infidelity, and drawn ſinnets out of 


and to live in the er of every virtue 


the happy fruits this good ſeed will pro- 


keep his ſolommn feaſts: and praiſe his 


148 * 
been the effects of the- ae had 


God. It has drawn the maſt barbarous 


knowledge and worſhip of the God of hea- 
ven. It has diſſipated the. thickeſt dark. 


the moſt dreadful abyſſes of vice and in © 
morality; and it has enabled the. matt 
abandoned wretches to forſake their: fitls; 


and holy temper, -. e DE MS 
In ſhort, it has converted many kink 
doms and empires, to tlie profeſſion/ of 
the faith, and will fill with inhabitants 
thoſe many manſions in heaven, which 
Chriſt is gone to prepare for them, WO 
hear his word and keep it. And ſuch are 


duce in all of us, if we diligen ntly hear and 
obey it. But whether we Willihear or for- 
bear, ſtill that ſaying in the Ap 

were true; great 1s trutb and wi prevail: | 


it prevail over all their ſtubborn ſins, * 
W them into the ways of peace. 
Once more. As often : as the e 
God's houſe are . opened for his ſer vice, 
bought to coal it rs an invitation | 
him, to enter them, that you may 
name; 


« 74 Not 


hw. 
— —— 


Wie 


taſte of bit ſuppen e 
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SAT EIDOS NP! 


DN {HEARING TRE SOS r 149 


Not to- be! 
affront to t 
earthly King ſer open the doors of his pa- 


lace, with an invitation to his ſubjects to 


corne to his banquet, to ſec it ſlighted and 
neglected, would be a 


off contempt. And thus to neglect 


dne feſtivals: of the church, is a proof of 
hatred and contempt of that God who has 


appointed them. This is ſet forth by 
N in a parable of the great ſupper. 


. were hidden, \but tbey made light of 
tz one deſired he might be excuſed, that 


he might attend his farm, and prove his 
oxen; another that he might ſell his mer- 


chmdiſe and another, that he might ce- 


lebrate a marriage union. But were theſe 
excuſes, ſufficient [before God, althou 
they were lawful things? Far from 


The Lord knew theſe trifling excuſes, 
which betrayed their hatred te 2 

and therefore declares, they. ſhalt. never 
e. never enter his 


ſervice, 


kingdom. Vet N cl e many 


have not to make, v, have no farms to 
attend; no merchandiſe to ſell; nor any 
marriage union to celebrate. In; ſhore, 
have nothing to do but to attend tlie wor- 
[Kip of God, and to: 8 epare for heaven, 

e light of it. eure have nd 
„l $41 £9tirenl. 


chte invitations 'is"ſurely//an | 
Majeſty of heaven. If an 


f that he was 
Ne by: ls ſubjects, and that he was the 
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real | excuſes, and 3-4 make them. But 
they ought to conſider whether they are | 
ſuch as will be accepted at God's bar, and 

to fear that ſentence, none f them too nr 
hidden ſpall tafteof my ſupper- And it:a 
pears: from Chriſt's own. word, that 
judgment of thoſe who make: light of the 
gol LI will be more Far e eg of 


om and Gomorah. They muſt fall 
the moſt awful victims to the —— ar 
rowsof divine juſtice. E 


I shall * with briefly ſumming 3 
wp the ſenſe. of the parable from which tlie 
text is taken. The good ſeed is theogoſ- 
pel; the ſower is the preacher, and the 
ſoil is the heart of man. Some hearers 
are like high-way ground, where the ſeed 
is not covered, ws + preſerved by medi- 
tation. Others are 2 ſtony, rocky 


ground, in which the word has no root: | 


no root in their underſtanding or es 
conſcience or affections. A ar 
offended either at the iinneks or: Aticb- 
neſs, or holineſs of: e goſpel. Other 
hearers Chriſt corleifres td the thorny 
ound. Thorns f. Ie worldly covetous 
ires: They choak the: good feed, ſha- 
dom the blade — ſprung up, and keep 
off the influences of the fun. Such are 
the effects of thorns. among ſeeds... And 
the like effects have worldly; covetous 
deſires in the heart of man, rendering _ 
good 
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eee pores bled in apcd 


| cdi — the . Keeps 
rerentnely; 8 in ſtedfaſtly, ap- 
Sally, and, brings Ca Tray Abe anti- 
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ſects on Aa bent. This he does by the 175 


Ceres or pleaſures, or riches eh che-morld, | 
. ds en company: | 
4D therhirwamlipd 86) Mane, Cheit | 
ſpeaks-an er parable about the good ſe 
| wget; was ſewn, and then this enemy 
comes and ſows hig tares the wheat. 
Hypocrites, both teachers and hearers will 
5 852 into the church, and mix: among wy 
upright. Chriſt therefore ſpake e. 6 
rahble, to ſhow: that the day of ſepar 
ſhall ſurely come, He ſays, ler 6g — 
aud the wheat, the 5 and the picked 
grow: eden talt: the harveſt:: i, e. end o 
the w 'Then I will ſay to be reapers 
(angels) galber e firſt the tares and bind 
itbem in bundles ro burn them, but gather 
tbe wheat: into my barr. Mr. Birkitt 
_obſerives; © ſome think by theſe bundles, is 
intimated the different claſſes of, finnerg; 
that all drunkards will he bound | ina 
159 that all fabbath-breakers will 100 


— 
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in other bundle; that all whore 

5 adulterers will be in another; — 2h 
oſpel neglecters will be in another. 
| 1100 large then will theſe bundles be, and 
how large the fire that muſt blun them!“ 
Let the careleſs and impenitent take warn 
ing!“ But happy they who are found 


3 
5 ; 


among God's wheat} b hear hid word 


and keep it; for be tb gather them with 
bis arm inis his 700 25 TL : for ever fo 
Every time as gueſts, 4 
that hot table 7 1. then Lasch you 


pet repeated tokens of his flavour. But 


44 


after having been once preſent at the Lord's 
Supper, afterwards to neglect; or turn away | 


from it; is it not to turn your back upon 


your beſt friend, your kindeſt N | 
9 like chat language, | I pray have 


me exeuſed ?* of: whom" Oe 1 Df faid in 
anger, noue bf "them that \weke) bidden, ſball 


Tale of my ſupper Perhaps this may be 
| Pre laſt e if you believed this, 


© would nor be made light 6f. Above 
all, be eafefül that you orgs not your 


ſolemn: ſacramental vows; that you walk 


us becomes thoſe who have been (gueſts at 


the table of thb King of Glory; ſo ſhall ye 
be meet partakers of thoſe holy myſteries, 
"and being faithful unto dend ſhall: then 


i be ed to ſit down with the gan some of 


the Lord! in that Kingdom above for ever. 
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« the baſcleſs fabri6 of ł viſion, leave not 
© a wreck behind.” And when theſe things 
ſhall come to paſs, it may be faid TIME 
© was, ETERNITY now | reigns alone.“ 
Here is the moſt dreadful yet pleaſing 
deſcription of the eternal ſtates of all the 


but to the righteous pleaſing. e 

All of us are, therefore deeply intereſted 
* theſe awful pe O may we feel Feel | 

emn weight]! Hitherto the prophecies of 
this 245 preſented ee 
mixture of merey and judgment, in God's 
diſpenſations towards his people. Here, 


- 1 — - 


at the cloſe of all, the day fully breaks, 
and the Thadows flee away for ever. A 
new world now appears, the former being 
paſſed away. Ver. 1 and a. And I/aw a 
new beaven, and a new earth: for the firſt 
heaven and the firſt earth were paſſed away ; 
and there was no more ſea, And I, Jobn, 
fa the boly city, thenew Jeruſalem, coming 
down from God out of heaven, prepared gig 
265.4 4 . 


dead : do them ho live in ſin dreadful,” 
W's © © $5 © LLP 622 


bride adorned for ber buſbanit. 
.... Some. commentators underſtand all this 
of the ſtate of the church on earth, in the 
glory of the latter day. Bur moſt agree | 
it is a repreſentation of the perfect trium- 
phant ftate in heaven. St. Paul calls the 


church- triumphant, Jeruſalem, uulbich is 
above and is free, free from every mark of 
1 „ bondage 
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bondage, withour ſpot or wrinkle, of any 
ſuch thing. And this is tlie ſtate here 
deſcribed: prepared as a bride adorned, 
beautified with all? perſection of hokneſs 


and wiſdom, meet for the fruition of the 


heaven] — — The bleſſed pre- 


ſence of God with his people; is proclaimed 
and" admired. | Ver. 3. And 1 beard! 


voice our of beaven, 3 


* 49 


0nd God ep hal b. win hen 42 % 
their Cod. A learned commentator ſays, 


cet here is an alluſion to the tabernacle with 


<the Iſraclites, and the Shechinah; or Di- 
vine Majeſty, being in the midſt of 
them. And that it denotes the pre- 


0 ſence of Chriſt in his human nature. an 


his humiliation he dwelt, or tabernacled 
with men in the form of a ſervant: but 
now he will appear in all his Perwang! 5 
glory, and reign as king. el? ts e 

25 vi 2 rage text; we learn this preſent axes 4 
is 


derations:⸗- 5 3 1 Ik SMSO 5 BN; $54 hab 
I. That a time is coming when this 
ſcripture will be fulfilled to part of the hu- 


man race. n . r I wy $47; 


II. The character of thoſe” to whom theſe 


* are made. 1 7 44 0 1 be 


III. When 


5 PAL” Dawn the 


ale of tears. In ſpeaking from it, I . 
propoſe to enlarge on the following! confi- 
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III. When theſe,words ſhall have: their 
Full accomplihment. be he than abt 

I. Aud God ſhall. wine, away. I bear 
From their eyes. Tears are the expreſſ ONS 
of ſorrow, and ſometimes its alleviation. 

Sorrow is an inheritance- we ate all born 
to. It is an entailed inheritance to Adam's 
numerous race. So Job tells us, nan that 
is born of a woman is of few days and full 5 
trouble. It Was ſin that opened | 
bitter fountains in the eyes of men. Be- 
fore ſin entered into the world, no gh then 
heaved man's peaceful breaſt. No tears 
bedewed his 2 — cheek. No jarring 

aſſions from within to diſturb his reſt. 
No enemies from without to invade. his 

peace. Sorrow and miſery were confined 
to the infernal regions, “till ſin brought 
ee death into the world.” But ſin and 
«ſorrow are inſeparable companions,” 
And if we are not ſeparate from ſin and 
ſinners, 2 2 hence to be no more 
ſeen, to be through with eternal 
ſorrows m ir the conſequence. ' Hence 
it is written, come out, from among them, 
and be ye ſeparate from thoſe who: are lovers 
of pleaſure more than lovers of God. Hav- 
ing a form of  godliteſs, but denying ebe 
power , thereof; from ſuch turn away, or 
you will be in danger of being turned out 

of. the W of life and Peace. 9 df id 
id VF And 
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Paul ſpeaks of death in the character of 


an univerſal monarch. Death reigned from 


Adam to Moſes over them who had not ſinned 
after the ſimilitude of Adam's tranſgreſſion. 
Over infants who had not actually ſinned. 


And in the book of Job, death is called, 


the king of terror. His empire was once 


limited to the infernal regions. There 


ſpiritual "death ſet up his baneful reign. 


And there would his abhorred dominion 


have been confined for ever, had, not 


that daring hand © plucked the forbidden 
cc fruit, which brought ſin into the world 
cc and all our wo.“ From that ſad hour 
the reign of death began on earth. All 
kings and empires then became ſubject to 
the dark dominions. That awful ſen- 
tence then began to be put in execution 
againſt the human race, duſt thou art, and 


unto: duſt. thou ſhalt return. (Reader, © it 


« ig all thou art, and all the proud ſhall 
ce be.“) Death's ebon ſceptre is now ex- 


tended over this diſordered world. As a 


mighty hunter, eager in purſuit of prey, 
his well- aimed ſhafts are flying every hour, 


bringing mortals to their long home. Sad 
marks of his devaſtation appear wherever 


we turn. Many mourners for departed 
friends go about the ſtreets; and many 
more vent their ſorrows and grief in ſe- 

| O 1 
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_ cret, refuſing to be comforted, and ge 
down to the graves in forrow. For the 
ſorrow of the world worketh death; in 
ſome who are in the bloom of life, cauſing 
their morning ſun to ſet at noon. Time 
flies from men, and they from time, pur- 
c ſuing and purſued, each other's prey, as 
ce wolves for rapine, and the fox for wilds; 
ce till death, that mighty hunter, earths 
ce them "? 5 Tag | A el. IE ²˙ . ̃ M 
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6; our ſorrows. 1 below, and, earth EXT 
« changed for heaven. 

Neither ſhall there. be. any. more pain; ; 
cet of body or mind: but quite the re- 


verſe. Here many have weari/ome nights 


oint d unto, them, aud are toſſed to and 
nos pain, and. + Rar On the dawn; 
in day. But in thoſe bliſsful .climes, the 


abitants ſhall no more ſay. J am fiel. 


Th his: corruptible body. ſhall put on incorrup- 
„ and. this mortal ſhall put on immorta- 
Theſe 8 veſſels ſo liable to 


cruſhed be 125 the then be ca- 
wxipeh uſtaining- with Cate de- 
an pan . and eternal weight of 
15 ball return 5 50 the filent grave 
g and ever 
ay, 1 ben the evil. Nb uo more 23 
nor the. years draw nigh, when we Jour HU 2705 
Ibere is no more 2 ure in them. _ The jun 
nar the light Jhall no more be darkened, nor 
the clouds return after rain. But the Lord 
all. be our euer/afing light, and the days of 
our mourning ſhall be . De keepers of 
the. houſe 724 no more tremble, — the 
Arong ,men., bow themſelves, or thoſe "that 
Loa out , the, windows be darkened. The 
daughters of muſic ſpall not be brought low, 
nor fears be in the way. The filver cord ſpall 
* more be teaſed. 7 the. en bowl- be 
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broken at the fountgin. Becauſe man ſhall 
ne more change his home, nor mourners go 
4 {is 5 1 a 4 2 Ay; ; of 4 q *. A. 1 : 
about thoſe ſtreets of the new Jeruſalem. 
g © 1 OE. M . BY F.-Y I TOE 
Eccles. 12. enn, 


For the former things art bee away; 
Not only fin and forrow, pain and death, 
but the place of offering hel THE 18 
paſſed away. Te heavens ſhall paſs away 
with a great noiſe, the elements melt with 
fervent heat, the earth 45 and the things 

therein, be burnt up. Every thing with 
which we were converſant on earth will be 
paſſed away. Seed times and barveſts wil! 
for ever ceaſe. Summer and winter be' no 
more. In that city of the great king, the 
voice of the bridegroom and of the bride is 
no more heard. The children of the refur- 
rection to eternal life no more marry, nor 
are given in marriage, but are as the angels 
of Ged ; free from all human paſſions and 
gs,” 07 . v6 x5 0s 
Prayer and preaching, ' ſabbaths and 
ſacraments will be ended. But thoſe who 
How make melody in their hearts to the Lord, 
in the aſſemblies of his ſaints, ſhall then 
Keep an eternal ſabbath, and ſing the won- 
ders of redeeming love with unabated ar- 
dour. Then many who cannot now procure . 
a ſeat in the courts of God's houſe below, 
will fit down in the courts above, wrth 
. Abraham, Iſaac, Jacob, and à great mal- 
+, Eo = > ay titude, 


f 
* 
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itudes anbirb no man can number of every 


| language, People and tongue. 
Tes ſecond conſideration 1s the character 


8 of thoſe to whom theſe promiſes are made. 


dne are e [UK ae words | fol- 


dad be =_ ſat an the throne aid, Behold 
4 make. all things new. I am Alpha and 
7 Omega, the beginning and the end. Twill 
give unto bim that is athirſt of the fountain 
of the. water of life freely. He that over- 


cometh ſhall inherit all things, and I will be 


His Gad, and be ſhall be my. ſon. The 
heirs of theſe promiſes have felt the renew- 
ing N of his grace who ſits on this 


throne. They know for themſelves the 


truth of St. Paul's words. If 'any man 
be in Chriſt Feſus (ſavingly united to him, 
by a living faith) he ig a new creature. Old 
things are -paſſed away, (former unholy 
tempers and ſinful works). and bebold all 
things are become new. They havenew de- 
- ſites, a new heart and new affections; the 
are no longer earthly and ſenſual, but ſpi- 
rrituab and heavenly. Luther ſays, Kt every 
-*.real, chriſtian is a new creature. in a 


1. new world.“ And none but ſuch can 


inherit that new heayen and new earth 


wherein dwelleth righteouſneſs. 
And theſe 3 of the promiſes are 
Atbirſt for. the water of life; for hs. Holy 


gl 03 Spirit 


» HET + es N 
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Spirit in all his cleanſing, fruitful; refreſh- 

ing and ſanctifying influences. - fs the 
chaſed hart panteth after the cooling water 
brooks, ſo do they thirft after conſtant ac- 
ceſs to the fountain of living waters; and 
uninterrupted communion with God. And 
Jeſus ſays, he that drinketh of the waters 
that I ſhall give, ſhall never tbirſt, hut they. 
Hall be in him as a well of water ſpringing 
up into everlaſting life. At the great day 
of the feaſt be ſtocd up and cried, if any 


man thirſt let bim come unto me and drink, 


and receive the blefſings of pardon and 
. Ae that believeth in me, out of his 

elly ſhall flow rivers living waters: this 
he ſpake of the ſpirit, which they who be- 
lieve in him do receive. Theſe heirs of the 
promiſes are victorious over the world and 
ſin, the corruptions of nature anditemp- 


rations of the devil. Ver. 7. Unto.\bim 
that overcometh; not in his own native 


ſtrength ; but being ſtrong in the faith and 
grace of Jeſus. This is the victory that 


 overcometh the world, even our faith, in 


the captain of our ſalvation, who hath 


conquered for us. He faith to all who are 
fighting under his banner, 4e of good cheer, 
u have overcome the world. They overcome 


by the blood of the lamb, and by the word of 


a. 


their teſtimony. The latter part of ve 


ing 


2 # | * 
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ing in the ſame relation to God, as chil- 
dren to their father. I will % bis God, 
und be ſpall be'my ſon. © They are adopted 


in the family of heaven, and their name is 
written in the book of life. Becauſe ye 
are ſons, God hath ſent forth the ſpirit of 


cher: Such aft heirs'of all tie glorious | 


promiſes in this bock. by 3: þ 9 on nd? 6 


The pleaſing proſpect through the vale 
of death will alleviate the ſorrows of this 


thorny wilderneſs, though it may not give 


a full deliverance; The'ties of nature are 


very tender; and not to feel them break 
by the ſtroke of death, is inſeparable from 
humanity. But ſome ſorrows are peculiar 


Such were Jeremiah's, when he cried, O 


that ny beud were waters, and mine-eyes'a 
fountain of tears, that I might weep day 
and night.” O that I bad inthe wilderneſi a 
place of wayfaring men, that I might leave 
this people,” and go from them, for they are 
à rebellious houſe my ſoul ſhall weep in 
ſecret places. Such were David's; when 


he ſaid, rivers of waters run down' mine 


. eyes, becauſe men keep not my law. ' And St. 
Paul's, Of whom I bave told you often, and 
now" tell you even weeping, that "they are 
enemies f the croſs of | Chriſt, whoſe. God is 


their 
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their belly, wwho- glory: in; their ſbama, who 
mind earthly things. And ſuch were the 
tears of Jeſus, that man ef ſorrow, hen he 
beheld the city and wept Over it, ſaying, 
O that thou hadii knoten, even ſbou in = 
thy day, the things belonging to thy peace, but 
now they are hid from * ces But 
, 5 Her great events ſhall be accom- 
pliſhed, the righteous will no more weep 
Boy hardened-careleſs finners. Their doom 
will be fixed for ever. No prayers or 
tears oan then avail for them... There is 
no ſaving repentance in or beyond the 
grave. All ties of nature vill then be 
eternally diſſolved. The g odly-will have 
no mor tn) mens ſenſation for the condem- 
nation of the deareſt relation, than for one 
they never new. That petition of Dives, 
that Abraham would ſend Lazarus to warn 
bis five brethren, and exhort tbem to repen- 
tance, that they might not come to that place 
F torment, was not from natural affection. 
More probably from an apprehenſion of 
the aggravation of his own miſery, by 
having in his life time encouraged em 


in Hin. 1 W tc or | 
' The third: R is, when theſe 
b words will be accompliſhed. 


dere time is referred to chap, 1. 1 — 
Td a great white throne; and 


* 1 bim 


given of - the judge, next the perſons tq be 
judged are deſcribed, the ſtate” and con- 
dition m Wich chey lived and died. Theſe 


4 
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him that fat on it, from ble face the bras 
ven ah 


Cod; and ibe boats were opened :"and ano. 


ther B00 b wwas opened, AD; is 'the Bob of 


life: and the dead were judged" out of thoſe 
gt whith were written {in the books de- 
ing to their works.” An account being 


are the reſt of the dead, who lived not a gain 
until the thouſand of years were ended, v 


Ver. 1 3, to 15. And tbe ſea gave up the 4060 
obich were in it: and death and bell deli: 
 vered up the dead which wers in them: and 


they were judged every man atcording' to their 


works. And whoſoeverwas not:found written - 
in he book of life was caft into ths late of fire! 
0 the awful tremendous ſcenes which: then 


will be diſcloſed! At this laſt and grand 


aſſze we ſhall ſee the Majeſty of Heaven, 


the Almighty Judge, fit on that great white 


throne. We ſhall ſee the migh Angel 


arreſt the ſun in its ſhining courle.”'! He 
Will et one foot on the ſea, and the other. on 
the dry land, and lifting up his hatd- to 


"heaven-will : ſwear by him"that liveth for 


ever, that time ſhall be no longer. We 


hall hear the laſt trumpet eccho throu h 
| We dark regions of the grave, and in 


x Fr evinkling 


the earth fled away. Aud 17 
ſato the dead, ſmall and ee and before 
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twinkling of an eye, millions ariſe. 1 
earth — ſea, before our cd ge 08 
Man ſtart GS his couch th 

0 no more!: The 

« never 88 mall 255 14 on 
before .the 3 ene ſeat „not as 

ebene to ſee who, are condemned, 


ho are acquitted, but as parties to 
aſwer tor ourſelves, for the the deeds, done 
in the body. 


e eme er dae the 
great ju ge W134, pronounce, ty OF, not 
uilty, | In what an agony of ſuſpence 
06s a eden ſtand at the bar, | 
whether he. is to live or die] What marks 
of anxious diſtreſs appear in the .counte- 
nance of his friends left he ſhall be. gf 
guilty! but alas, how few. are thus con- 
cermed. ahout their own ſentence in this 
eat day of dread. and deciſion! Whether 
they. ſh ſhall be: acquitted or condemned 
How few are careful daily, as they ſee the 
4g approaching, to exhort, and warn their 
houſholds,. that they may 
E 2 2 47 irrevocable ſentence of condem- 
nation] And that many will fall under 
this ſentence, chap, xxi, verſe 8, aſl 5 us. 
And while the words are. reading, 
der whether thy character is not — — 
But the fearful, and unbelieving, and the 


en and murderers, and whorg- 
| mongers, 


* 2 ——_ 1 e * 
, * 
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mangers, and idolater ii und -all liars, ſhall 
have'a part in the lake, which burntth with 
Fre and brimſtone, which ts the /econd death. 
Arid do not many, called Chriſtians, come 
under ſome of theſe characters? Who are : 
arful of offending man, more than God: | 
Allen the threatenings of God againſt 
ſin and ſinners; abominable in their do- 
"ings; making their boaſt of what they 
bought to be aſhamed; beart-:dolaters und 
murderers, loving money or pleaſure more 
than God, living in malice, envy, hatred, 
and revenge, the very tempers that * 
Tiſe to all murders: and all Tiars. But 
how few think it a crime to lie in their 
dealings for the ſake of gain, or conſider 
that God has here ſaid, on this account, 
they ſhall be caſt into the lake of un- 
| bong d fire! Art not thou the man ? 
then, think of this awful ſentence that 
awaits you, without a ſpeedy and deep re- 
entance ! The mouth of the Lord hath 
ſpoken it, that if you die under the guilt 
of theſe, or any other hs, where he is 
you cannot come. i 
And with the e their n 
things will be paſſed away. No more 
ſinging the ſongs of the druplatil,” No 
more gratifications of their luſts and paſ- 
ſions. No more honour from their depen- 
dants * flatterers. No more ſitting 


An 


<7 
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in the ſeat of the ſcornful, ſhooting out the 
arrows of bitter reproachful cruel words 
againſt the righteous. Inſtead of no more 
pain, no more ſorrow, they muſt ſuffer un- 
abated pain, unmingled ſorrows, In this 
bock it. 1s written, they gnaw their tongues 
For pain, and the ſmoke, of their torment 
Wander? up for ever and ever. O conſi- 
der this, ye that forget God, leſt you fall 
under this condemnation! Howſoever joy- 
ous your . preſent day, ſeaſons of ſorrow 
await you. The evil days are coming, and 
the years draw nigh, when thou ſhalt ſay, I 
have no pleaſure in them. 'When the keepers 
e the bouſe will tremble, and the ſtrong men 

bow. them/etves,: the grinders ceaſe, becauſe 
they are few, and thoſe that look out of the 
_ windows be darkened. The doors ſhall be 

fut in the ſtreets, the daughters of. muſic 

ſpall be brought, and fears ſhall be in the 
way. The graſhopper ſhall be a burden, and 
Agęſire ſpall fail: becauſe man goeth to his 
long home. Eccles. xii. You. daily hear 
the ſounds of mortality confirm theſe 
truths, the paſſing Kknell proclaiming the 
king of terrors invading, your borders. 
. Yet a little while and he will come to your 
own houſe, to your own heart, and ſepa- 
rate you from the moſt tender connections 
and deareſt relations. O ſee that you get 
prepared for the awful moment, by being 

; | cloathed 
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clog:hed in the righteouſneſs of Jeſus,” and 
_ cleanſed from ſin by faith in his blood! 
Today, while it is called to-day, if ye will 
Hear his voice, harden not your hearts againſt 
' theſe awful truths. ' Now is the accepted 
time, and now is the day of ſalvation. If 
the evil day of death come, when unpre- 


pated, under the guilt and dominion of. 


n, you. muſt be pierced through with 


* 


many, with eternal ſorrows. 


No beam of joyous hope will ever break 


into the regions of eternal death. Inſtead 
of no more cryin 


Ks 


there will be ceaſeleſs 


+4 
fo 


cries. They will cry, the great day of his 
 aorath is come, and who ſhall be able to ſtand 


under it. They will cry againſt them- 
ſelves for having deſpiſed or made light of 


religion, and neglected the things belong- 


ing to their peace. They will cry againſt 
their companions in fin for having been 


their tempters and ſeducers. They will 
cry againſt their ungodly parents, for not 


bringing them up in the fear, the nurture 
and admonition of the Lord. They will 
cry againſt thoſe teachers, who come under 
that deſcription of St. Paul. 2 Tim. iii. 
Lovers of their own ſelves, covetous, proud, 


un bo ly, falſe accuſers, incontinent, ; Nerce, 


deſpiſers of thoſe that are good, lovers of 
pleaſures more than lovers of God, who creep 


into houſes, leading captive ſilly women; 


ba ving 


P 
Wing 


# 
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having a form of godlineſs, but denyin>_ the 
? use thereof. „ $6" ſtill more mT 
ful to relate, they will cry againſt God, 
| becauſe he does not put an end to their ex- 
iſtence. They blaſpheme the God of bea- 
ven, becauſe they ſeek death, but be fleeth 
from them. 5 
But is yours the character deſcribed, 
that belongs to the heirs of theſe promiſes? 
Being juſtified by faith, have you now 
peace with God? O then forget not that 
to Jeſus you owe this great deliverance. 
He wept that you 7 0 rejoice, and bled, 
that you might live for ever. He con- 
quered death, and him that had the power 
of death, that you 9 7 be more than 
conquerors over the fears of death and 
hell. When you mourned under the guilt 
and burden of fin, it was his kind, though 
unſeen hand, that wiped, your tears away. 
When you mourned over a dear deceaſed 
friend, he bid you not to ſorrow as thoſe 
that have no hope to meet again in bliſs, 


.. What, cauſe have you to ſing. _ 


SLES . „ $44 5 =4F ; : P x 
How kind are thy compaſſions, Lord, 

Ho flow thine anger moves !”? 7s 
The covenant bleſſings now received are 
_ tokens and earneſts of greater things, more 


- glorious bleſſings. You need not ſorrow, 
| "= as 


land: ſo at the morning 

rection the Lord will ſurely viſit you, and 
bring you up out of your graves with ſongs 
of deliverance, And this ſcripture ſhall” 


* — „ 
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as them that have no hope, when they go 
down to the filent grave. As Joſeph ſaid” 
to his. brethren in Egypt, - the Lord will. 
Surely viſit you, and bring you up out of this 


then be fully accompliſhed to all who 
have departed hence in the true faith and 
fear of the Lord Jeſus. God ball wipe 
away all tears from their eyes, &c. TOP 
Would all of you be preſent at the laſt 


aſſize unappalled, undifmay:d ! (Preſent 


you muſt be) O then take the preſent warn- 
ing. If you would not your own blood 


ſhould then be upon your head, ſee that: 


the blood of Jeſus be now upon your heart. 


Not in the ſenſe of the Jews, who cried, +» 


His blood be upon us, and on our children, 
but in its ſaving and cleanſing efficacy; 
to 1 your heart from an evil conſcience, 
and ſpeak peace to your ſouls. St. Paul 
fays, it ſheaketh better thi 
of Abel. This pleaded for ſpeedy ven- 
geance, but that for ſparing pardoning 
mercy. To all who take warning and fly 
to the attonement of Jeſus. for refuge, 
the goſpel-trumpet is a joyful ſound of reſt 
and peace. David ſays, bleſſed are the 
People that know [believe and receive] 
„ . 00 


of the reſur- 


ngs than the Bod 


- 
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this joy fa I found; they foall walk, O Lord, 7 


in the light of thy countenance, in thy name 


ſhall they rejoice all the day, and in thy 
righteouſneſs ſhall they be exalted. Thar 
people took warning, who came to the 
prophet with that anxious enquiry, H/atch- 


man what ef the night ? Watchman, what 


of the night ? And we have authority to 
affure all whoſe hope and truſt is in the 
Lord, their ſouls Fall be delivered in the 
darkeſt nights of affliction and trouble; 


and that ſengs of deliverance ſhall be given 


them in that night they ſleep in death. 


2 


All who take warning, and receive tte 


truth. in the love of it, the truth ſhall make 


them free from every diſtreſſing fear what : 


ſhall. befall them in time or eternity ? 7 


have now ſet before you, life and death, 
bleſſing and curſing. May the Lord com- 
mand his bleſling, that you may chu ue life, 
and that both you and your feed may live for 
ever! Now 20 the king eternal, immortal 


and inviſible, the only wiſe God, be bonour | 


and glory for ever and ever. Amen. 
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Puiliriaxs i. Verſe 23. 


For ] am in a ftrai gb. between two, 1 
4 4 defire to depart, and to be with, 6 Gr 
_ which is far better. 


EVER did any. how a greater long- 
ing tor the enjoyment of the pre- 
ſence of God in the public worſhip than 
David. Being an exile, a fugitive, wan- 
dering in yy og purſued by Saul, he 
often. 1 1 the yehemence of his deſires 
after God. As the hart panteth after the 
water-brooks, 2 panteth my ſout after thee, 
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O God. My ſoul fainteth for the living God. 
O when ſhall I come and preſent myſelf before 
the preſence of the Lord! He aſks for the 
wings of a dove that he might fly away, and 


: find reſt. He complains, that he was con- 


ſtrained to dell withiMeſech, and to have 
his habitation in the tents of Kedar; among 
malicious and wicked men. At another 
time, he /ongeth after the courts of the Lord, 
after the altars of his king and his God. 
O happy are all they who dwell in thine 
auſe, who are always praiſing thee! And 
can'chriſtians have leſs fervent deſires after 
heaven, after the courts of God's houſe 
above, than David, after his courts be- 
low ? For there Jeſus will unveil the 
beauties of his countenance, and his ſaints 
will praiſe him day and night. Shall real 
chriſtians, who are ſtrangers and pilgrims 
here below, who are like David 1n the 
wilderneſs, having no certain habitation, 
muſt not they ſigh and long after that city 
of reſt, that houſe not made with hands, eter- 
nal in the heavens ? Languiſhing in exile, 
and weary of their dwelling among” the 
rents of Kedar, muſt not they earneſtly 
deſire a better country? It muſt be fo. 
Their faith and hope will give them wings 


like a dove, by which they will fly to 


thoſe regions of immortality; to that 
Jerufalem above, that city of the Almighty 


King, 
N * 
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be cloathed upon with our houſe, whic 


as 
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King, where they will fee his face; whom 
having not yet ſeen, they love, and in 


whoſe ſmiles and favour they will reſt for 
ever? 05 ON RE 88 1 DOT 


1 


Hear the language of St. Paul. Judge 
whether his longing deſires to enjoy the 


d preſence of God, are not as ardent as 


David's. We groan earneſtly, 9 to 
is 
from heaven. "Knowing that whilſ# we are 
at home in the body, we are abſent from the 
o on eh Ornab PT 
Again, we ourſelves groan within our- 
ſelves, waiting for our adoption, and re- 
demption of our bodies, Had the men of 
this world heard theſe groans of the apoſtle 
and his companions after heaven, they 


- would have accounted them of all men the 
_ moſt miſerable ; yet St. Paul fays, though 


forrowful, yet always. rejoicing; though 
Poor, yet making many rieh; having nothing, 
yet poſſeſſing all things. And in the text, 
although he puts life and death in the ſcale, 


as if uncertain whether he ought to wiſh 


for, longer life-for the good of ſouls, or for 
death, in order to ſee Chriſt ;- yet, when he 
conſults his ewn happineſs and inclination, 


he declares it to be better for bim to die 
that he may be with Chriſt. This would be 


by far the moſt agreeable to him: having 
td e 24 a defire 


{1 


5% 


"# 


a defire to depart and be with Chrift, which © 
is far better. 5 Ty 1 
The world is paſſing away, our years 
ſteal rapidly along, and ſoon come to an 
end. We know that we all muſt ſoon de- 
part into another world. What a reproach 
is it, if the knowledge of the vanity of the 
world, of the brevity of life, and of thjge 
goſpel of Chriſt, has not yet taught uns 
this leſſon; to deſire to depart to that 
heavenly country, where Chriſt is king. 
The death of real chriſtians is but a de- 3 
parture, a removal to go and be with the * |] 
Lord. Death, thus conſidered, far fror 
being the object of fear, ſhould be the ob- 
ject of our deſires. Death, in this point 
of view, is far better than life. It is uſe- 
ful to form proper ideas of death. The 
infidel looks upon it as the end of his 
being. A worldly minded man, looks 
upon it as a ſcparation from that world he 
loves; a violent tearing him from all his 

pleaſures, or riches, or honours; a taking 

a final adieu of all his delights. To ceaſe 

from being what he was; 'not to know 

whither he is going; to be parted from all 

he has, without hope of ſecing them 

again: and add to this, fore-boding fears 

of eternal miſery ; ſuch is death to the 
irreligious and profane. 56 4 


4 


5 
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But with regard to the real chriſtian it 
is to depart, and be with Chriſt. . To that 
queſtion; What is death? It may be an- 
ſwered, it is a departure of the ſoul from 


the body, and of both ſoul and body of the 


world, and from the company. of the living. 
This anſwer indeed, has no regard to that. 
place, whither we are going. But let not 
the infidel think that he ſhall ceaſe to be, 


becauſe of this ſeparation of ſoul and body. 


ments, is not to become nothing. When 
the ſoul departs from the body, it puts off 


To change one's habitation, or country, is 
not to ceaſe exiſting ; to put off your gar- 


its garments; it forſakes its lodging; it 
leaves its old habitation, let for a ſeaſon. 
As jou put off your garments; when at 


night you he down in bed; at the mor- 


ning of the reſurrection, the ſoul will re- 


ſume its wanted cloathing, and return to 
its former habitation. Ye worldly minded, 


who forget God, this change will coſt you 
dear. You lament that this houſe of clay 
is going to ruins. What expence and 
pains do it coſt you to repair its breaches; 
to ſtrengthen and adorn it, that it may not 
decay and fall! Do you not, in this ſenſe, 


uſe that language in the Pſalms: Here 


would I dwell for ever? How many cares 
are beſtowed upon this fleſhly tabernacle, 


to repair and beautify it: but how is the in- 


valuable 


— 
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valuable tenant witkin neglected and for- 
gotten ! You muſt be driven out of it by - 

orce. You will not leave it till that 
| dreadful Serjeant Death arreſt and drag 
you away. Yet you know that God has 
not given ar body to be always the ha- 
bitation of your ſoul. It is only let to you 
for a certain term. Why then complain, 
when your leaſe is expired, and your term 


ended, when you muſt be put out? Not 
to with the real chriſtian ; he knows that 
here we have no ro city; that 


when' the earthly houſe of this tabernacle 


ſhall be diſſolved, we have a far better ba- 
bitation to remove into; even the palace 
of the king of glory. He is content, yea 


4 
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nes, this earthly Toning fubje& to fo 


many inconveniences, an 
ruins before its final fall.“ We muſt all 
take our departure from the body. 


1 *. b _ 
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A Baronet of the laſt century, whoſe manſion ; 

| Thave ſeen in Yorkſhire, was ſuppoſed to be 
dead; when the following converſation took 
place between his jeſter or fool, and his ſervants 25 


F. Our maſter is gone Tag 
F.. Ah! whither is he gone? 


. To heaven, we hope. ö ST FLAY 
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Why then 10 many cares and fears about 
this ruinous houſe, which muſt ſoon fall! 
and ſo little care and concern about the 
| 5 within, the immortal ſoul? Why 
| ou live as if there were nothing fo va- 
RR oh as: this corru tible body, and as if 
it never were to be en of the ſoul ? 
1 Why forget that ſcripture, the Body ſhell 
return to the duſt, and the ſpirit to 004 who 
| ave it? But death is not only a departure 
om the body, but from the company of 
friends, and the ſight of all viſible things. 
The foul departs into a new world. Man 
is ſeen no more on earth. His relation to 
8 and eſtates for ever ceaſe. The 
bonds of every connection in this world are | 
broken by the powerful hand of the king 
of terrors, A thought ad Aeon, to 


ey 9 
> 4 * 1 — * mu 


Dan „ N r . 4 #34 


F. To etre ee: 4hat he is not, Toys fare, 
= at as Why ſo ? 
1 3 Why, becauſe heaven i is a great way off, 
| and when my maſter was going 2 long journey, 
he uſed for ſome time to talk about it, and pre- - A 
pare for it. But I never heard him fpeak 'of _ 24 
5 750 or ſaw him make any preparation for ; 
| ng; he cannot therefore be gone thither.” 
£2270 ST The baronet however recovered, and this con- 
verſation being told him, he was ſo {truck by, it, 
that he immediately began to prepare for his jour- 
ney to that country, © from Wan bourne, no 
6 e returns,” 1 e | 
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the unholy and. profane, but full of delight 
to the righteous. A worldling, who is pur- 


ſuing only the things of time, and has no 


title to an inheritance in heaven, muſt be 
uneaſy at the thought of a departure from 
the world, to go he knows not whither; 
or perhaps his guilty fears tells him, he is 
SH going to that hell, to which he had often 


amned his own ſqul. But to a follower 


of Chriſt, the thought of this departure, 


gives joy and comfort. It makes him 


careful not 70 /et his affefion on things be- 
loro, and to uſe this world as not abuſing it, 


knowing that the faſhion thereof paſſeth 


away, Even a heathen ſaid, I depart 
c out of this life, as from an inn, not from 
«a certain habitation: for nature has 
given only a. lodging place, not a fixed 
c dwelling.” God's word ſpeaks of man- 
kind, as ſtrangers and travellers on earth. 


Our birth gives us entrance into the world, 
as a country before unknown. We travel 


up and down, for a ſhort time, and then 
death puts an end to our journey. Why 
then ſhould you be ſo ef and feed 
about the poſſeſſions and good things of 
this country, where you ſo lately arrived; 


wherein you cannot ſtay long, and from 


which you may the next moment have a 
ſummons to depart? To ſee how ſome 


men 


l 
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men eagerly after riches; and plea- 
+ - ſures; to An.” ag with ſuch anxi anxiety, 
planting and building, and altering their 
plans; riſng , early, and late taking, reſt; 
entering into ſome; new calling, or con- 
nection. May it not be imagined, they 
think to continue here always, or at leaſt 
for ſome ages? 72 | 
When a. ſoldier 8 bench has pitched 4 
his. tent at ni 1 thinks of nothing 
more . ew hours Teſt and refreſh- 
ment. We do not lee him forming plans 
for a long ſtay. He doth not conſider 44 
as his dwelling. place. No. But be ex- 
pects an early ſignal from the drum or 
trumpet for his departure. He is every 1 
hour ready to ariſe and ſtrike his tent. 
When a foreigner comes with his ſhip, 
upon our coafts, he enters our ports. 
He goes up and down our cities to traffic, 
but it is always with an intention to depart. 
His buſineſs being ended, the wind be- 
comes favourable, he weighs anchor, and 
returns to his own country. Mankind are 
like the ſoldier who makes a ſhort encamp- To 
ment, who ought every hour to be ready, . M0 
and expect the ſignal of departure, whether 7 
it be given at even, ee or at cock 


crowing,. or in the mornin Hence, 5 4 
Nh r a. i | 4 
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We are like mariners; ik a ORR 
have caſt anchor, or put into port for 2 


ſhort time, to make ready for a longer 


e. Perhaps this hour the trump of 
ſienaf to depart may ſoun ind perhaps this 
moment the wind ma! change, and you 

may Iaunch- into the ocean of * 
O depart then, depart from an inhoſpita 
ble ſhore,. crouded with enemies and pi- 
rates, or ſuirrounded with à thouſand dan- 

erous rocks. O happy wind, that liaſtens 
to the deſſred haven! ©- the! port of 


eternal reſt! pee oy 22 re 


moves us from d paih, and 
death, to the eferlhl 2 ; rt of our re 
deeming God! Well waighe St. Paul have 
a longir deſire to depart from the body, 
to depar from the world, and be Wit 


Chriſt. This is the conſequence of the 


departure of the ſaints; the end of their 


journey; the acc ompliſhment WY their 92 


fres to be with Chriſt. 
Every ſoul muſt dey 

judge, to be puniſhed! | : Hüt 
all will not depart to Chriſt, as their Re- 
deemer and Saviour, to live wich Him 

He ſaid to the penitent thief; this day Hale 
then be with mt. in paradiſe. John xvii 


Lie prays, that theſe whins the' Fathbr bad 


ven him, might- be with * and bubol 
is ir glory. 1 Nn not * n Et 


_— e the body, and be prgſent tit 
1 Lord. He aſſures the followers of 


The Revelation deſcribes the happi 


eures repreſent the bleſſedneſs 


Fa I» a e e e the 91 


Hack, st. Paul FEE We bad WF 45s 


+Y 
Chriſt, .they fal be ever with the 22575 


the righteous to conſiſt in walking oe 

Chriſt in white robes, and in following the 

Lamb whereſoever e ggeth. + % 
This is ſufficient to how, that 


the jut, 
dre the reſurrection, and aſter the hom 
ummation of all things, under.the.idea' * 
bel ai Chriſt. . But St. Paul {cems to 
0 of being with. Chriſt, 
ot other. nip writer. 


neatanaf ee 


dh 
E 1 1 to be — 5 him. 1 
he was a man of learning, brought up 
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us, that in the preſent world, and that to 


come, Chriſt is the foundation of happi- 
neſs. He is the life of grace in time, and 
of g lory in eternity. 


I.t is in his example chriſtians may ſee 


how'they q ig to live here, in order. to 
ever. He has opened to 
vs the gate of life, and ſhown, unto. us the 


th of life. | He has urchaſed for his 


lowers, manſions of bliſs, and is gone to 


take poſſeſſion of them as their forerunner. 
The Way thay Gel bg Neſs is his glory, 
and hen they go to * they Will fr 
with bim in 115 Ne In ſhort, the ſight 


and company of Jeſus will be the happ A 3 


neſs 'of his ſaints. He is now the de 
of their ſouls : whom they diligently ſeek 


— the night of the * life, and by the 
run after ; 


| Tone of whoſe gra 
Aim, ow great tir hoopinels and joy 


R ”, 


for ever, to contemplate the expreſs imap 


of the father of heaven, and be with him, 


in the light of the city of God! The com- 


pany of ſaints and angels will indeed be : 


a part of the happineſs of heaven. Hence 


Lazarus is fai to reſt in Abraham's bo- 


ſom. But to reſt in the boſom of gur Re- 
deemer, in the moſt intimate familiarity ; 


to be raviſhed with the ſweeteſt and 7 1 


dereſt teſtimonies of his love; this is the 


moſt agreeable idea of the blefſedneſs 'of 


heaven. 


my a 
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Ne Serra aghmae then; that it. Paul BB 


ſhauld uſe. this eflion, u b with 
Obrist, 46 all chag de wied bor in che 
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Ws ns ſtrain of p praiſe in Milton israther 


too high for . but no doubt 
St. Paul heyy ant kat pritemr x whom 
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K All { ſeaſons, and their. changes pleaſe ai 

.« Sweet is the breath of morn, her riſing yet, 
4 ith charm of earlieſt birds; pleaſant the fu . 
When firſt on this delightful land help: reply 


2 & flower, | SY TY. I 
« Gliſtri with dew; Graghmorchaknile tarth 
122 x ſoit ſhowers ;. and ſweet the comigg on 


ateſul ev'ning mi Id, the, filent night...» 
Df grab Sher Glen 12 and 1 5 . 


Fra And All thefs gems of heaven Het Ratry rain, * 

But neither breath of -morn, when, ſhe aſcends „ 

rb. charm of earlieſt birds, nor riſing. ſun, = 
Nor fragrance aſter ſhowers; or ſilent nights as. Fa 
& Without THEE is ſweet. ? [5 Es. Mig b 
nt e Wo n 03. 209 254i e 

But thoſe winare kd ers to the ſight _ 
of tire riſing fun, and gliftribg'dew:” "Who |» JÞ 
when. others breathe che the firſt; and ſweeteſt . ; 
 Hrcath' of morn, are ſurrounded with an 

artificial night, or drowned” in fleep and 

oth, cannot adopt this pleaſing language. 
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1 "Chriſt, While v we are in Ag va uM e 
We muſt depart to be with him. Once 


it was. the 115 rer privilege of the apoſtles 


to be with on earth. But, -heyce- | | 
Forth, be is no more known according to tbe 1 
eſb : he is aſcended above the heavens, 1 
that our hearts may be drawn to him. If 1 
he had always remained in this world; 'who 0 
that loved him, would deſire to | 


from him? But he 1 is gone e before, and his 1 
people muſt follow him through the gates 
23 of death, which he paſſed. He is gone to 
ET bis father, and our father, to bis. Ws —4 ; 

[1 deu God, may all his followers ſay... 23 = 
| need not fay with a heathen emperor, © 5 
| my ſoul, the tenant and companion of 1x 
| 4 | 9 2 body, thou art ſoon going to wan- 1 
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Aa « regions.“ my 2 1 
36 | Therighteous is, . hey | 


—_  . know where Chriſt is gone: they are follow) 
=  * - ing him, and they know the way; and when 
"= | they are got to the end of the ſhadow!of. 
_ death, they will have more cauſe to ſay, 
= than Peter and Jobn, Lord, it is good far us to. 

FER” be here. Therethey will ſee Chriſt, refplen- 
dent with light, with Moſes, Elias, aud the: 
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their White robes, and hear the Lupe 


4 9 Voſs "of the heavenly hoſts, There 


will be transfigured and transformed 


inte the full image of Chriſt, and dwell 


with him for ever in the holy mount. 
But chis deſire to depart” and be wich 


Christ, is far from the generality of chriſ- 
fans. Were 1 to aſk evi on preſent, 
Had you' ever this deſire? 
Wile” ay, it bad ever been is | their 
ein 


ew, perhaps, 


* "i Many, indeed,” in times "of ab dich 
Ans aMition 
of Sverkiice from trouble; but ma 2 
have this wiſh, who are ſtrangers to a well- 


will wiſh to depart, in hopes 


grounded hope of being with V Chriſt. 


they want is to be free 1 pain and mi- 


ſery: Hetics, ſome ruſh” into eternity by 


tze Rroke of their own hand: But the 
Feat chriſtian will not fl te piſtol, or a 


precip ice, - like Cleombrotus, who; after 
Raaig Plato, on the immortality of the 


ul, threw himſelf into the ſea. We are 


not to deſire to depart, but in God's time 
anch order. We muſt wait till he ſends 
his meſſenger, to ſtrike off our chains, and 


1 oo the priſon doors. Yer even ſome of 


the people of oo have been wanting: in 


this nt waiting for Chriſt; In a time 
Iv * * endes. r oO 
n 2 Lord, 


its S875 
the me ing, it i 
than "liv N 3 


m. impatience e not ffom 
7 1 5 


brief applicatieng- Should the hour 
Jour departure ere, the, Mie, 5. 
dame, 1585 yon, awell-gre 
pe with, Chriſt ?, . company do you 


have head See in «tell me what 
company a man keeps, and 

þ£< you; what the man ig. Exil communi- 
Ko cations corrupt good manners. A judg- 
ment ay beyfermeęd, What is likely je 
Jour company in a future world, by that vou 
T eep in che preſent; . Thoſe with 


dh — 7 in virtue, inn death will depart, 
Wphoſe chief degli is Wich Them, nh are 


eds. wo! hang! te fame. campen he 
acgiags af etc x Dog, 
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W in death, de part, and be with. the fallen 


] angels, and the black deformed | ann oſts on” Þ 


j horrid murderers! A dreadful 
;& © to-the-ungodly! But a happy e 
0 the righteous : : for all who tis in 2 „ 
Tord. For they ſhall reſt from their labours 
| and troubles upon earth, and be with Chriſt - 
|  forever,; When you ſee the tender lamb 
'] . runping+to and 25, 
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reſtleſs, and expreſ- ; 
the reaſon is, 


So will all 
of ee 


* 
by are bleſſed with the ſight of him : till they 
are admitted into bis preſence, where there 
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